Tafsir  Ibr  Kttth  * 

J  Aft  4_ji  uuj  V  <-Aj£2|  iiUj 

This  is  the  Book:  in  it  is  guidance  sure,  without  doubt,  to  those  who  fear  Allah 


Revealed  in  Makkah 


The  Virtues  of  Surah  Al-Isra' 


Imam  Al-Hafiz  Abu  Abdullah  Muhammad  bin  Ismail  Al-Bukhari 
recorded  that  Ibn  Mas'  ud  said  concerning  Surah  Al-Isra'  (i.e., 
Surah  Bani  Isra '  il),  Al-Kahf  and  Maryam: 

"They  are  among  the  earliest  and  most  beautiful  Surahs 
and  they  are  my  treasure." 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  A'ishah  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  used  to  fast  until  we  would  say, 
he  does  not  want  to  break  his  fast,  then  he  would  not 
fast  until  we  would  say,  he  does  not  want  to  fast,  and  he 
used  to  recite  Bani  Isra'il  and  Az-Zumar  every  night." 
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Alii  ^jujJ 

In  the  Name  of  Allah,  the  Most  Gracious,  the  Most 
Merciful. 


o  * 

LuJ 


. w x >i^1'  !)U  o jluu 

*<>  AjJJ  AJjk  USjU  ^  t5lflsvi  a>°^1 

17:1  Glorified  be  He  Who  took  His  servant  for  a 
Journey  by  Night  from  Al-Masjid  Al-Haram  to  Al- 
Masjid  Al-Aqsa,  the  neighborhood  whereof  We  have 
blessed,  in  order  that  We  might  show  him  of  Our 
Ayat. 


'  *  ' 


]! 


& 


1«JU1 


H  JA  AjI 


Verily,  He  is  the  All-Hearer,  the  All-Seer. 


The  Isra'  (Night  Journey) 


Allah  glorifies  Himself, 

Glorified  be  He, 

Allah  glorifies  Himself,  for  His  ability  to  do  that 
which  none  but  He  can  do,  for  there  is  no  God  but 
He  and  no  Lord  besides  Him. 

fi-liXJ  (_£  ill 

Who  took  His  servant  for  a  Journey, 
refers  to  Muhammad. 

...  5U... 


by  Night, 

means,  in  the  depths  of  the  night. 

from  Al-Masjid  Al-Haram, 

means  the  Masjid  in  Makkah. 
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...  I  JA 


to  Al-Masjid  Al-Aqsa, 

means  the  Sacred  House  which  is  in  Jerusalem, 
the  origin  of  the  Prophets  from  the  time  of 
Ibrahim  Al-Khalil. 

The  Prophets  all  gathered  there,  and  he 
(Muhammad)  led  them  in  prayer  in  their  own 
homeland.  This  indicates  that  he  is  the  greatest 
leader  of  all,  may  the  peace  and  blessings  of  Allah 
be  upon  him  and  upon  them. 

...  USjU  ^'A\ 

the  neighborhood  whereof  We  have  blessed, 

means,  its  agricultural  produce  and  fruits  are 
blessed 

...^J 

in  order  that  We  might  show  him,  (i.e.,  Muhammad), 

IjjO  (j-o 

of  Our  Ayat. 

i.e.,  great  signs. 

As  Allah  says: 

(_£  jj^II  Ajj  CLljI?.  (j-o  (_$tj  Jal 

Indeed  he  did  see  of  the  greatest  signs,  of  his 
Lord  (Allah).  (53:18) 

We  will  mention  below  what  was  narrated  in  the 
Sunnah  concerning  this. 

( ^  )  j';  AjI 

Verily,  He  is  the  All-Hearer,  the  All-Seer. 

means,  He  hears  all  the  words  of  His  servants, 
believers  and  disbelievers,  faithful  and  infidel,  and 
He  sees  them  and  gives  each  of  them  what  he 
deserves  in  this  world  and  the  Hereafter. 
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Hadiths  about  Al-Isra' 


The  Report  of  Anas  bin  Malik 


Imam  Ahmad  reported  from  Anas  bin  Malik  that  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  said: 


ajll^,  ^jJaJ  tjJkJI  jjCj  j)\  JjjS  j  lajjf  4_jll  jAj  jjIjJIj  dljjf 

tAljla  J4C- 

(_sj1|  4  aT-vIl  j  Ajltill  djlajji  tjjjiJaUl  Cluj  Cluj!  (jja.  jU-u3  AjjSji 

AjI  ‘ " «a3  Clllil  l^_j3  iajjj 

jjjlll  ciijiii.il  i qa  ?-IjIj  j-ai  Cy*  (^li^s  dja. j~c 

/ojlaaJI  dllj-a!  (JIS 


Al-Buraq  was  brought  to  me,  and  it  was  a  white  animal 
bigger  than  a  donkey  and  smaller  than  a  mule.  One 
stride  of  this  creature  covered  a  distance  as  far  as  it 
could  see. 

I  rode  on  it  and  it  took  me  to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis 
(Jerusalem),  where  I  tethered  it  at  the  hitching  post  of 
the  Prophets.  Then  I  entered  and  prayed  two  Rak'ahs 
there,  and  came  out. 

Jibril  brought  me  a  vessel  of  wine  and  a  vessel  of  milk, 
and  I  chose  the  milk. 

Jibril  said:  'You  have  chosen  the  Fitrah  (natural 
instinct).' 

;aJ  Jjla  JjjjLi,  mil  llid!  f  Lalull  ^1  ^  jc. 

fdjjt  °(> 

.Uu^  :cP 
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&  & "  -*  "  *i 

*  (JL3 


?4j3)  'Jjjjf  !iij  ;'Jj| 

Ajll  'Jjaljf  ;'JIS 

J  lc.jj  i - ^  lit  I  jla  12  ^lias 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  first  heaven  and  Jibril  asked 
for  it  to  be  opened. 

It  was  said,  'Who  are  you?'  He  said,  'Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  '  Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Adam,  who 
welcomed  me  and  prayed  for  good  for  me. 

J  u » inp. j  j .  4jjlj]l  f  Lalall  ^1  Ijj  £<J£-  ^ 

Jpp 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  second  heaven  and  Jibril 
asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?1 

He  said,  'Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  the  two 
maternal  cousins,  Yahya  and  'Isa,  who  welcomed  me 
and  prayed  for  good  for  me. 

°il  jA  I jlj  i^Ulull  4j3c.  t_Lui jjj  Ij!  .  AjJIjII  ^Lalull  Jl  Ijj 

JPP  cjt5  ijrl 


Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  third  heaven  and  Jibril  asked 
for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?1 
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He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Yusuf,  who  had 
been  given  the  beautiful  half.  He  welcomed  me  and 
prayed  for  good  for  me. 

cs-J  lWJAW  ^  .  cPJ  ^ 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  fourth  heaven  and  Jibril 
asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?' 

He  said,  'Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  '  Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Idris,  who 
welcomed  me  and  prayed  for  good  for  me. 

<uil  Jjsj  ;(Jla 

-  then  (the  Prophet)  said:  Allah  says: 

Lie.  tjlSIa  oLkSjj 

And  We  raised  him  to  a  high  station.  (19:57) 

Then  he  resumed  his  narrative: 

J  IcOj  Lf .  5 '  ^ 11  f Lajaill  ^1  Lj  ^ 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  fifth  heaven  and  Jibril  asked 
for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?' 

He  said,  'Jibril.' 
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It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  '  Muhammad.1 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 


So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Harun,  who 
welcomed  me  and  prayed  for  good  for  me. 


t  -  >**■  jQ  Ijl .  4_UipLull!  V-  Lallll  ^1  Ijj 

iJ  tc-Aj 


Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  sixth  heaven  and  Jibril  asked 
for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?' 

He  said,  '  Jibril. 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  '  Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Musa,  who 
welcomed  me  and  prayed  for  good  for  me. 

Ijll  j  I  Of .  Ajolpljalll  C-  1-A.iijlll  ^ 

C-lluSl  -I '  ■  ax 


Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  seventh  heaven  and  Jibril 
asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said,  '  Who  are  you?' 

He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  '  Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  '  Has  his  Mission  started? 

He  said,  '  His  Mission  has  started.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us,  and  there  I  saw  Ibrahim,  who 
was  leaning  back  against  the  Much-Frequented  House 

(Al-Bayt  Al-Ma '  mur). 
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Every  day  seventy  thousand  angels  enter  it,  then  they 
never  come  back  to  it  again. 

Then  I  was  taken  to  Sidrat  Al-Muntaha  (the  Lote  tree 
beyond  which  none  may  pass),  and  its  leaves  were  like 
the  leaves  (ears)  of  elephants  and  its  fruits  were  like 
jugs,  and  when  it  was  veiled  with  whatever  it  was  veiled 
with  by  the  command  of  Allah,  it  changed,  and  none  of 
the  creatures  of  Allah  can  describe  it  because  it  is  so 
beautiful. 

Then  Allah  revealed  that  which  He  revealed  to  me. 

He  enjoined  on  me  fifty  prayers  every  day  and  night. 

I  came  down  until  I  reached  Musa,  and  he  said,  'What 
did  your  Lord  enjoin  on  your  Ummah!' 

I  said,  'Fifty  prayers  everyday  and  night.' 

He  said,  'Go  back  to  your  Lord  and  ask  Him  to  reduce 
(the  burden)  for  your  Ummah,  for  your  Ummah  will  not 
be  able  to  do  that.  I  tested  the  Children  of  Israel  and 
found  out  how  they  were.' 

So  I  went  back  to  my  Lord  and  said,  'O  Lord,  reduce 
(the  burden)  for  my  Ummah  for  they  will  never  be  able 
to  do  that.'  So  He  reduced  it  by  five. 

I  came  back  down  until  I  met  Musa  and  he  asked  me, 
'  What  did  you  do?' 

I  said,  '  (My  Lord)  reduced  (my  burden)  by  five.’ 

He  said,  'Go  back  to  your  Lord  and  ask  Him  to  reduce 
(the  burden)  for  your  Ummah.' 

I  kept  going  back  between  my  Lord  and  Musa,  and  (my 
Lord)  reduced  it  by  five  each  time,  until  He  said, 

'  0  Muhammad, 

these  are  five  prayers  every  day  and  night,  and 
for  every  prayer  there  is  (the  reward  of)  ten,  so 
they  are  (like)  fifty  prayers. 
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Whoever  wants  to  do  something  good  then  does 
not  do  it,  one  good  deed  will  be  recorded  for  him, 
and  if  he  does  it,  ten  good  deeds  will  be  recorded 
for  him. 

Whoever  wants  to  do  something  evil  and  does  not 
do  it,  no  evil  deed  will  be  recorded  for  him,  and  if 
he  does  it,  one  evil  deed  will  be  recorded  for  him.' 

I  came  down  until  I  reached  Musa,  and  told  him  about 
this. 

He  said:  'Go  back  to  your  Lord  and  ask  him  to  reduce 
(the  burden)  for  your  Ummah,  for  they  will  never  be 
able  to  do  that.' 

I  had  kept  going  back  to  my  Lord  until  I  felt  too 
shy. 

This  version  was  also  recorded  by  Muslim. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  Anas  saying  that; 

Al-Buraq  was  brought  to  the  Prophet  on  the 
Night  of  the  Isra  with  his  saddle  and  reins  ready 
for  riding.  The  animal  shied,  and  Jibril  said  to 
him: 


"Why  are  you  doing  this!  By  Allah,  no  one  has 
ever  ridden  you  who  is  more  honored  by  Allah 
than  him." 

At  this,  Al-Buraq  started  to  sweat. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  At-Tirmidhi,  who  said  it 

is  Gharib. 

Ahmad  also  recorded  that  Anas  said: 


"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

jIaL!  °4i  fju  ill JJ*  (JV  J  Jp  yrfj  isi  (T  JC- 

;'Jla  Us  £.UjjA  ; 1 '  dss  < ^ Ljt l ^ 
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When  I  was  taken  up  to  my  Lord  (during  Al-Mi'raj),  I 
passed  by  people  who  had  nails  of  copper  with  which 
they  were  scratching  their  faces  and  chests.  I  asked, 
'  Who  are  these,  0  Jibril!' 

He  said,  'These  are  those  who  ate  the  flesh  of  the 
people  (i.e.,  backbiting)  and  slandered  their  honor.' 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Abu  Dawud. 


Anas  also  said  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

a  jlli  Lojli  AjIc.  ya  'JJ'0 


On  the  night  when  I  was  taken  on  my  Night  Journey  (Al- 
Isra'),  I  passed  by  Musa,  who  was  standing,  praying  in 
his  grave. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Muslim. 


The  Report  of  Anas  bin  Malik  from  Malik  bin  Savsavah 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Anas  bin  Malik  said  that  Malik  bin 
Sa '  sa '  ah  told  him  that  the  Prophet  of  Allah  told  them  about  the 
night  in  which  he  was  taken  on  the  Night  Journey  (Al-Isra1). 


He  said: 

I  (Jli  UaJjj  Ij!  LaJJJ 

(Jli  AjUjII  (jjj  Jalujtll  4ja.L^l 

sAA  Jl  a^A  (jjj  Uo  JjJia  ej\j3  t " m-a > a  Ssk 


While  I  was  lying  down  in  Al-Hatim  (or  maybe, 
Qatadah  said,  in  Al-Hijr)  'someone  came  to  me 
and  said  to  his  companion,  'The  one  who  is  in  the 
middle  of  these  three.'  He  came  to  me  and 
opened  me. 

I  (one  of  the  narrators)  heard  Qatadah  say,  'split  me  - 
from  here  to  here.' 

Qatadah  said:  "I  said  to  Al-Jarud,  who  was  beside  me, 
'  What  does  that  mean?1 
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He  said,  'From  the  top  of  his  chest  to  below  his  navel1, 
and  I  heard  him  say,  'from  his  throat  to  below  his 
navel1. 


The  Prophet  said: 

\X^\  aejia-a  (jja  l " iilaJ  <■ — tjls  ^  ‘ 

4_J*j3I  (jji  AjI.1j  tllijf  p  Jjc-f  ^  ^gJak.  ^  LS^  4-aS^.j 

jUajJI  (jjij 


He  took  out  my  heart  and  brought  a  golden  vessel 
filled  with  faith  and  wisdom.  He  washed  my  heart 
then  filled  it  up  and  put  it  back,  then  a  white 
animal  was  brought  to  me  that  was  smaller  than 
a  mule  and  larger  than  a  donkey. 

Al-Jarud  said,  '  Was  this  Al-Buraq?,  O  Abu  Hamzah!1 

He  said,  'Yes,  and  its  stride  covered  a  distance  as  far  as 
it  could  see.1 


The  Prophet  said: 

^1  ^Ulull  AjIc-  ^  tjSajl 2  AjIc.  I "  jLik 3 

?li&  jj-a  IcJ^S  Gill!  f. Lalall 

‘ckjA?- :  JG 

?  xi  jj-aj 

il&kk  ;'JIS 

?a2I  'Jjafjt  jt 


;c)G 

?.lk.  f.^_s^a3l  Aj  l!k.^a 

i'fiUi  <&.  pi  I  ill  l!Jfl  12  ^5#a  'Jis 

:'ju  p  pui  i'ja  a2&  t5gk  ju  pi  a  jit  is*  :'jis 

t^lLaaall  t_sjlll  j  ^ILaaall  Gkj-a 
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I  was  mounted  upon  it  and  Jibril  brought  me  to 
the  first  heaven,  and  asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It 
was  said,  'Who  is  this?' 

He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  said,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?1 

He  said,  '  Yes.’ 

It  was  said,  'Welcome  to  him,  blessed  is  the  one 
who  comes.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us  and  when  I  entered,  I 
saw  Adam. 

(Jibril)  said,  'This  is  your  father  Adam,  greet 
him.'  So  I  greeted  him,  and  he  returned  the 
greeting  then  said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous 
son  and  righteous  Prophet.' 

Then  Gabriel  ascended  with  me  till  we  reached 
the  second  heaven.  Gabriel  asked  for  the  gate  to 
be  opened.  It  was  asked,  'Who  is  it?' 

Gabriel  answered,  'Gabriel.' 

It  was  asked,  'Who  is  accompanying  you?' 

Gabriel  replied,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  'Has  he  been  called?' 

Gabriel  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  it  was  said,  'He  is  welcomed.  What  an 
excellent  visit  his  is!'  The  gate  was  opened. 

When  I  went  over  the  second  heaven,  there  I  saw 
Yahya  (i.e.  John)  and  'Isa  (i.e.  Jesus)  who  were 
cousins  of  each  other. 
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Gabriel  said  (to  me),  'These  are  Yahya  and  'Isa; 
pay  them  your  greetings.'  So  I  greeted  them  and 
both  of  them  returned  my  greetings  to  me  and 
said,  'You  are  welcomed,  0  pious  brother  and 
pious  Prophet.' 

Then  Gabriel  ascended  with  me  to  the  third 
heaven  and  asked  for  its  gate  to  be  opened.  It 
was  asked,  'Who  is  it?' 

Gabriel  replied,  'Gabriel.' 

It  was  asked,  'Who  is  accompanying  you?' 

Gabriel  replied,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  'Has  he  been  called?' 

Gabriel  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Then  it  was  said,  'He  is  welcomed,  what  an 
excellent  visit  his  is!' 

The  gate  was  opened,  and  when  I  went  over  the 
third  heaven  there  I  saw  Yusuf  (Joseph). 

Gabriel  said  (to  me),  'This  is  Yusuf;  pay  him  your 
greetings.' 

So  I  greeted  him  and  he  returned  the  greeting  to 
me  and  said,  'You  are  welcomed,  0  pious  brother 
and  pious  Prophet.' 

Then  Gabriel  ascended  with  me  to  the  fourth 
heaven  and  asked  for  its  gate  to  be  opened.  It 
was  asked,  'Who  is  it?' 

Gabriel  replied,  'Gabriel' 

It  was  asked,  'Who  is  accompanying  you?' 

Gabriel  replied,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  asked,  'Has  he  been  called?' 

Gabriel  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
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Then  it  was  said,  'He  is  welcomed,  what  an 
excellent  visit  his  is!' 


The  gate  was  opened,  and  when  I  went  over  the 
fourth  heaven,  there  I  saw  Idris.  Gabriel  said  (to 
me),  'This  is  Idris;  pay  him  your  greetings.' 

So  I  greeted  him  and  he  returned  the  greeting  to 
me  and  said,  'You  are  welcomed,  0  pious  brother 
and  pious  Prophet.' 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  fifth  heaven,  and 
(Jibril)  asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said, 
'  Who  is  this?' 

He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  said,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?1 

He  said,  '  Yes.' 

It  was  said,  'Welcome  to  him,  blessed  is  the  one 
who  comes.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us  and  when  I  entered,  I 
saw  Harun. 

(Jibril)  said,  'This  is  Harun,  greet  him.'  So  I 
greeted  him,  and  he  returned  the  greeting  then 
said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous  brother  and 
righteous  Prophet.' 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  sixth  heaven,  and 
(Jibril)  asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said, 
'  Who  is  this?' 

He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Muhammad.' 

It  was  said,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 
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He  said,  '  Yes.' 

It  was  said,  'Welcome  to  him,  blessed  is  the  one 
who  comes.'  So  it  was  opened  for  us  and  when  I 
entered,  I  saw  Musa. 

(Jibril)  said,  'This  is  Musa,  greet  him.' 

So  I  greeted  him,  and  he  returned  the  greeting 
then  said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous  brother  and 
righteous  Prophet.' 

When  I  passed  by  him,  he  wept,  and  it  was  said 
to  him,  'Why  are  you  weeping'  He  said,  'I  am 
weeping  because  a  young  man  was  sent  after  me 
and  more  people  from  his  Ummah  than  from  mine 
will  enter  Paradise.' 

~t.  1  |  .  AajIjoJI  £■  Lojolil  ^  ‘  ^  pj  *  (Jts 

JjtiL  :'JIS  JaJ  tjsUlull  Jji  Ajlfr  tllajjaii  ;(JIS  AjIc. 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  the  seventh  heaven,  and 
(Jibril)  asked  for  it  to  be  opened.  It  was  said, 
'  Who  is  this?' 

He  said,  'Jibril.' 

It  was  said,  'Who  is  with  you?1 

He  said,  '  Muhammad'. 

It  was  said,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?1 

He  said,  '  Yes.' 

It  was  said,  'Welcome  to  him,  blessed  is  the  one 
who  comes.' 

So  it  was  opened  for  us  and  when  I  entered,  I 
saw  Ibrahim. 

(Jibril)  said,  'This  is  Ibrahim,  greet  him.' 
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So  I  greeted  him,  and  he  returned  the  greeting 
then  said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous  son  and 
righteous  Prophet.' 

jJUa  (J-V5  I  g tali  ^  ^ s^jAiai  ‘ "  Jli 

jjtal  Ji-o  L^_3j j  talj 

talj  ;cjta  sjAj-u  &j)A  ;ijl ii 

tjljAUi  jjl jpjj 

g  i3a  a  :cpS 

'Jilli  J'jAliJ!  lllj  tAjkll  ^  jljP  jIUO  :'jis 

JiiljSSj 

_J  C~M  ^1  ^11  ^3^)  (Jli 

Then  I  was  taken  up  to  Sidrat  Al-Muntaha, 
whose  fruits  like  the  clay  jugs  of  Hajar  (a  region 
in  Arabia)  and  its  leaves  were  like  the  ears  of 
elephants. 

(Jibril)  said:  'This  is  Sidrat  Al-Muntaha.'  And 
there  were  four  rivers,  two  hidden  and  two 
visible. 

I  said,  'What  is  this,  O  Jibril' 

He  said,  'The  two  hidden  rivers  are  rivers  in 
Paradise,  and  the  two  visible  rivers  are  the  Nile 
and  the  Euphrates.' 

Then  I  was  shown  Al-Bayt  Al-Ma'  mur. 

Qatadah  said: 

Al-Hasan  told  us  narrating  from  Abu  Hurayrah 
that  the  Prophet  saw  Al-Bayt  Al-Ma 'mur.  Each 
day  seventy  thousand  angels  enter  it,  then  they 
never  return  from  it. 

Then  he  continued  to  narrate  the  Hadith  of  Anas; 


lilXafj  '  g  jlf-  Cluf  iAA  |(JlS  j^l!  CliXk.13  (Jli 


Then  I  was  brought  a  vessel  of  wine,  a  vessel  of 
milk  and  a  vessel  of  honey. 

I  chose  the  milk,  and  he  (Jibril)  said,  'This  is  the 
Fitrah  (natural  instinct)  on  which  you  and  your 
Ummah  will  be.' 


(_)S  SLX-a  SlX^all  Je.  1  - 1  ^  jQ  ^aJ  (Jli 


Then  the  prayer  was  enjoined  upon  me,  fifty 
prayers  each  day. 


Jc.  tiljj  Xo  illTjSa  'JU 


I  came  down  until  I  reached  Musa,  who  said, 
'What  did  your  Lord  enjoin  upon  your  Ummah?' 


(_}£  SUXa  Lj..y  ;Uj2a3  |(Jli 


I  said,  '  Fifty  prayers  each  day.' 

as  SIX. *a  ^XaXuij  U  (jl  ;(Jli 
liljj  ^1  aX!  (JjjIjIuI  diaJLc. j  uilLa 

l  ijiXXl  4±Ji 


He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do  fifty 
prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people  before  you,  I 
had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of  Israel  and  it  was 
very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to  your  Lord  and 
ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on  your  Ummah.' 


i _ ° ii 


aXXAs 


I  jlic.  ^  jS  t "  <■»  -v  Jli 


So  I  went  back,  and  the  number  was  reduced  by 
ten.  I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  asked,  'What 
were  you  commanded  to  do?1 

I  said,  '  Forty  prayers  each  day.' 

He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do 
forty  prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people  before 
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you,  I  had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of  Israel  and 
it  was  very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to  your  Lord 
and  ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on  your 

Ummah.' 


i _ SjAiLlil  aIL-uII . ^)^.f  ^gic.  ^  j*  Jli 

UK* 


So  I  went  back,  and  the  number  was  reduced  by 
ten. 


I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  asked,  'What  were 
you  commanded  to  do?1 

I  said,  'I  was  commanded  to  do  thirty  prayers 
each  day.' 

He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do 
thirty  prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people  before 
you,  I  had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of  Israel  and 
it  was  very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to  your  Lord 
and  ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on  your 
Ummah.' 


i _ °  iSa.  ill 


AlLuli . £  l  uijk  Jli 


So  I  went  back,  and  the  number  was  reduced  by 
ten. 


I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  asked,  'What  were 
you  commanded  to  do?1 

I  said,  'Twenty  prayers  each  day.' 


He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do 
twenty  prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people 
before  you,  I  had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of 
Israel  and  it  was  very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to 
your  Lord  and  ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on 
your  Ummah.' 


i _ °  iSa.  ill 


aILjiII . I  A-  ‘  ^  jQ  'Jli 
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So  I  went  back,  and  the  number  was  reduced  by 
ten  more. 


I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  asked,  'What  were 
you  commanded  to  do?' 

I  said,  'Ten  prayers  each  day.' 


He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do  ten 
prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people  before  you,  I 
had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of  Israel  and  it  was 
very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to  your  Lord  and 
ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on  your  Ummah.' 


. (JS  dll  jL  djjots 


clut-a.  ji  (JIS 

i _ o  vT-Cill 


So  I  went  back,  and  I  was  commanded  to  do  five 
prayers  every  day. 

I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  asked,  'What  were 
you  commanded  to  do?1 

I  said,  '  Five  prayers  each  day.' 


He  said,  'Your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do  five 
prayers  each  day.  I  tried  the  people  before  you,  I 
had  to  deal  with  the  Children  of  Israel  and  it  was 
very  difficult  for  me.  Go  back  to  your  Lord  and 
ask  Him  to  reduce  the  burden  on  your  Ummah.' 


J 


j  ,i  "J  •  tiJa  'JIS 


I  said,  'I  have  asked  my  Lord  until  I  feel  too  shy. 
I  accept  this  and  submit  to  Him.' 


(j&jp  °Cf- 


at-  4  '  4-;-*  f 

oLLa  (_5^Ua  t  ijma 


Then  a  voice  called  out:  'My  order  has  been 
decreed  and  I  have  reduced  the  burden  on  My 
servants.' 


Similar  narrations  were  recorded  in  the  Two 

Sahihs. 
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The  Report  of  Anas  from  Abu  Pharr 


Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  Anas  bin  Malik  said: 


Abu  Dharr  used  to  tell  us  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
said: 


AX. dc.  v  cjjp2  tA^Xaj  Ijfj  j  °J'a  [  [1  (jp' 

Aij ats  iIjLajIj  a  f  ^\:\  a  a  i—lAJ  (Jji  db.  a] aJ  eti.  flloJ 

iljj^ll  y.  Laliill  ^1  ^  jjlS  J  .1^.!  ^aj  A  .f 


The  roof  of  my  house  was  opened  while  I  was  in  Makkah, 
and  Jibril  came  down  and  opened  my  chest,  then  he 
washed  it  with  Zamzam  water.  Then  he  brought  a 
vessel  of  gold  filled  with  wisdom  and  faith,  and  poured  it 
into  my  chest,  then  he  closed  it  up.  Then  he  took  me  by 
the  hand  and  took  me  up  to  the  lowest  heaven. 

^lia!  ;  v  Laliill  (jjUaJ  tjls  f  Laxull  ^1  t "  Xa.  Lais 

?I2a  :'JH 

‘Uo^  : 

?  ^,1  a  (Ja  ;  tjli 


ialulj  Ajlc.  Alii  ^glx .a  ^  ;  Jla 

?aJI  (JjjiJ 

;Jla 

When  we  came  to  the  lowest  heaven,  Jibril  said  to  its 
keeper,  '  Open  up!' 

He  said,  '  Who  is  this?1 

He  said,  '  Jibril.' 

He  said,  '  Is  there  anyone  with  you?' 

He  said,  'Yes,  Muhammad  is  with  me.' 

He  said,  '  Has  his  Mission  started?' 

He  said,  '  Yes.' 
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aJjjail  4;^;  I3ls  133311  a Laliill  Ijjlc.  ^!i3  Lais 

t^Sj  4il_«jai  (Jj3  j3aj  131  j  1  ila.  1  <a  4  *'  ;  ^ ;  (Jj3  ^)2aj  131  taJ^jjoif  s^jUaU 


When  it  was  opened,  we  went  up  into  the  first  heaven, 
where  I  saw  a  man  sitting  with  a  multitude  to  his  right 
and  another  to  his  left.  When  he  looked  to  his  right  he 
smiled,  and  when  he  looked  to  his  left,  he  wept. 

^jl j.  --31  ^jjUlj  ll^^a  ;(J1S 

He  said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous  Prophet  and  the 
righteous  son.' 


?13a  ”>  :'J cJl  'JIS 

(JaIs  t4_nj  4j13ajji  ^ Cfi’  ?3Aj  a3l  I^A  |(Jl2 
°(>  1311  * jlill  LSa!  4ll^  “>  ^1  £3 )>t31j  .jjtikJI  JJa1  J4la 

AJUajjj  jjC.  jlaj  131  j 


4_1loj 


I  said  to  Jibril,  '  Who  is  this?' 

He  said,  'This  is  Adam,  and  these  multitudes  to  his  right 
and  left  are  the  souls  of  his  descendants.  The  people  on 
his  right  include  the  people  of  Paradise,  and  the  people 
on  his  left  include  the  people  of  Hell,  so  when  he  looks  to 
his  right  he  smiles,  and  when  he  looks  to  his  left  he 
weeps.' 


Ajjljll  f  Laxull  ^1  ^  ^  JC-  ^aJ 

Then  he  took  me  up  to  the  second  heaven... 

...  Then  we  passed  by  Ibrahim,  who  said,  'Welcome  to 
the  righteous  Prophet  and  the  righteous  son.' 

13a  :'JIS  ?13a  °t>  ;iii3a 


I  said,  '  Who  is  this?' 


J  t— 1J_>0 


He  said,  'This  is  Ibrahim.' 
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LE.j-a  ;jjlis 

He  said,  'Welcome  to  the  righteous  Prophet  and  the 
righteous  son.' 

Az-Zuhri  said:  Ibn  Hazm  told  me  that  Ibn  Abbas  and  Abu 
Habbah  Al-Ansari  used  to  say: 


the  Prophet  narrated  here  - 

^Uafal  i _ ^-.a.m!  (_g  jUjoLaj  ^ 


Then  I  was  taken  up  until  I  reached  a  level  where 
I  could  hear  the  sound  of  the  pens. 

Ibn  Hazm  and  Anas  bin  Malik  said:  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  said: 


talX-a  (jjjaiAi.  Jc.  ^  (_>^aj)a2 

Allah  enjoined  upon  my  Ummah  fifty  prayers. 


Ua  i^LA\  AjIc.  t_53t  dls^j-a  1 2k  idllE  dutaji 

?tdEaf  Jz-  All  I 


I  came  back  with  this  (message)  until  I  passed  by 
Musa,  who  said,  'What  did  your  Lord  enjoin  upon 
your  Ummah?' 


£ 


IL^ 


U£-* 


;Cil3 


I  said,  'He  enjoined  fifty  prayers.' 

ttdUd  Jjjiall  U  tdEaf  (jll  (dljj  ^1  (Jli 


Musa  said,  'Go  back  to  your  Lord,  for  your 
Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do  that.' 


tdlL  £5^  U  dEaf  Jll. 


£jdaj3  dUL^ji 


So  I  went  back,  and  He  reduced  it  by  half. 

Then  I  came  back  to  Musa  and  said,  '  It  has  been 
reduced  by  half.1 
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He  said,  'Go  back  to  your  Lord,  for  your  Ummah 
will  not  be  able  to  do  that.' 


(jjjgj  U  lilLaf  (j jl . £^ajl  ULul^jI 


So  I  went  back,  and  it  was  reduced  by  half. 

I  came  back  to  him,  and  he  said,  'Go  back  to 
your  Lord,  for  your  Ummah  will  not  be  able  to  do 
that.’ 


(JjSl!  (JdJ  U  (jji iixi-s  i_sA  -n!  jk 


So  I  went  back,  and  He  said:  'They  are  five  but 
equal  in  reward  to  fifty,  for  My  word  does  not 
change.' 


I  came  back  to  Musa  and  he  said,  'Go  back  to 
your  Lord.' 


o  o-o  -.0  ,  <*> 

4c5^J  c  ijuj)  pa  ;Ciia 

I  said,  'I  feel  too  shy  before  my  Lord.' 

u  ji  J  A 

|j|j  t jjpll  'JfcL  1311  t*3kS  A 

dUi  ipiji 


Then  I  was  taken  up  until  I  reached  Sidrat  Al- 
Muntaha,  which  was  veiled  in  indescribable 
colors.  Then  I  entered  Paradise,  in  which  I  saw 
nets  of  pearls  and  its  soil  of  musk. 

This  version  was  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari  in  the 
Book  of  Prayer. 

He  also  reported  in  the  Book  of  Tafsir,  under  the 
discussion  of  Bani  Isra'il  (i.e.,  Surah  Al-Isra'), 
the  Book  of  Hajj  and  the  Stories  of  the  Prophets, 
via  different  chains  of  narration  from  Yunus. 

Muslim  recorded  similar  Hadiths  in  his  Sahih  in 
the  Book  of  Faith. 
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Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Abdullah  bin  Shaqiq  said: 

I  said  to  Abu  Dharr,  "If  I  had  seen  the  Messenger 
of  Allah,  I  would  have  asked  him." 

He  said,  "What  would  you  have  asked  him?" 

He  said,  "I  would  have  asked  him,  if  he  saw  his 
Lord?" 

He  said,  "I  did  ask  him  that,  and  he  said, 

a!  j!  t!  aIjIj 

I  saw  it  as  light,  how  could  I  see  Him!" 

This  is  how  it  was  narrated  in  the  report  of  Imam 
Ahmad. 

Muslim  recorded  that  Abdullah  bin  Shaqiq  said  that  Abu 
Dharr  said: 

"I  asked  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  'Did  you  see 
your  Lord?' 

He  said, 


(I  saw)  a  light,  how  could  I  see  Him?" 

Abdullah  bin  Shaqiq  said:  I  said  to  Abu  Dharr,  "If 
I  had  seen  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  would  have 
asked  him." 


He  said,  "What  would  you  have  asked  him?" 

He  said,  "I  would  have  asked  him,  '  Did  you  see 
your  Lord?" 

Abu  Dharr  said,  "I  asked  him  that,  and  he  said, 

I JJJ  Clu!  j 


I  saw  light. 
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The  Report  of  Jabir  bin  Abdullah 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Jabir  bin  Abdullah  said  that  he 
heard  the  Messenger  of  Allah  say: 


Clllal  Cluj  ^ 

4j1I  ijl  tft  j  4jQ  (jC-  i " jflaJaS  i Cluj  Alii  4_5^-3 


When  Quraysh  did  not  believe  that  I  had  been  taken  on 
the  Night  Journey  to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis,  I  stood  up  in  Al- 
Hijr  and  Allah  displayed  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  before  me,  so 
I  told  them  about  its  features  while  I  was  looking  at  it. 

This  was  also  reported  in  the  Two  Sahihs  with  different 
chains  of  narration. 


According  to  Al-Bayhaqi,  Ibn  Shihab  said  that  Abu  Salamah  bin 
Abdur-Rahman  said: 


Some  people  from  Quraish  went  to  Abu  Bakr  and  said, 
"Have  you  heard  what  your  companion  is  saying  He  is 
claiming  that  he  went  to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  and  came  back 
to  Makkah  in  one  night!" 

Abu  Bakr  said,  "Did  he  say  that!" 

They  said,  "Yes." 

Abu  Bakr  said,  "Then  I  bear  witness  that  if  he  said  that, 
he  is  speaking  the  truth." 

They  said,  "You  believe  that  he  went  to  Ash-Sham 
(Greater  Syria)  in  one  night  and  came  back  to  Makkah 
before  morning!" 

He  said,  "Yes,  I  believe  him  with  regard  to  something 
even  more  than  that.  I  believe  him  with  regard  to  the 
revelation  that  comes  to  him  from  heaven." 


Abu  Salamah  said,  from  then  on  Abu  Bakr  was  known  as 
As-Siddiq  (the  true  believer). 


The  Report  of  Abdullah  bin  Abbas 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 
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"On  the  night  when  the  Messenger  of  Allah  was  taken  on 
his  Night  Journey,  he  entered  Paradise,  in  some  part  of 
which  he  heard  a  sound. 

He  said,  '  O  Jibril,  what  is  this?' 

He  said,  'This  is  Bilal,  the  Mu'adhdhin.' 

When  the  Prophet  came  back  to  the  people,  he  said, 

I2S  y  ’c4j  *3L 

Bilal  has  succeeded;  I  saw  that  he  will  have  such 
and  such. 

He  (the  Prophet)  was  met  by  Musa,  who  welcomed  him 
and  said,  'Welcome  to  the  Unlettered  Prophet.' 

He  was  a  tall,  dark  man  with  lank  hair  coming  down  to 
his  ears  or  above  his  ears. 

He  said,  '  Who  is  this,  0  Jibril!' 

He  said,  'This  is  Musa.' 

Then  he  went  on  and  met  a  venerable,  distinguished  old 
man,  who  welcomed  him  and  greeted  him  with  Salam, 
and  all  of  them  were  greeting  him.  He  said,  'Who  is 
this?,  0  Jibril!' 

He  said,  '  This  is  your  father  Ibrahim.' 

Then  he  looked  into  Hell  and  saw  some  people  eating 
rotten  meat.  He  said,  'Who  are  these  people,  0  Jibril!' 

He  said,  'They  are  those  who  used  to  eat  the  flesh  of  the 
people  (i.e.,  backbiting).' 

He  saw  a  man  who  was  very  red  and  dark  blue,  and  said, 
'  Who  is  this,  O  Jibril!1 

He  said,  'This  is  the  one  who  slaughtered  the  she-camel 
(of  Salih).' 

When  the  Messenger  of  Allah  came  to  Al-Masjid  Al- 
Aqsa,  he  stood  up  to  pray,  and  all  the  Prophets  gathered 
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and  prayed  with  him.  When  he  finished,  he  was  brought 
two  cups,  one  on  his  right  and  one  on  his  left,  one 
containing  milk  and  one  containing  honey.  He  took  the 
milk  and  drank  it,  and  the  one  who  was  carrying  the  cup 
said,  'You  have  chosen  the  Fitrah  (natural  instinct).'" 

The  chain  of  narrators  is  Sahih,  although  they  (Al- 
Bukhari  and  Muslim)  did  not  record  it. 

Imam  Ahmad  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  was  taken  on  the  Night  Journey 
to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis,  then  he  came  back  and  told  them 
about  his  journey  and  the  features  of  Bayt  Al-Maqdis 
and  the  caravan  (of  Quraysh). 

Some  people  said,  'We  do  not  believe  what  Muhammad 
is  saying,'  and  they  left  Islam  and  became  disbelievers. 
Allah  destroyed  them  when  He  destroyed  Abu  Jahl. 

Abu  Jahl  said:  '  Muhammad  is  trying  to  scare  us  with  the 
tree  of  Zaqqum;  bring  some  dates  and  butter  and  let  us 
have  some  Zaqqum!' 

The  Prophet  also  saw  the  Dajjal  in  his  true  form,  in  real 
life,  not  in  a  dream,  and  he  saw  '  Isa,  Musa  and  Ibrahim. 


The  Prophet  was  asked  about  the  Dajjal,  and  he  said: 

t_SjS  LjjtS  AjjjC.  (_£jk.l  tljlaJSs  j-aM  IjjLaLa 

"i  'jl  ,  — .r-_f  (jtS 


I  saw  him  as  a  tall  and  huge  man,  with  a  whitish 
complexion.  One  of  his  eyes  stood  out  like  a 
shining  star.  The  hair  on  his  head  looked  like  the 
branches  of  a  tree. 


ajjl  (LLi)  ^ .  *ijp  duf  j  j 


And  I  saw  'Isa,  white  with  curly  hair  and  an 
intense  gaze,  of  average  build. 
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‘ * '  C  r*-[:  ‘  ‘  P  .  ! '  ^lIc* 


'  *  ^',  2  i  ' 

cs-^j^  L-y,jj 
tjjjlul 


I  saw  Musa,  dark-skinned,  with  a  lot  of  hair  and  a 
strong  build. 

Ill  Ala  lJj I  Jl  JJa  fllll  Ale.  Jl  (l/jU'j 

.  1 1  AilS  j^ja.  All  dj i jlaj 

Alt  ULi  t'4yt  JSc  ^  iUjjI.  'JIS 

I  looked  at  Ibrahim  and  did  not  see  anything  in 
him  that  I  do  not  see  in  myself;  it  is  as  if  he  were 
your  companion  (meaning  himself). 

Jibril  said:  'Greet  your  father  with  Salam,'  so  I 
greeted  him  with  Salam. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  An-Nasa'i  from  the 
Hadith  of  Abu  Zayd  Thabit  bin  Yazid  from  Hilal, 
who  is  Ibn  Khabbab,  and  it  is  a  Sahih  chain  of 
narrators. 


Al-Bayhaqi  recorded  that  Abu  Al-Aliyah  said:  "The  cousin 
of  your  Prophet,  Ibn  Abbas  narrated  to  us  from  the 
Messenger  of  Allah,  he  said: 


Allah's  Messenger  said, 

Ul  jla  Hi. j  j!  jlc.  (jj  d. 


y'j 


flUt  AjU  jaJJ-a  ^jjl  ^  ‘  11  di  a  Ajtl 

Ji'J)  I  n  .1  >»'  Til  j  t  jAill  ^11  (jUl! 


On  the  night  when  I  was  taken  on  the  Night 
Journey,  I  saw  Musa  bin  Imran,  a  tall,  curly- 
haired  man,  as  if  he  was  from  the  tribe  of 
Shanu'ah.  And  I  saw  '  Isa  bin  Maryam,  of  medium 
stature,  white  with  a  reddish  complexion,  with 
straight  hair. 

And  he  was  shown  Malik,  the  keeper  of  Hell,  and 
the  Dajjal,  with  the  signs  that  Allah  revealed  to 
him.' 
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He  said, 


So  be  not  you  in  doubt  of  meeting  him. 
(32:33) 

Qatadah  used  to  interpret  this  to  mean  that  the 
Prophet  of  Allah  met  Musa. 

(Jjf  o\ 

And  We  made  it  (or  him)  a  guide  to  the 
Children  of  Israel.  (32:33) 

Qatadah  said: 

"(This  means)  Allah  made  Musa  a  guide  for 
the  Children  of  Israel." 

Muslim  reported  this  in  his  Sahih,  and  Al-Bukhari 
and  Muslim  recorded  a  shorter  version  from 
Qatadah. 

Imam  Ahmad  also  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 


"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 


*  ,  -*.0  t.-*  **  >  .  0  "0 

CjSjCtj  C  i*Ja3  ASxij  c.  u 


atl  c $<JX^  Alii 


On  the  night  when  I  was  taken  on  the  Night 
Journey,  I  woke  up  in  Makkah  the  next  morning 
having  anxiety  that,  I  knew  that  the  people  would 
not  believe  me. 


He  kept  away  from  people,  feeling  anxious  and 
sad,  then  the  enemy  of  Allah  Abu  Jahl  passed  by 
him  and  came  to  sit  with  him,  saying  mockingly, 
'  Is  there  anything  new!' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said,  (Yes). 

He  said,  '  What  is  it?' 
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He  said,  I  was  taken  on  a  Journey  last  night. 

He  said,  '  Where  to?' 

He  said,  AWtPi  (To  Bayt  Al-Maqdis). 

He  said,  'Then  this  morning  you  were  among  us!' 
He  said,  (Yes). 

Abu  Jahl  did  not  want  to  say  to  his  face  that  he 
was  lying,  lest  he  deny  saying  it  when  he  called 
other  people  to  hear  him,  so  he  said:  'Do  you 
think  that  if  I  call  your  people,  you  will  tell  them 
about  what  happened!' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said,  (Yes). 

Abu  Jahl  said,  '  0  people  of  Bani  Ka '  b  bin  Lu'ay!' 

People  got  up  from  where  they  were  sitting  and 
came  to  join  them. 

Abu  Jahl  said,  'Tell  your  people  what  you  told 
me.' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said,  ^  ^  (I 

was  taken  on  a  Journey  last  night). 

They  said,  'Whereto!' 

He  said,  (To  Bayt  Al-Maqdis). 

They  said,  'Then  this  morning  you  were  among 
us!’ 

He  said,  (Yes). 

They  began  to  clap  their  hands  together  and  put 
their  hands  on  their  heads  in  astonishment  at  this 
"lie"  -  as  they  claimed  it  to  be. 

They  said,  'Can  you  describe  the  sanctuary  to 
us!' 
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Among  them  were  some  who  had  traveled  to  that 
land  and  seen  the  sanctuary,  so  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  said, 


<JT^ 


’cAj  Uai 


Jlic.  J\  ^jl-i  ^ ij  lilj  ^  j. lall J 

4j]|  jlijt  lj|  j  Aj*ji 

distj  lift  jlSj  (Jli 

<;a  ‘iSl  Jil'ja  IiiSl!  Ill  :^°jS3l  JIS  'JIS 


I  started  to  describe  it,  until  I  reached  a  point 
where  I  was  not  sure  about  some  of  the  details, 
but  then  the  sanctuary  was  brought  close  and 
placed  near  the  house  of  '  Uqayl  -  or  'Iqal  -  so  I 
could  look  at  it  and  describe  the  details. 


I  could  not  remember  those  description. 

The  people  said,  'As  for  the  description,  by  Allah 
he  has  got  it  right." 

This  was  recorded  by  An-Nasa'i  and  Al-Bayhaqi. 


The  Report  of  Abdullah  bin  MasNud 


Al-Hafiz  Abu  Bakr  Al-Bayhaqi  reported  that  Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud 
said: 

"When  the  Messenger  of  Allah  was  taken  on  the  Night 
Journey,  he  went  as  far  as  Sidrat  Al-Muntaha,  which  is 
in  the  sixth  heaven.  Everything  that  ascends  stops  there, 
until  it  is  taken  from  that  point,  and  everything  that 
comes  down  stops  there,  until  it  is  taken  from  there. 

H  a^pjoill  !  — i 

When  that  covered  As-Sidrat  Al-Muntaha  which 
did  cover  it!  (53:16) 

Ibn  Mas'  ud  said: 

"It  is  covered  with  gold  butterflies.  The  Messenger 
of  Allah  was  given  the  five  prayers  and  the  final 
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Ayat  of  Surah  Al-Baqarah,  and  forgiveness  was 
granted  for  major  sins  to  those  who  do  not 
associate  anything  in  worship  with  Allah." 

This  was  recorded  by  Muslim  in  his  Sahih. 


The  Report  of  Abu  Hurayrah 


Al-Bukhari  and  Muslim  reported  in  their  Sahihs  that  Abu 
Hurayrah  said: 


the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

Jlk J  ‘Qa  Alts  ^Jjll  tVj  MjL Lka  'JIS  3k J  121 1  tAkki 


When  I  was  taken  on  the  Night  Journey,  I  met  Musa. 


He  described  him  as  a  man  -  I  think  he  said  -  a  curly- 
haired  man,  as  if  he  were  from  the  tribe  of  Shanu'ah. 

U  i  iMR.  C'Tol  j 


i.  IkilS  3^  Ajlc. 


1  Uslki. 


C5^ 


And  I  met  '  Isa. 

And  the  Prophet  described  him  as  being  of  average 
height,  with  a  reddish  complexion,  as  if  he  had  just  come 
out  of  the  bath. 


iAj  kkif  lj!j  J  3^-3 


And  I  met  Ibrahim,  and  I  am  the  one  who  resembles  him 
most  among  his  children. 


(jk  UaA.lk  Cluifj  ;3^2 

3^3  iClujka  3-l2kti  <  ‘ "  jkjj  L^jI  ki.  3^ 
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I  was  brought  two  vessels,  one  containing  milk  and  the 
other  containing  wine. 


It  was  said  to  me,  'Take  whichever  one  you  want.'  So  I 
took  the  milk  and  drank  it,  and  it  was  said  to  me, 


ds_jC.  Vvf  j]  ii]j|  U«f  i'll,  .af  j|  i " t 


'You  have  been  guided  to  the  Fitrah  -  or  -  You 
have  chosen  the  Fitrah.  If  you  had  chosen  the 
wine,  your  Ummah  would  have  gone  astray.'" 

They  also  recorded  it  with  another  chain  of  narrators. 

Muslim  recorded  that  Abu  Hurayrah  said: 


"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

Ajl3j3  tia3  A_ULa  CIjj  jS  Uo  (AjjS)  ilujlla  ^3  ^iioll  Cluj 


tAj  ill  f  (jc-  (_5A jlt-a  l-o  AjII  jlalt  ^11  llil 


I  remember  being  in  Al-Hijr,  and  the  Quraysh  were 
asking  me  about  my  Night  Journey.  They  asked  me 
things  about  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  that  I  was  not  sure  of,  and 
I  felt  more  anxious  and  stressed  then  than  I  have  ever 
felt.  Then  Allah  raised  up  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  for  me  to  see, 
and  there  was  nothing  they  asked  me  about  but  I  told 
them  about  it. 

jit)  131  j  L  ^ '  ^ajl3  I3lj  tfljjjtll  (j«a  Ar.l  Vk.  ^2 

i'oe-jlui  Lfc0  AjtS-lx^. 


And  I  remember  being  in  a  gathering  of  the  Prophets. 
Musa  was  standing  there  praying,  and  he  was  a  man 
with  curly  hair,  as  if  he  were  one  of  the  men  of 
Shanu'ah. 


J^x-ijLa  sjjC  Aj  I  Aui  0uliSI  ^2!  »jl2  ^jjl  ^  .  *np.  I3j  j 

*^1 
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I  saw  'Isa  bin  Maryam  standing  there  praying,  and  the 
one  who  most  resembles  him  is  'Urwah  bin  Mas' ud  Ath- 
Thaqafi. 


4^^  i  1  jLaj  ^jla  ^sjaI ^)jl  fij 


And  I  saw  Ibrahim  standing  there  praying,  and  the  one 
who  most  resembles  him  is  your  companion  (meaning 
himself). 


(jjUk  lillUa  IjA  (Jli  CliC-j3  Lala  c " ' jl ^  & 

^Ulullj  AjII  tiiiijSla  (4j3c.  ^Ima) 


Then  the  time  for  prayer  came,  and  I  led  them  in  prayer. 
When  I  finished,  a  voice  said,  'O  Muhammad,  this  is 
Malik,  the  keeper  of  Hell,'  so  I  turned  to  him,  and  he 
greeted  me  first." 


The  Time  that  Isra'  took  place,  and  the  Fact  that  it  included 
both  Body  and  Soul,  when  the  Prophet  was  awake,  not  in  a 

DreainBHBl^H^HHi 


Musa  bin  Uqbah  said,  narrating  from  Az-Zuhri: 

"The  Isra  happened  one  year  before  the  Hijrah." 

This  was  also  the  opinion  of  Urwah. 

As-Suddi  said: 

"It  happened  sixteen  months  before  the  Hijrah." 

The  truth  is  that  the  Prophet  was  taken  on  the  Night  Journey 
when  he  was  awake,  not  in  a  dream,  and  he  went  from  Makkah 

to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  riding  on  Al-Buraq. 

When  he  reached  the  door  of  the  sanctuary,  he  tied  up  his 
animal  by  the  door  and  entered,  where  he  prayed  two  Rak'ahs 
to  'greet  the  Masjid'. 

Then  the  Mi' raj  was  brought  to  him,  which  is  a  ladder  with 
steps  which  one  climbs  up.  So  he  went  up  on  it  to  the  first 
heaven,  then  he  went  up  to  the  rest  of  the  seven  heavens. 
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In  each  heaven  he  was  welcomed  by  the  most  pious  of  its 
inhabitants,  and  he  greeted  the  Prophets  who  were  in  the 
various  heavens  according  to  their  positions  and  status. 

He  passed  by  Musa,  the  one  who  spoke  with  Allah,  in  the  sixth 
heaven,  and  Ibrahim,  the  close  friend  (Khalil)  of  Allah  in  the 
seventh  heaven. 

Then  he  surpassed  them  and  all  the  Prophets  in  status  and 
reached  a  level  where  he  could  hear  the  creaking  of  the  pens, 
i.e.,  the  pens  of  destiny  which  write  down  what  is  decreed  to 
happen. 

He  saw  Sidrat  Al-Muntaha,  covered  by  the  command  of  Allah, 
and  its  greatness,  its  butterflies  of  gold  and  various  colors, 
surrounded  by  the  angels.  There  he  saw  Jibril  in  his  real  form, 
with  six  hundred  wings. 

He  saw  green  cushions  blocking  the  horizon.  He  saw  Al-Bayt 
Al-Ma'mur,  and  Ibrahim  Al-Khalil,  the  builder  of  the  earthly 
Ka'bah,  leaning  back  against  it,  the  heavenly  Ka'bah;  every 
day,  seventy  thousand  angels  enter  and  worship  therein,  then 
they  do  not  return  to  it  until  the  Day  of  Resurrection. 

He  saw  Paradise  and  Hell,  and  Allah  enjoined  upon  him  fifty 
prayers,  then  reduced  it  to  five,  as  an  act  of  mercy  and 
kindness  towards  His  servants.  In  this  is  a  strong  indication  of 
the  greatness  and  virtue  of  the  prayers. 

Then  he  came  back  down  to  Bayt  Al-Maqdis,  and  the  Prophets 
came  down  with  him  and  he  led  them  in  prayer  there  when  the 
time  for  prayer  came.  It  may  have  been  the  dawn  prayer  of  that 
day. 

Some  people  claim  that  he  led  them  in  prayer  in  heaven,  but 
the  reports  seem  to  say  that  it  was  in  Bayt  Al-Maqdis. 

In  some  reports  it  says  that  it  happened  when  he  first  entered 
(i.e.,  before  ascending  into  the  heavens),  but  it  is  more  likely 
that  it  was  after  he  came  back,  because  when  he  passed  by 
them  in  the  places  in  the  heavens,  he  asked  Jibril  about  them, 
one  by  one,  and  Jibril  told  him  about  them.  This  is  more 
appropriate,  because  he  was  first  required  to  come  before  the 
Divine  Presence,  so  that  what  Allah  willed  could  be  enjoined 
upon  him  and  his  Ummah.  When  the  matter  for  which  he  was 
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required  had  been  dealt  with,  he  and  his  brother-Prophets 
gathered,  and  his  virtue  and  high  position  in  relation  to  them 
became  apparent  when  he  was  asked  to  come  forward  to  lead 
them,  which  was  when  Jibril  indicated  to  him  that  he  should  do 
so. 

Then  he  came  out  of  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  and  rode  on  Al-Buraq 
back  to  Makkah  in  the  darkness  of  the  night.  And  Allah  knows 
best. 

As  for  his  being  presented  with  the  vessels  containing  milk  and 
honey,  or  milk  and  wine,  or  milk  and  water,  or  all  of  these, 
some  reports  say  that  this  happened  in  Bayt  Al-Maqdis,  and 
others  say  that  it  happened  in  the  heavens.  It  is  possible  that  it 
happened  in  both  places,  because  it  is  like  offering  food  or  drink 
to  a  guest  when  he  arrives,  and  Allah  knows  best. 

The  Prophet  was  taken  on  the  Night  Journey  with  body  and 
soul,  he  was  awake,  not  asleep.  The  evidence  for  this  is  the 

Ayah: 

j. I  tv  °  ^  Ty " l 5 CJ  " 

Glorified  (and  Exalted)  be  He  (Allah)  Who  took  His 
servant  for  a  Journey  by  Night  from  Al-Masjid  Al- 

Haram  to  Al-Masjid  Al-Aqsa,  the  neighborhood 
whereof  We  have  blessed, 

The  words  "Subhan  Allah"  (Glorified  and  exalted 
be  Allah)  are  spoken  in  the  case  of  serious 
matters.  If  it  had  been  a  dream,  it  would  have 
been  a  significant  matter  and  would  not  have 
been  so  astounding;  the  disbelievers  of  the 
Quraysh  would  not  have  hastened  to  label  him  a 
liar  and  the  group  of  people  who  had  become 
Muslims  would  not  have  deserted  the  faith. 

The  word  'Abd  (servant)  refers  to  both  soul  and 
body. 

Allah  says: 

iUl  6.11XJ  (_£  Jj-uf 

took  His  servant  for  a  Journey  by  Night. 
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and: 

oJSU  4Z3  VI  I  jll  C.J 

And  We  made  not  the  vision  which  we  showed 
you  but  a  trial  for  mankind.  (17:60) 

Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"This  is  the  vision  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  saw 
with  his  own  eyes  during  the  Journey  by  Night, 
and  the  cursed  tree  is  the  tree  of  Zaqqum." 

This  was  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari. 

Allah  said: 


^gjLla  Uaj  j  ■  ^  T  y- 1  j  u. 


The  sight  (of  Prophet  Muhammad)  turned  not 
aside  (right  or  left),  nor  it  transgressed  beyond 
the  limit  (ordained  for  it).  (53:17) 

Sight  (Al-Basr)  is  a  physical  faculty,  not  a 
spiritual  one,  and  he  was  carried  on  Al- 
Buraq,  a  shining  white  animal.  This  too 
indicates  a  physical  journey,  because  the 
soul  does  not  need  a  means  of 
transportation  of  this  nature. 

And  Allah  knows  best. 


An  Interesting  Story 


In  his  book  Dala'il  An-Nubuwwah,  Al-Hafiz  Abu  Nu'aym  Al- 
Isbahani  recorded  via  Muhammad  bin  Umar  Al-Waqidi  who  said: 

Malik  bin  Abi  Ar-Rijjal  told  me  from  Amr  bin  Abdullah  that 
Muhammad  bin  Ka'  b  Al-Qurazi  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  sent  Dihyah  bin  Khalifah  to 
Caesar." 

He  mentioned  how  he  came  to  him,  and  described  an 
incident  that  showed  how  wise  Caesar  was. 
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He  sent  for  the  Arab  merchants  who  were  in  Syria  and 
Abu  Sufyan  Sakhr  bin  Harb  and  his  companions  were 
brought  to  him.  He  asked  them  the  well-known  questions 
that  were  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari  and  Muslim,  as  we 
shall  discuss  below,  and  Abu  Sufyan  tried  hard  to  give 
the  impression  that  this  was  an  insignificant  issue. 

(The  narrator)  said  that  Abu  Sufyan  (later)  said: 

"By  Allah,  nothing  stopped  me  from  saying 
something  to  Heraclius  to  make  him  despise 
(Muhammad)  but  the  fact  that  I  did  not  want  to 
tell  a  lie  that  would  later  be  found  out,  and  he 
would  never  believe  me  again  after  that. 

Then  I  told  him  about  the  night  on  which  he  was 
taken  on  the  Night  Journey. 

I  said:  '0  King,  shall  I  not  tell  you  of  something 
from  which  you  will  know  that  he  is  lying!' 

He  said,  '  What  is  it?' 

I  said:  'He  claims  that  he  went  out  of  our  land, 
the  land  of  Al-Haram,  in  one  night,  and  came  to 
your  sanctuary  in  Jerusalem,  then  came  back  to 
us  the  same  night,  before  morning  came.' 

The  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  was  there,  standing 
next  to  Caesar. 

The  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem  said:  'I  know  that 
night.' 

Caesar  looked  at  him  and  said,  'How  do  you 
know  about  this!' 

He  said, 

'I  never  used  to  sleep  at  night  until  I 
closed  the  doors  of  the  sanctuary.  On  that 
night  I  closed  all  the  doors  except  for  one, 
which  I  could  not  manage  to  close.  I  asked 
my  workers  and  others  who  were  with  me 
to  help  me  deal  with  it,  but  we  could  not 
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move  it.  It  was  like  trying  to  move  a 
mountain.  So  I  called  the  carpenters,  and 
they  looked  at  it  and  said:  The  lintel  and 
some  part  of  the  structure  has  fallen  onto 
it.  We  cannot  move  it  until  morning,  when 
we  will  be  able  to  see  what  the  problem  is. 

So  I  went  back  and  left  those  two  doors 
open. 

The  next  morning  I  went  back,  and  saw 
that  the  stone  at  the  corner  of  the 
sanctuary  had  a  hole  in  it,  and  there  were 
traces  of  an  animal  having  been  tethered 
there. 

I  said  to  my  companions:  This  door  has 
not  been  closed  last  night  except  for  a 
Prophet,  who  prayed  last  night  in  our 
sanctuary.'" 

And  he  mentioned  the  rest  of  the  Hadith. 

In  his  book  At-Tanwir  fi  Mawlid  As-Siraj  Al-Munir,  Al- 
Hafiz  Abu  Al-Khattab  Umar  bin  Dihyah  mentioned  the 
Hadith  of  the  Isra'  narrated  from  Anas,  and  spoke  well 
about  it,  then  he  said: 

"The  reports  of  the  Hadith  of  the  Isra'  reach  the 
level  of  Mutawatir. 

They  were  narrated  from; 

•  Umar  bin  Al-Khattab, 

•  Ali,  Ibn  Mas'  ud, 

•  Abu  Dharr, 

•  Malik  bin  Sa'  sa'  ah, 

•  Abu  Hurayrah, 

•  Abu  Sa'  id, 

•  Ibn  Abbas, 

•  Shaddad  bin  Aws, 

•  Ubayy  bin  Ka'  b, 
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•  Abdur-Rahman  bin  Qarat, 

•  Abu  Habbah  Al-Ansari, 

•  Abu  Layla  Al-Ansari, 

•  Abdullah  bin  '  Amr, 

•  Jabir,  Hudhayfah, 

•  Buraydah, 

•  Abu  Ayub, 

•  Abu  Umamah, 

•  Samurah  bin  Jundub, 

•  Abu  Al-Hamra', 

•  Suhayb  Ar-Rumi, 

•  Umm  Hani',  and 

•  A'ishah  and  Asma',  the  daughters  of  Abu 
Bakr  As-Siddiq, 

may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them  all. 

Some  of  them  narrated  the  incident  at  length,  and  others 
narrated  it  more  briefly,  as  was  reported  in  the  Musnad 
collections. 


Even  though  some  reports  do  not  fulfill  the  conditions  of 
Sahih,  nevertheless  the  Muslims  agreed  unanimously  on 
the  fact  that  the  Isra'  happened,  and  it  was  rejected 
only  by  the  heretics  and  apostates. 


'  'lu! 


They  intend  to  put  out  the  Light  of  Allah  with  their 
mouths.  But  Allah  will  bring  His  Light  to  perfection 
even  though  the  disbelievers  hate  (it).  (61:8) 
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al  J  C -  1  jfDl  ^^-uJ Ijjjlc-  J 

17:2  And  We  gave  Musa  the  Scripture  and  made  it  a 
guidance  for  the  Children  of  Israel  (saying): 

x £j  (J  ji  O*  1 V! 

"Take  none  other  than  Me  as  (your)  Wakil." 

4  "  O'--**  55£  > 

£  >>  £*  Ajj^ 

17:3  "O  offspring  of  those  whom  We  carried  (in  the 
ship)  with  Nuh! 

i  jj£s  'jS  a 

Verily,  he  was  a  grateful  servant." 


Musa  and  how  He  was  given  the  Tawrah 


When  Allah  mentions  how  He  took  His  servant  Muhammad,  on 
the  Journey  by  Night,  He  follows  it  by  mentioning  Musa,  His 
servant  and  Messenger  who  also  spoke  with  Him.  Allah  often 
mentions  Muhammad  and  Musa  together,  may  the  peace  and 
blessings  of  Allah  be  upon  them  both,  and  he  mentions  the 
Tawrah  and  the  Qur'an  together.  So  after  mentioning  the 
Isra', 

He  says: 


LA3SJI 


12ST 


And  We  gave  Musa  the  Scripture, 
meaning  the  Tawrah. 


A  ~4» 


?>j ... 


and  made  it, 

meaning  the  Scripture, 
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...  ... 


a  guidance, 

meaning  a  guide, 

1  j, ^1  (JjjIjjjJ  ... 

for  the  Children  of  Israel  (saying):  "Take  none..." 
means,  lest  they  should  take, 

(Y)  l>  ... 


"...  other  than  Me  as  (your)  WakiE." 

means,  'you  have  no  protector,  supporter  or  god 
besides  Me,'  because  Allah  revealed  to  every 
Prophet  that  he  should  worship  Him  alone  with  no 
partner  or  associate. 

Then  Allah  says: 


l  'T'-v 


0  offspring  of  those  whom  We  carried  (in  the  ship)  with 
Nuh, 

by  addressing  the  descendants  of  those  who  were 
carried  in  the  ship  with  Nuh  there  is  a  reminder  of 
the  blessings,  as  if  Allah  is  saying:  'O 
descendants  of  those  whom  We  saved  and  carried 
in  the  ship  with  Nuh,  follow  in  the  footsteps  of 
your  father, 


(V)  Ijj^i  !(&.  jlS  ajI 


Verily,  he  was  a  grateful  servant. 

'  Remember  the  blessing  I  have  granted  you  by 
sending  Muhammad.' 

Imam  Ahmad  reported  that  Anas  bin  Malik  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 
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L-ljjoU  jf  <3Stll  (JSIj  jjl  3V»11  ^jc.  4&I  (_jl 

LgllSc.  <Ull  -la.a.43  4jjpi]l 


Allah  will  be  pleased  with  His  servant  if, 
when  he  eats  something  or  drinks 
something,  he  praises  Allah  for  it." 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Muslim,  At-Tirmidhi 
and  An-Nasa'i. 

Malik  said  about  Zayd  bin  Aslam: 

"He  used  to  praise  Allah  in  all 

circumstances." 


In  this  context,  Al-Bukhari  mentioned  the  Hadith  of  Abu 
Zar'ah  narrating  from  Abu  Hurayrah,  who  said  that  the 
Prophet  said: 

4  Voli  ^  4J  j  T . ..  \jf 


I  will  be  the  leader  of  the  sons  of  Adam  on  the 
Day  of  Resurrection... 


He  quoted  the  Hadith  at  length,  and  in  the 
Hadith,  the  Prophet  said: 


JaI  JLjll  JJ  U  i'uJjQ  UkjS  'ujiti 

liljj  ^1  Lj]  il  jjSjoi  I^JC.  4&I  tdCalii  .13  j 


They  will  come  to  Nuh  and  will  say,  'O  Nuh,  you 
were  the  first  of  the  Messengers  sent  to  the 
people  of  earth,  and  Allah  called  you  grateful 
servant,  so  intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord.' 


And  he  quoted  the  Hadith  in  full. 


cJ  LI#  1)4  cs^  J! 

17:4  And  We  decreed  for  the  Children  of  Israel  in 
the  Scripture: 
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f  f*  jM  4o  *•*-  "js  '  •  s  •> 

1 J±F>  ijJC-  O^J 


"Indeed  you  would  do  mischief  in  the  land  twice 
and  you  will  become  tyrants  and  extremely 
arrogant!" 


ijJCi  ^ jf  \j3  ffilc.  1  na  \  L<4_S  jf  Ac-j  $.lk  I  Jill 

Iac.j  (jl^j  AiAjuj 


17:5  So,  when  the  promise  came  for  the  first  of  the 
two.  We  sent  against  you  servants  of  Ours  given  to 
terrible  warfare.  They  entered  the  very  innermost 
parts  of  your  homes.  And  it  was  a  promise 
(completely)  fulfilled. 


'a*, j  jJjUL  jilajUl  j  ^  S  j3 1  Ujj'j  ^5 


17:6  Then  We  gave  you  a  return  of  victory  over 
them.  And  We  helped  you  with  wealth  and  children 
and  made  you  more  numerous  in  manpower. 


17:7  (And  We  said):  "If  you  do  good,  you  do  good 
for  your  own  selves,  and  if  you  do  evil  (you  do  it) 
against  yourselves." 


1  jkj  jug  &  J  ;ik  1111 

1  jlc.  1_«  1  Jjjjj] J  (J  jl  0 


Then,  when  the  second  promise  came  to  pass,  (We 
permitted  your  enemies)  to  disgrace  your  faces  and 
to  enter  the  Masjid  as  they  had  entered  it  before, 
and  to  destroy  with  utter  destruction  all  that  fell  in 
their  hands. 
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Allah  tells; 

(_^3  V  aflol  i_ilj£2l  ^3  (Jjjl  jjoil  ^1  LiliJaSj 

( i )  I  jjjS  I  jlc. 


And  We  decreed  for  the  Children  of  Israel  in  the 
Scripture:  "Indeed  you  would  do  mischief  in  the  land 
twice  and  you  will  become  tyrants  and  extremely 
arrogant!" 

Allah  tells  us  that  He  made  a  declaration  to  the 
Children  of  Israel  in  the  Scripture,  meaning  that 
He  had  already  told  them  in  the  Book  which  He 
revealed  to  them,  that  they  would  cause  mischief 
on  the  earth  twice,  and  would  become  tyrants 
and  extremely  arrogant,  meaning  they  would 
become  shameless  oppressors  of  people,  Allah 
says: 

' *  •'** *  ^2  9 ^  l  j  4_ill  Luisas j 

And  We  made  known  this  decree  to  him,  that  the 
root  of  those  (sinners)  was  to  be  cut  off  in  the 
early  morning.  (15:66), 

meaning,  We  already  told  him  about  that 
and  informed  him  of  it. 
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The  First  Episode  of  Mischief  caused  by  the  Jews,  and  thei 
for 


Allah  tells; 


.IC-j  l-ij-2 


So,  when  the  promise  came  for  the  first  of  the  two, 
meaning  the  first  of  the  two  episodes  of  mischief. 

Ajiai  (Jjtj  Jjf  Ij3  I41jC.  4\jV,  Ijjaj  ... 


We  sent  against  you  servants  of  Ours  given  to  terrible 
warfare. 


means,  'We  unleashed  soldiers  against  you  from 
among  Our  creatures  who  were  given  to  terrible 
warfare,1  i.e.,  they  had  great  strength  and 
weapons  and  power. 


jiti.  1  j .  .A  ■>.  j 

They  entered  the  very  innermost  parts  of  your  homes. 

meaning  they  took  possession  of  your  land  and 
invaded  the  very  innermost  parts  of  your  homes, 
going  between  and  through  your  houses,  coming 
and  going  freely  with  no  fear  of  anyone. 


(o)  1.1c. j  jjlSj 

And  it  was  a  promise  (completely)  fulfilled. 

The  earlier  and  later  commentators  differed  over  the 
identity  of  these  invaders. 

Many  Israiliyyat  (reports  from  Jewish  sources)  were 
narrated  about  this,  but  I  did  not  want  to  make  this  book 
too  long  by  mentioning  them,  because  some  of  them  are 
fabricated,  concocted  by  their  heretics,  and  others  may 
be  true,  but  we  have  no  need  of  them,  praise  be  to 
Allah. 

What  Allah  has  told  us  in  His  Book  (the  Qur'an)  is 
sufficient  and  we  have  no  need  of  what  is  in  the  other 
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books  that  came  before.  Neither  Allah  nor  His  Messenger 
required  us  to  refer  to  them. 

Allah  told  His  Messenger  that  when  (the  Jews) 
committed  transgression  and  aggression,  Allah 
gave  their  enemies  power  over  them  to  destroy 
their  country  and  enter  the  innermost  parts  of 
their  homes.  Their  humiliation  and  subjugation 
was  a  befitting  punishment,  and  your  Lord  is 
never  unfair  or  unjust  to  His  servants.  They  had 
rebelled  and  killed  many  of  the  Prophets  and 
scholars. 

Ibn  Jarir  recorded  that  Yahya  bin  Sa'id  said:  "I  heard 
Sa'  id  bin  Al-Musayyib  saying: 

'Nebuchadnezzar  conquered  Ash-Sham  (Greater 
Syria,  including  Palestine),  destroying  Jerusalem 
and  killing  them,  then  he  came  to  Damascus  and 
found  blood  boiling  in  a  censer. 

He  asked  them:  What  is  this  blood? 


They  said:  We  found  our  forefathers  doing  this. 


Because  of  that  blood,  he  killed  seventy  thousand 
of  the  believers  and  others,  then  the  blood 
stopped  boiling. 


This  report  is  Sahih  from  Sa'id  bin  Al-Musayyib,  and 
this  event  is  well-known,  as  he  (Nebuchadnezzar)  killed 
their  nobles  and  scholars,  and  did  not  leave  alive  anyone 
who  knew  the  Tawrah  by  heart.  He  took  many  prisoners 
from  the  sons  of  the  Prophets  and  others,  and  did  many 
other  things  that  would  take  too  long  to  mention  here.  If 
we  had  found  anything  that  was  correct  or  close  enough, 
we  could  have  written  it  and  reported  it  here.  And  Allah 
knows  best. 


I  Jjii  jmS!  ~T» a. j  (jjilj  £_)!  j-aL  Ag-llc.  ajSlI 

0) 


Then  We  gave  you  a  return  of  victory  over  them.  And  We 
helped  you  with  wealth  and  children  and  made  you  more 
numerous  in  manpower. 
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Then  Allah  says: 


l^ia  (jlj  fJL. iiajtj  ..ViLL'-vt  .i-vf  ^jl 

(And  We  said):  "If  you  do  good,  you  do  good  for  your 
own  selves,  and  if  you  do  evil  (you  do  it)  against 
yourselves." 

As  Allah  says  elsewhere: 

Ig-JjLfl  eljaif  4  j,  nV'U  J-aC.  (jx 

Whosoever  does  a  righteous  good  deed,  it  is  for 
(the  benefit  of)  himself;  and  whosoever  does  evil, 
it  is  against  himself.  (45:15) 


The  Second  Episode  of  Mischiel 


Then  Allah  says: 


JC-j  lill 


Then,  when  the  second  promise  came  to  pass, 

meaning,  the  second  episode  of  mischief,  when 
your  enemies  came  again, 


^Aj^. j  IjjjjjiJ  ... 


(We  permitted  your  enemies)  to  disgrace  your  faces, 
meaning,  to  humiliate  you  and  subdue  you, 

It  ‘ “ ^ j' 


and  to  enter  the  Masjid, 

meaning,  Bayt  Al-Maqdis  (Jerusalem). 

(Jjf  UaS 


as  they  had  entered  it  before, 

when  they  entered  the  very  innermost  parts  of 
your  homes. 
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and  to  destroy, 


wrecking  and  inflicting  ruin  upon  it. 


I’jk  Ua  ... 


all  that  fell  in  their  hands. 


everything  they  could  get  their  hands  on. 


(V)  Ijjjjj  ... 


with  utter  destruction.  It  may  be  that  your  Lord  may 
show  mercy  unto  you, 

meaning  that  He  may  rid  you  of  them. 


but  if  you  return  (to  sins),  We  shall  return  (to  Our 
punishment). 

meaning,  if  you  return  to  causing  mischief, 

Ujc.  (We  shall  return)  means, 

We  'will  once  again  punish  you  in  this 
world,  along  with  the  punishment  and 
torment  We  save  for  you  in  the  Hereafter.' 


(A)  I  jAj-ok  L, 


... 


And  We  have  made  Hell  a  prison  (Hasir)  for  the 
disbelievers. 

meaning,  a  place  of  permanent  detention,  a 
prison  which  cannot  be  avoided  or  escaped. 

Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"Hasir  here  means  a  jail." 
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Mujahid  said, 

"They  will  be  detained  in  it." 

Others  said  like-  wise. 

Al-Hasan  said, 

"Hasir  means  a  bed  of  Fire." 

Qatadah  said: 

"The  Children  of  Israel  returned  to  aggression,  so 
Allah  sent  this  group  against  them,  Muhammad 
and  his  companions,  who  made  them  pay  the 
Jizyah,  with  willing  submission,  and  feeling 
themselves  subdued." 


"  .  o  ^  ^  a*f  "  o  "  o  "  Z  « 

'  UJ^  U3$ 

17:9  Verily,  this  Qur'an  guides  to  that  which  is  most 
just  and  right  and  gives  good  news  to  those  who 
believe,  those  who  do  righteous  deeds,  that  they 
will  have  a  great  reward  (Paradise). 

Cull  Gl  Ac.  IjAjc.1  (jjlajJ  V  (jjpll  d  j 

17:10  And  that  those  who  do  not  believe  in  the 
Hereafter,  for  them  We  have  prepared  a  painful 
torment  (Hell). 


Praising  the  Qur'an 


Allah  praises  His  noble  Book, 

...  ^jil  'JJS  lii  ‘o! 

Verily,  this  Qur'an  guides  to  that  which  is  most  just  and 
right 
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Allah  praises  His  noble  Book,  the  Qur'an,  which 
He  revealed  to  His  Messenger  Muhammad.  It 
directs  people  to  the  best  and  clearest  of  ways. 


(jjjLajjjall  j  uix  <  j 


and  gives  good  news  to  those  who  believe,  (in  it) 


l" \W\\ . ^.11  (jjjll 


those  who  do  righteous  deeds, 

in  accordance  with  it,  telling  them, 

0) ' ' jW  (4^ ... 


that  they  will  have  a  great  reward, 
i.e.,  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection. 
And  He  tells 


...  ? (j>4jy  ^  c)j 


those  who  do  not  believe  in  the  Hereafter, 

p  •  )  OjC.  ... 


We  have  prepared  for  them  is  a  painful  torment, 
i.e.  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection. 

As  Allah  says: 


...  then  announce  to  them  a  painful  torment. 
(84:24) 


17:11  And  man  invokes  (Allah)  for  evil  as  he 
invokes  (Allah)  for  good  and  man  is  ever  hasty. 
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Man's  Haste  and  Prayers  against  Himself 


Allah  tells; 


U^1 

And  man  invokes  (Allah)  for  evil  as  he  invokes  (Allah)  for 
good  and  man  is  ever  hasty. 

Allah  tells  us  about  man's  haste  and  how  he 
sometimes  prays  against  himself  or  his  children 
or  his  wealth,  praying  for  something  bad  to 
happen  for  them,  or  for  them  to  die  or  be 
destroyed,  invoking  curses,  etc.  If  Allah  were  to 
answer  his  prayer,  he  would  be  destroyed 
because  of  it,  as  Allah  says: 


'JS. II  *311  °/j 


And  were  Allah  to  hasten  for  mankind  the  evil... 
(10:11) 

This  is  how  it  was  interpreted  by  Ibn  Abbas, 
Mujahid  and  Qatadah. 

We  have  already  discussed  the  Hadith: 

I jSal'jS  Uj  I U 

*  -  Lj^jl  uj  Ai- Hu 

Do  not  pray  against  yourselves  or  your  wealth, 
for  that  might  coincide  with  a  time  when  Allah 
answers  prayers. 

What  makes  the  son  of  Adam  do  that  is  his 
anxiety  and  haste. 

Allah  says: 

() ))  ^y\  'j&j 

And  man  is  ever  hasty. 

Salman  Al-Farisi  and  Ibn  Abbas  mentioned  the  story  of 
Adam,  when  he  wanted  to  get  up  before  his  soul  reached 
his  feet. 
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When  his  soul  was  breathed  into  him,  it  entered 
his  body  from  his  head  downwards.  When  it 
reached  his  brain  he  sneezed,  and  said, 

"Al-Hamdu  Lillah"  (praise  be  to  Allah), 

and  Allah  said,  "May  your  Lord  have  mercy  on 
you,  O  Adam." 

When  it  reached  his  eyes,  he  opened  them,  and 
when  it  reached  his  body  and  limbs  he  started  to 
stare  at  them  in  wonder. 

He  wanted  to  get  up  before  it  reached  his  feet, 
but  he  could  not. 

He  said,  "0  Lord,  make  it  happen  before  night 
comes." 


17:12  And  We  have  appointed  the  night  and  the  day 
as  two  Ayat  (signs). 

1  jin nj  o  Aula-  1  j  AjI^.  Ij ^ 

t. _ A jl j  '^Sc-  1  jxilat'ij j 

Then,  We  have  obliterated  the  sign  of  the  night 
(with  darkness)  while  We  have  made  the  sign  of  the 
day  illuminating,  that  you  may  seek  bounty  from 
your  Lord,  and  that  you  may  know  the  number  of 
the  years  and  to  count  (periods  of  time). 


a 


3L* 


And  We  have  explained  everything  (in  detail)  with 
full  explanation. 


The  Night  and  Day  are  Signs  of  the  Great  Power  of  Allah 


Allah  says: 
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jlglll  l  jla.  j  jjjlll  4_ll  lj_j^-a3  (jjlll  j  '  'T»  ■>■  j 


And  We  have  appointed  the  night  and  the  day  as  two 
Ayat  (signs).  Then,  We  have  obliterated  the  sign  of  the 
night  (with  darkness)  while  We  have  made  the  sign  of 
the  day  illuminating, 

Allah  reminds  us  of  the  great  signs  that  He 
created,  including  the  alternation  of  the  night  and 
day,  so  that  people  may  rest  at  night,  and  go  out 
and  earn  a  living,  do  their  work,  and  travel  during 
the  day,  and  so  that  they  may  know  the  number 
of  days,  weeks,  months  and  years,  so  they  will 
know  the  appointed  times  for  paying  debts,  doing 
acts  of  worship,  dealing  with  transactions,  paying 
rents  and  so  on. 

Allah  says: 


that  you  may  seek  bounty  from  your  Lord, 
meaning,  in  your  living  and  travels  etc. 

L_lLuiaJ  j  ^  Ux  all  1  jJx  lie 


and  that  you  may  know  the  number  of  the  years  and  to 
count. 


If  time  stood  still  and  never  changed,  we  would 
not  know  any  of  these  things,  as  Allah  says: 


jjx  A  *  jail  Jl  (Jjll  aIII  (_J*V  (j!  jit  J  Ja 

!/li!  f  Uj. aIII  jjc.  4_J) 

A  *  -jjll  pjj  ^11  a31I  (Jxa.  jjl  (Js 

UJJ-‘  4_iS  jj  iJ-A^  ?  ^311  jjc-  <4  Cy* 

1  Aj3  1  j jSj. ail  (JJI  (_J*V  lJAJ 

qj  aSlx  I  j  4Jlaa3 
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Say:  "Tell  me!  If  Allah  made  the  night  continuous 
for  you  till  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  which  god 
besides  Allah  could  bring  you  light!  Will  you  not 
then  hear!" 

Say:  "Tell  me!  If  Allah  made  the  day  continuous 
for  you  till  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  which  god 
besides  Allah  could  bring  you  night  wherein  you 
rest!  Will  you  not  then  see!" 

It  is  out  of  His  mercy  that  He  has  made  for  you 
the  night  and  the  day  that  you  may  rest  therein 
and  that  you  may  seek  of  His  bounty  -  and  in 
order  that  you  may  be  grateful.  (28:71-73) 

tj-aSj  y. Lajoill  ^3  (Jjta.  (_£  3ll 

!  Jjl-a 

jt  (jt  jlJ  (Jj3I 

Blessed  be  He  Who  has  placed  the  big  stars  in  the 
heaven,  and  has  placed  therein  a  great  lamp 
(sun),  and  a  moon  giving  light. 

And  He  it  is  Who  has  put  the  night  and  the  day  in 
succession,  for  such  who  desires  to  remember  or 
desires  to  show  his  gratitude.  (25:61-62) 

JA\  LLSjII  aIj 


and  His  is  the  alternation  of  night  and  day. 
(23:80) 

jjSjj  jLgiJI  Jk.  jjSj 


He  makes  the  night  to  go  in  the  day  and  makes 
the  day  to  go  in  the  night.  And  He  has  subjected 
the  sun  and  the  moon.  Each  running  (on  a  fixed 
course)  for  an  appointed  term.  Verily,  He  is  the 
All-Mighty,  the  Oft-Forgiving.  (39:5) 
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cJIj  Lsbjuia*  jJallj  jjjiajoJIj  t j&l  •<  (JJI  l  Jj.  --■ y '  (jJ li 

ajLJI  ^jjjkll  jdij 


(He  is  the)  Cleaver  of  the  daybreak.  He  has 
appointed  the  night  for  resting,  and  the  sun  and 
the  moon  for  reckoning.  Such  is  the  measuring  of 
the  All-Mighty,  the  All-Knowing.  (6:96) 


CJ J -a  l^la  Ala  (JJI  AjI?.  j 

ajlxll  ^jj^jxll  cJIj  jAj  a  a)  1  (_yiAdll  j 


And  a  sign  for  them  is  the  night.  We  withdraw 
therefrom  the  day,  and  behold,  they  are  in 
darkness. 


And  the  sun  runs  on  its  fixed  course  for  a  term 
(appointed).  That  is  the  decree  of  the  All-Mighty, 
the  All-Knowing.  (36:37-38) 


Allah  has  made  the  night  a  sign  having  distinguishing 
features  by  which  it  is  known.  These  features  include  the 
darkness  and  the  appearance  of  the  moon.  The  day  also 
has  distinguishing  features  by  which  it  is  known;  the 
light  and  the  appearance  of  the  shining  sun.  He  made  a 
distinction  between  the  light  of  the  moon  and  the  light  of 
the  sun,  so  that  they  may  be  distinguished  from  one 
another,  as  Allah  says: 


'Jjlia  c '  jj. <a  ij'i Si  ja 

V)  Alii  jjfiL  Ua  i_jluEsJlj  all  1  j-alxj] 


It  is  He  Who  made  the  sun  a  shining  thing  and 
the  moon  a  light  and  measured  out  for  it  stages 
that  you  might  know  the  number  of  years  and  to 
count  (periods  of  time).  Allah  did  not  create  this 
but  in  truth.  (10:5)  until,  uJ&4  (Ayat  for 

those  people  who  keep  their  duty  to  Allah,  and 
fear  Him  much).  (10:6) 

dual  j-a  Ja  AJaVI  (jc-  tJjjl-iaij 

They  ask  you  about  the  crescent  moons. 

Say:  "These  are  signs  to  mark  fixed  periods  of 
time  for  mankind  and  for  the  pilgrimage."  (2:189) 
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5_ll  l  ^  j  Jj!]!  Aji 

Then,  We  have  obliterated  the  sign  of  the  night  (with 
darkness)  while  We  have  made  the  sign  of  the  day 
illuminating, 

Ibn  Jurayj  reported  that  Abdullah  bin  Kathir  commented 
on  this  Ayah: 

"(It  means)  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the 
twilight  of  the  day." 

Ibn  Jurayj  reported  that  Mujahid  said: 

"The  sun  is  the  sign  of  the  day  and  the  moon  is 
the  sign  of  the  night.  (We  have 

obliterated  the  sign  of  the  night),  this  refers  to 
the  moon's  blackness,  which  is  how  Allah  has 
created  it." 


(jjjjl  Jjlil  l  'f*  a.  j 

And  We  have  appointed  the  night  and  the  day  as  two 

Ayat. 

Ibn  Abi  Najih  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"By  night  and  day,  this  is  how  Allah  created  them, 
may  He  be  glorified." 


p  Y  )  aliSLaS  s-  j 

And  We  have  explained  everything  (in  detail)  with  full 
explanation. 


-  o  "  .S  -t  *  o„  f.  -*  9  'o  5S 

4J  <aic.  ^3  a  jjJa  A__La^JI  £j_uU]  j 

4_aL  Ij\j£  A  a  jail 

17:13  And  We  have  fastened  every  man's  Ta'irah 
(deeds)  to  his  neck,  and  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection, 
We  shall  bring  out  for  him  a  Book  which  he  will  find 
wide  open. 
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tjuA  tiljlc.  ^°jA\  IjS! 

17:14  (It  will  be  said  to  him):  "Read  your  Book.  You 
yourself  are  sufficient  as  a  reckoner  against  you 
this  Day." 


Every  Person  will  have  the  Book  of  his  Deeds  with  Him 


After  mentioning  time,  and  the  deeds  of  the  son  of  Adam  that 
take  place  therein,  Allah  says: 

4  a\r.  ^^3  aj-lOa  alXajlt  jjUoijl 

And  We  have  fastened  every  man's  Ta'irah  (deeds)  to 
his  neck, 

The  word  Ta'irah  (lit.  something  that  flies)  refers 
to  man's  deeds  which  fly  from  him,  as  Ibn  Abbas, 
Mujahid  and  others  said. 

It  includes  both  good  deeds  and  bad  deeds,  he 
will  be  forced  to  acknowledge  them  and  will  be 
rewarded  or  punished  accordingly. 

jjj  t  ijj  tJlSla  JbtJ 
a^y  ! jjoi  a  (JliLa  Jaulj  (j-aj 


So  whosoever  does  good  equal  to  the  weight  of  a 
speck  of  dust  shall  see  it. 

And  whosoever  does  evil  equal  to  the  weight  of  a 
speck  of  dust  shall  see  it.  (99:7-8) 

Allah  says: 


.11*3  (JLajuJI  tjC-J  ill  (jC-  (jLialLall  j| 

3jjC-  t_ij3  j  4j  jl  V  1  ijS  (j-a  laiL  l!a 


(Remember)  that  the  two  receivers  (recording 
angels)  receive  (each  human  being),  one  sitting 
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on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left  (to  note  his  or  her 
actions). 

Not  a  word  does  he  (or  she)  utter  but  there  is  a 
watcher  by  him  ready  (to  record  it).  (50:17-18) 

Ujk?  fSjk.  lj!j 


But  verily,  over  you  (are  appointed  angels  in 
charge  of  mankind)  to  watch  you,  Kiraman 
(Honorable)  Katibin  -  writing  down  (your  deeds), 
they  know  all  that  you  do.  (82:10-12) 


C. 


UJl 


You  are  only  being  requited  for  what  you  used  to 
do. (52:16) 


JI«kj 


L>° 


whosoever  works  evil,  will  have  the  recompense 
thereof.  (4:123) 

The  meaning  is  that  the  deeds  of  the  sons  of 
Adam  are  preserved,  whether  they  are  great  or 
small,  and  they  are  recorded  night  and  day, 
morning  and  evening. 

(  ^  '  JJ-dA.a  a liL  ljlj£  <1  ... 

and  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  We  shall  bring  out  for 
him  a  Book  which  he  will  find  wide  open. 

meaning,  'We  will  collect  all  of  his  deeds  for  him 
in  a  Book  which  will  be  given  to  him  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection,  either  in  his  right  hand,  if  he  is  one 
of  the  blessed,  or  in  his  left  hand  if  he  is  one  of 
the  wretched.' 

Ijjliia  (wide  open)  means, 
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it  will  be  open  for  him  and  others  to  read 
all  of  his  deeds,  from  the  beginning  of  his 
life  until  the  end. 


^)i.f  J  Uoj  AJ-ajJ  (j-jaiiVI  tjjj 

a  J..V  .aJ  Jc.  0^3$  \ 

jlj 

On  that  Day  man  will  be  informed  of  what  (deeds) 
he  sent  forward,  and  what  (deeds)  he  left  behind. 

Nay!  Man  will  be  a  witness  against  himself, 
though  he  may  put  forth  his  excuses.  (75:13-15) 

Allah  says: 

p  i )  l a jj. aa.  liLlc-  ^  jjJI  tiLljS  I  jil 

(It  will  be  said  to  him):  "Read  your  Book.  You  yourself 
are  sufficient  as  a  reckoner  against  you  this  Day." 

meaning,  you  have  not  been  treated  unjustly  and 
nothing  has  been  recorded  against  you  except 
what  you  have  done,  because  you  remember 
everything  that  you  have  done,  and  no  one  will 
forget  anything  that  he  did.  Everyone  will  be  able 
to  read  his  Book,  whether  he  is  literate  or 
illiterate. 


<ajc.  ^^3  ajjUa 

And  We  have  fastened  every  man's  Ta'irah  (deeds)  to 
his  neck, 

The  neck  is  mentioned  because  it  is  a  part  of  the 
body  that  has  no  counterpart,  and  when  one  is 
restrained  by  it,  he  has  no  escape. 

Ma'mar  narrated  from  Qatadah, 

"His  deeds,  fji  ^  (and  on  the  Day  of 

Resurrection,  We  shall  bring  out  for  him),  We 
shall  bring  forth  those  deeds." 
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Ijjlila  ftliL  UU&  (a  Book  which  he  will  find  wide  open). 


Ma' mar  said:  Al-Hasan  recited, 

-lutS  jJLajudll  ij.la  jll  jc 


one  sitting  on  the  right  and  one  on  the  left. 
(50:17) 

And  he  said; 

"0  son  of  Adam,  your  Book  has  been 
opened  for  you,  and  two  noble  angels  have 
been  entrusted  to  accompany  you,  one  on 
your  right  and  one  on  your  left. 

The  one  who  is  on  your  right  records  your 
good  deeds,  and  the  one  who  is  on  your 
left  records  your  bad  deeds.  'So  do 
whatever  you  want,  a  lot  or  a  little,  until 
you  die,  then  I  will  fold  up  your  Book  and 
tie  it  to  your  neck  with  you  in  your  grave. 
Then  when  you  come  out  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection,  you  will  find  the  Book  wide 
open,  so  read  your  Book.' 

By  Allah,  the  One  Who  makes  you 
accountable  for  your  own  deeds  is  being 
perfectly  just." 

These  are  some  of  the  best  words  Al-Hasan  ever 
spoke,  may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him. 


(JjJaJ  (JjJa  (j-oj  AjoiajJ  Cajli 

17:15  Whoever  goes  right,  then  he  goes  right  only 
for  the  benefit  of  himself.  And  whoever  goes  astray, 
then  he  goes  astray  at  his  own  loss. 
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jjj  “jj'j  jjm  V  j 

No  one  laden  with  burdens  can  bear  another's 
burden. 

V  JJJJ j  dlAJU  (jjjilsua  Uo j 

And  We  never  punish  until  We  have  sent  a 
Messenger  (to  give  warning). 


No  One  will  have  to  bear  the  Sins  of  Another 


Allah  tells; 


I  £  -lie.  >»  i  Uajls  (_J Ja  J-a  j  aS  j  j  UojIs  (_£.!!&  I  Jj-a 


Whoever  goes  right,  then  he  goes  right  only  for  the 
benefit  of  himself.  And  whoever  goes  astray,  then  he 
goes  astray  at  his  own  loss. 

Allah  tells  us  that  whoever  is  guided  and  follows 
the  truth,  walking  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Prophet, 
he  will  gain  the  good  consequences  of  that  for 
himself. 

Jka  J  (And  whoever  goes  astray), 

meaning  from  the  truth,  deviating  from 
the  way  of  guidance,  he  is  wronging 
himself  and  will  have  to  bear  the 
consequences. 

Then  Allah  says: 

...  LS  J=^  JJJ  ejj'j  jjj  ... 


No  one  laden  with  burdens  can  bear  another's  burden. 


no  one  will  have  to  bear  the  sins  of  another,  and 
he  does  not  wrong  anyone  besides  himself,  as 
Allah  says: 


i* 

£ 


'J2,  4l*  V  1*1^.  J\  4^ 


j!j 


62 


and  if  one  heavily  laden  calls  another  to  (bear) 
his  load,  nothing  of  it  will  be  lifted.  (35:15) 

There  is  no  contradiction  between  this  and  other 

Ay  at: 

^  VLljfj  ~g^'a,'f  jJj 

And  verily,  they  shall  bear  their  own  loads, 
and  other  loads  besides  their  own.  (29:13) 

and: 


pp  Jj°j  [ >j 


and  also  of  the  burdens  of  those  whom 
they  misled  without  knowledge.  (16:25) 

For  those  who  called  others  to  do  evil  will  bear 
the  sin  of  their  own  deviation  as  well  as  the  sin  of 
those  whom  they  led  astray,  without  detracting 
the  least  amount  from  the  burden  of  those 
people,  and  none  of  this  burden  shall  be  removed 
from  them. 


This  is  the  justice  and  mercy  of  Allah  towards  His 
servants. 


As  Allah  says: 


( ^  o)  (jjjJuua  llS  Uaj 

And  We  never  punish  until  We  have  sent  a  Messenger  (to 
give  warning). 


No  Punishment  until  a  Messenger  has  been  sent 


Allah  tells  us  that  out  of  His  justice,  Fie  does  not  punish  anyone 
until  Fie  has  established  proof  against  him  by  sending  a 
Messenger  to  him,  as  Fie  says: 


Jjjij  ^Sj!j  jjl  Ljii  ji  ^^Sif  LaiS  Jajiil  qa  jxaJ  jlSj 

VI  ^  °u)  f  'J&  o*  3$  ^  ILlaj  LiLSi  Li^Ll  jill 
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Every  time  a  group  is  cast  therein,  its  keeper  will  ask: 
"Did  no  warner  come  to  you!" 

They  will  say:  "Yes,  indeed  a  warner  did  come  to  us,  but 
we  belied  him  and  said:  'Allah  never  sent  down  anything 
(of  revelation);  you  are  only  in  great  error."'  (67:8-9) 


And, 

(jlij  ^ " rya  U I  jl  !  j-a  j  -  ^1 1  jjLS  jjj^l  l3^“J 

\  j  \  \\  j  '  ^  l  '  \  j| /-  \\r.  /j  \  /.  .  .. _ ^  j  all  ~  *  1 

'ojjLSii  ’iiak  i  jiis  iii  ;ui 


And  those  who  disbelieved  will  be  driven  to  Hell  in 
groups,  till,  when  they  reach  it,  the  gates  thereof  will  be 
opened.  And  its  keepers  will  say,  "Did  not  the 
Messengers  come  to  you  from  yourselves  -  reciting  to 
you  the  verses  of  your  Lord,  and  warning  you  of  the 
meeting  of  this  Day  of  yours!" 

They  will  say:  "Yes,"  but  the  Word  of  torment  has  been 
justified  against  the  disbelievers!  (39:71) 


And, 

l_£okj  lilil  Jlakj  l-AJJ  .aJ  ^Aj 

jjAI  Ulj  Lai  1  jSjja  Jjjfill  jSiL  l!a  JJjt 


Therein  they  will  cry:  "Our  Lord!  Bring  us  out,  we  shall 
do  righteous  good  deeds,  not  (the  evil  deeds)  that  we 
used  to  do." 


(Allah  will  reply:)  "Did  We  not  give  you  lives  long 
enough,  so  that  whosoever  would  receive  admonition 
could  receive  it!  And  the  warner  came  to  you.  So  taste 
you  (the  evil  of  your  deeds).  For  the  wrongdoers  there  is 
no  helper."  (35:37) 

There  are  other  Ayat  which  indicate  that  Allah  will  not 
make  anyone  enter  Hell  except  after  sending  a 
Messenger  to  them. 


64 


The  Issue  of  Small  Children  who  die 


Here  there  arises  an  issue  over  which  the  scholars  in  earlier  and 
modern  times  have  disagreed,  may  Allah  have  mercy  on  them. 

This  is  the  issue  of  children  who  die  when  they  are  little,  and 
their  parents  are  disbelievers: 

what  happens  to  them! 

By  the  same  token,  what  happens  to  the  insane,  the  deaf,  the 
senile  and  those  who  die  during  the  circumstances  of  Fatrah, 
when  no  Message  reached  them. 

Several  Hadiths  have  been  narrated  on  this  topic,  which  I  will 
quote  here  by  the  help  and  support  of  Allah.  The  First  Hadith 
from  Al-Aswad  bin  Sari'. 


Imam  Ahmad  reported  from  Al-Aswad  bin  Sari'  that  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  said, 


\ia  "  U  f  '  0  "  ^  '  f  "*  f*  " 

4  Lliuj  Li  • 

jj  • 

IS  - 

‘fjA  • 

tejja  ^  dlUa  lLjj  • 

tim  Lj  ;ik  uj  ;U Jjs  J^ita  LU 

tjixjllj  (jLnLallj  jalluiU!  s-ta-  L_lj  Llj 

tgc.t  Lj  ^ILUI  ;ik  ai  Ljj  :'J IjSa  Jrji3l  Lij 

liH  Ua  L_1  ij  dlL  (_£pll  Lafj 

i  jlUl  jll  (JjjjjjS  t  Ajj.  d-><)  AkLs 

Uallujj  jV-  dill  S3  lA_j£kJ  j3  ■  ^  j_piSJ  j3 


There  are  four  who  will  present  their  case  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection: 

•  a  deaf  man  who  never  heard  anything, 

•  an  insane  man, 
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•  a  very  old  and  senile  man,  and 

•  a  man  who  died  during  the  Fatrah. 

As  for  the  deaf  man,  he  will  say, 

"0  Lord,  Islam  came  but  I  never  heard  anything." 

As  for  the  insane  man,  he  will  say, 

"0  Lord,  Islam  came  and  the  young  boys  were 
throwing  camel  dung  at  me." 

As  for  the  senile  man,  he  will  say, 

"0  Lord,  Islam  came  and  I  did  not  understand 
anything." 

As  for  the  one  who  died  during  the  Fatrah,  he  will  say, 

"0  Lord,  no  Messenger  from  You  came  to  me." 

Allah  will  accept  their  pledge  of  obedience  to  Him,  then 
He  will  send  word  to  them  that  they  should  enter  the 
Fire. 


By  the  One  in  Whose  Hand  is  the  soul  of  Muhammad,  if 
they  enter  it,  it  will  be  cool  and  safe  for  them. 


There  is  a  similar  report  with  a  chain  from  Qatadah  from 
Al-Hasan  from  Abu  Rafi'  from  Abu  Hurayrah,  but  at  the 
end  it  says: 


jli  '  Y  u^J  Iajj  Alalia  LliilS 

1^3) 


Whoever  enters  it  will  find  it  cool  and  safe,  and 
whoever  does  not  enter  it  will  be  dragged  into  it. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Ishaq  bin  Rahwayh  from 
Mu'  adh  bin  Hisham,  and  by  Al-Bayhaqi  in  Al-I'tiqad. 

He  said:  "This  is  a  Sahih  chain." 

It  was  reported  by  Ibn  Jarir  from  the  Hadith  of  Ma'  mar 
from  Hammam  from  Abu  Hurayrah,  who  attributed  it  to 
the  Prophet. 
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Then  Abu  Hurayrah  said:  "Recite,  if  you  wish: 

V  JJOI j  dlxjj  IjS  Ua j 

And  We  never  punish  until  We  have  sent  a 
Messenger  (to  give  warning)." 

This  was  also  narrated  by  Ma'mar  from  Abdullah 
bin  Tawus  from  his  father,  from  Abu  Hurayrah, 
but  it  is  Mauquf  (it  was  not  attributed  directly  to 
the  Prophet). 


The  Second  Hadith  from  Abu  Hurayrah 
He  said  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

tAjLui^oj  jl  ji  to  (JS 

?  f.lfc.1^,  jj A  I^jS  j j. (Ja  ‘  r  \  *  A  '  4  'll  UaS 


Every  newborn  is  born  in  a  state  of  Fitrah  (the  natural 
state  of  man),  then  his  parents  make  him  into  a  Jew  or 
Christian  or  Zoroastrian,  as  animals  produce  whole 
animals  -  do  you  see  any  that  is  born  mutilated  (with 
something  missing)? 

According  to  one  report  they  said:  "O  Messenger  of 
Allah,  what  about  those  who  die  when  they  are  little?" 

He  said, 


(jjLolc.  I  jjIS  Iaj  p£.l  itol 

Allah  knows  best  what  they  would  have  done. 

Imam  Ahmad  reported  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet  (as 
far  as  I  know  -  the  narrator  was  not  sure  if  it  was  attributed  to 
Musa)  -  said: 

flii  ^jai  jjI  ajjsJi  j, 

The  children  of  the  Muslims  are  in  Paradise,  being  taken 
care  of  by  Ibrahim. 

In  Sahih  Muslim  it  is  reported  from  Iyyad  bin  Hammad  that  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  said  that  Allah  said: 
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eliik.  (_jpljc. 


I  have  created  My  servants  as  Hunafa. 

According  to  another  version,  the  wording  is  "as 
Muslims." 

The  Third  Hadith  from  Samurah 

In  his  book  Al-Mustakhraj  'Ala  Al-Bukhari,  Al-Hafiz  Abu  Bakr  Al- 
Barqani  recorded  the  Hadith  of  '  Awf  Al-A' rabi,  from  Abu  Raja' 
Al-'  Utardi  from  Samurah  that  the  Prophet  said: 

Every  newborn  is  born  in  a  state  of  Fitrah. 

The  people  called  out  to  him:  "O  Messenger  of  Allah! 
What  about  the  children  of  the  idolators?" 

He  said, 


jUjIj 


And  the  children  of  the  idolators  too. 

At-Tabarani  reported  that  Samurah  said: 

"We  asked  the  Messenger  of  Allah  about  the 
children  of  the  idolators,  and  he  said, 

They  are  the  servants  of  the  people  of  Paradise. 


The  Fourth  Hadith  from  the  Paternal  Uncle  of  Hasna 


Ahmad  reported  that  Hasna1  bint  Mu'awiyah,  from  Bani 
Suraym,  said  that  his  paternal  uncle  said  to  him: 


"I  said,  '0  Messenger  of  Allah,  who  is  in  Paradise'  He 
said, 
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^2  .lyjJlj  • 

•  Prophets  are  in  Paradise, 

•  martyrs  are  in  Paradise, 

•  infants  are  in  Paradise  and 

•  baby  girls  who  were  buried  alive  are  in  Paradise. 


It  is  Makruh  to  discuss  this  Matter 


In  order  to  discuss  this  issue  we  need  good,  sound  proof,  but 
people  who  have  no  knowledge  of  Shariah  may  try  to  speak 
about  it.  For  this  reason  some  of  the  scholars  did  not  like  to 
discuss  it. 

This  view  has  been  narrated  from  Ibn  Abbas,  Al-Qasim 
bin  Muhammad  bin  Abi  Bakr  As-Siddiq,  Muhammad  bin 
Al-Hanafiyyah  and  others. 

Ibn  Hibban  recorded  in  his  Sahih  that  Jarir  bin  Hazim  said: 

I  heard  Abu  Raja'  Al-'Utardi  saying  that  he  heard  Ibn 
Abbas  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them  both)  saying, 
"While  he  was  on  the  Minbar,  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
said: 

^2  IjJSjj  ^3  Uo  UjlLa  jl  IjjIjx  Axtll  a~2A  j-al  Jl^jj  32 

jiall  j  j3! 


This  Ummah  will  be  fine  so  long  as  they  do  not 
talk  about  children  and  the  divine  decree." 

Ibn  Hibban  said: 

"This  means  talking  about  the  children  of  the 
idolators." 

Abu  Bakr  Al-Bazzar  also  recorded  it  via  Jarir  bin  Hazim, 
then  he  said, 

"A  group  narrated  it  from  Abu  Raja'  from  Ibn 
Abbas,  but  it  is  Mauquf." 
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l$ji  I  jLJii  l$ji  Jia  UjJ  <jj1  jl  U3 ijl  131  j 

I^J-aJJ  lAu^a.13  J  'r-  (3^9 

17:16  And  when  We  decide  to  destroy  a  town 
(population),  Amarna  those  who  live  luxuriously. 
Then,  they  transgress  therein,  and  thus  the  word 
(of  torment)  is  justified  against  it  (them).  Then  We 
destroy  it  with  complete  destruction. 


Allah  says: 

(JjU!  Ig-d  1  jSlmS2  l^j3j!La  iiHg. '  (jf  IjJjt  I  jl  j 

pi)  I  lAUj-aji 


And  when  We  decide  to  destroy  a  town  (population), 
Amarna  those  who  live  luxuriously.  Then,  they 
transgress  therein,  and  thus  the  word  (of  torment)  is 
justified  against  it  (them).  Then  We  destroy  it  with 
complete  destruction. 


Meanings  of  Amarna 


The  commentators  differed  over  the  meaning  of  this  word. 

It  was  said  that  the  phrase  translated  here  as  "Amarna  those 
who  live  luxuriously.  Then,  they  transgress  therein" 

means,  "We  send  Our  decree  upon  them,"  as  Allah  says 
elsewhere: 

iji^j  jt  tijj  ud 


Our  decree  reaches  it  by  night  or  by  day.  (10:24) 

For  (Amarna  cannot  mean  "Our  command")  because 
Allah  does  not  command  or  enjoin  immorality. 

Or,  they  said  it  means  that  Allah  subjugated  them  to 
commit  immoral  deeds,  so  they  deserved  the 
punishment. 
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Or  it  was  said  that  it  means:  "We  commanded  them  to 
obey  Us,  but  they  committed  immoral  sins,  so  they 
deserved  punishment." 


This  was  reported  from  Ibn  Jurayj  from  Ibn  Abbas,  and  it 
is  also  the  view  of  Sa'  id  bin  Jubayr. 


1  jg. ua3  Lg_}3j!La  Ijjxl 


Amarna  those  who  live  luxuriously.  Then,  they 
transgress  therein, 

AN  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

(this  means)  "We  gave  power  to  the  evil  people, 
so  they  committed  sin  therein  (in  the  town),  and 
because  they  did  that,  Allah  destroyed  them  with 
the  punishment." 

This  is  similar  to  the  Ayah: 

i i_j^  i  ji x.  -n. 

And  thus  We  have  set  up  in  every  town  great 
ones  of  its  wicked  people.  (6:133) 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Abu  Al-Aliyah,  Mujahid 
and  Ar-Rabi'  bin  Anas. 

I  jQ.  oaQ  Ijjxf  tiHg  '  j_jl  Ijlj 

And  when  We  decide  to  destroy  a  town  (population), 
Amarna  those  who  live  luxuriously.  Then,  they 
transgress  therein, 

Al-' Awfi  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 

(it  means)  "We  increase  their  numbers." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Ikrimah,  Al-Hasan,  Ad- 
Dahhak  and  Qatadah,  and  it  was  reported  from 
Malik  and  Az-Zuhri. 
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J*  0  "  *  £<*4  "  4  '^*0  f  0 

^  jj  Jiju  qa  C&*  '  ^whl  j 

17:17  And  how  many  generations  have  We 
destroyed  after  Nuh! 

i  1 C_J  jJ^j 

And  sufficient  is  your  Lord  as  All-Knower  and  Seer 
of  the  sins  of  His  servants. 


A  Threat  to  Quraysh 


Allah  says; 

^jja  l  jSl&f  jaSj 

And  how  many  generations  have  We  destroyed  after 
Nuh! 

Warning  the  disbelievers  of  the  Quraysh  for 
rejecting  His  Messenger  Muhammad,  Allah  says 
that  He  destroyed  other  nations  who  rejected  the 
Messengers  after  Nuh. 

This  indicates  that  during  the  centuries  between  Adam 
and  Nuh,  humans  were  following  Islam,  as  Ibn  Abbas 
said: 

"Between  Adam  and  Nuh  there  were  ten 
generations,  during  all  of  which  humans  were 
following  Islam." 

The  meaning  (of  the  Ayah)  is: 

"You  disbelievers  are  not  more  dear  to  Allah  than 
they  were,  and  you  have  rejected  the  most  noble 
of  the  Messengers  and  the  best  of  creation,  so 
you  are  more  deserving  of  punishment." 

p  V)  a-lLjlC.  LS^J 

And  sufficient  is  your  Lord  as  All-Knower  and  Seer  of  the 
sins  of  His  servants. 
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means,  He  knows  everything  they  do,  good  and 
evil,  and  nothing  at  all  is  hidden  from  Him,  may 
He  be  glorified  and  exalted. 


s-IjuU  I^i3  aJ  1  C-  aVn  all 

'  ^  \  *  X^a. J  •>-  aJ  l  j3k 

17:18  Whoever  desires  the  quick-passing 
(transitory  enjoyment  of  this  world).  We  readily 
grant  him  what  We  will  for  whom  We  like.  Then, 
afterwards.  We  have  appointed  for  him  Hell;  he  will 
burn  therein  disgraced  and  rejected. 

I  j  tiljJ  jti 

17:19  And  whoever  desires  the  Hereafter  and 
strives  for  it,  with  the  necessary  effort  due  for  it 
while  he  is  a  believer,  then  such  are  the  ones  whose 
striving  shall  be  appreciated,  (rewarded  by  Allah). 


The  Reward  of  Those  who  desire  this  World  and  Those  who| 
desire  the  Hereafter^BB^^ftl^^ttBiM^il^lMi^^ 


Allah  says: 


(jlS  jj-a 


Whoever  desires  the  quick-passing  (transitory  enjoyment 
of  this  world), 

Allah  tells  us  that  not  everyone  who  desires  this 
world  and  its  luxuries  gets  what  he  wants.  That  is 
attained  by  those  whom  Allah  wants  to  have  it, 
and  they  get  what  He  wills  that  they  should  get. 

This  Ayah  narrows  down  the  general  statements  made 
in  other  Ayat. 
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Allah  says: 


~ ^  Aj  l  jlk Aj  jj  1  vUij  Ga  1^j3  <1  l  jl^. r- 


We  readily  grant  him  what  We  will  for  whom  We  like. 
Then,  afterwards,  We  have  appointed  for  him  Hell; 

meaning,  in  the  Hereafter, 


he  will  burn  therein, 

means,  he  will  enter  it  until  it  covers  him  on  all 
sides, 


disgraced, 

means,  blamed  for  his  bad  behavior  and  evil 
deeds,  because  he  chose  the  transient  over  the 
eternal, 


(  ^  l<a 


rejected, 

means,  far  away  (from  Allah's  mercy),  humiliated 
and  put  to  shame. 

...  ® J  u-°j 


And  whoever  desires  the  Hereafter, 

wanting  the  Hereafter  and  its  blessings  and 
delights, 

...  ^  ... 

and  strives  for  it,  with  the  necessary  effort  due  for  it, 

seeking  it  in  the  right  way,  which  is  following  the 
Messenger. 

1*  0  %  "  >  " 

...  J&J  ... 


while  he  is  a  believer, 
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means,  his  heart  has  faith,  i.e.,  he  believes  in  the 
reward  and  punishment, 

p  ^  )  I  jiLiLa  -jx  ■  ji  jjlS  liljl  jta 

then  such  are  the  ones  whose  striving  shall  be 
appreciated,  (rewarded  by  Allah). 


(jlS  Caj  fOaC-  -Vaj 

I  ciLj  c-UaC- 

17:20  On  each  these  as  well  as  those  We  bestow 
from  the  bounties  of  your  Lord.  And  the  bounties  of 
your  Lord  can  never  be  forbidden. 

S  jdt/Uj  J  ^^Ic.  >>>»  J  1  jjjJa3  L_ 

Xk. ^a3J  dl 

17:21  See  how  We  prefer  one  above  another  (in  this 
world),  and  verily,  the  Hereafter  will  be  greater  in 
degrees  and  greater  in  preferment. 


Allah  says: 

...  tYyAjtYjJo 


On  each  these  as  well  as  those  We  bestow 

^  (On  each)  meaning, 

on  each  of  the  two  groups,  those  who 
desire  this  world  and  those  who  desire  the 
Hereafter,  We  bestow  what  they  want, 

f  iVr- 


from  the  bounties  of  your  Lord. 

means,  He  is  the  One  Who  is  in  control  of 
all  things,  and  He  is  never  unjust.  He  gives 
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to  each  what  he  deserves,  whether  it  is 
eternal  happiness  or  doom.  His  decree  is 
unstoppable,  no  one  can  withhold  what  He 
gives  or  change  what  He  wants. 

Allah  says: 

(Y  >  )  a  (■  LLc-  jjlfl  Uaj 

And  the  bounties  of  your  Lord  can  never  be  forbidden, 
meaning,  no  one  can  withhold  or  prevent  them. 

Qatadah  said, 

"(It  means)  they  can  never  decrease." 

Al-Hasan  and  others  said, 

"(It  means)  they  can  never  be  prevented." 

Then  Allah  says: 


See  how  We  prefer  one  above  another, 

meaning  in  this  world,  so  that  some  are  rich  and 
some  are  poor,  and  others  are  in  between;  some 
are  beautiful,  some  are  ugly  and  others  are  in 
between;  some  die  young  while  others  live  to  a 
great  age,  and  some  die  in  between. 

(Y  ^  ±k jjSfj  jjSt  a j^bUj  ... 

and  verily,  the  Hereafter  will  be  greater  in  degrees  and 
greater  in  preferment. 

means,  the  differences  between  them  in  the 
Hereafter  will  be  greater  than  the  differences 
between  them  in  this  world.  Some  of  them  will  be 
in  varying  levels  of  Hell,  in  chains  and  fetters, 
while  others  will  be  in  the  lofty  degrees  of 
Paradise,  with  its  blessings  and  delights. 

The  people  of  Hell  will  vary  in  their  positions  and 
levels,  just  as  the  people  of  Paradise  will. 
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In  Paradise  there  are  one  hundred  levels,  and  the 
distance  between  one  level  and  another  is  like  the 
distance  between  heaven  and  earth. 

It  is  recorded  in  the  Two  Sahihs  that  the  Prophet  said: 

(jjjj  (jjjlc.  Ja!  ^^Ixll  (J&f  (jl 

C-  La-uill  ^-9  jjLill 

The  people  of  the  highest  levels  (of  Paradise)  will 
see  the  people  of  'Illiyin  as  if  they  are  looking  at 
distant  stars  on  the  horizon. 


y  j.vnx i  cl*  >"1  y 

17:22  Set  not  up  with  Allah  any  other  ilah  (god),  or 
you  will  sit  down  reproved,  forsaken  (in  the 
Hellfire). 


Do  not  associate  Anything  in  Worship  with  Allah 


Allah  says, 


( V  T  J  V  J Lg_]l  5^  (J* V 

Set  not  up  with  Allah  any  other  ilah  (god),  or  you  will  sit 
down  reproved,  forsaken  (in  the  Hellfire). 

Addressing  those  who  are  responsible  among  this 
Ummah,  Allah  says,  "Do  not  admit  any  partner 
into  your  worship  of  your  Lord." 

jiaia  (or  y0U  Wj||  Sjt  <jown  reproved), 

meaning,  because  of  associating  others 
with  Him. 

(forsaken), 

means,  because  the  Lord,  may  He  be 
exalted,  will  not  help  you;  He  will  leave 
you  to  the  one  whom  you  worshipped,  and 
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he  has  no  power  either  to  benefit  or  to 
harm,  because  the  Only  One  Who  has  the 
power  to  benefit  or  to  harm  is  Allah  alone, 
with  no  partner  or  associate. 

Imam  Ahmad  reported  that  Abdullah  bin  Mas'  ud  said: 


"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

°t>j  ill  °t> 

^ jt.  L«lj  iWl  L«l  yblj 

UJi. 


Whoever  is  afflicted  with  poverty  and  goes 
and  asks  people  for  help,  will  never  get  rid 
of  his  poverty,  but  if  he  asks  Allah  for 
help,  then  Allah  will  grant  him  the  means 
of  independence  sooner  or  later. 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Abu  Dawud  and  At- 
Tirmidhi,  who  said,  "Hasan  Sahih  Gharib". 


yj  i  j&a  yf  '4j  yiiTj 

17:23  And  your  Lord  has  Qada  (decreed)  that  you 
worship  none  but  Him. 

j\  til  A jc-  (JjlLj  Cal  LLjui^.1 

y-ja  ay  jTj  oi  jya  Tj  Lit  uy  jsi  yu  aiia 

And  that  you  be  dutiful  to  your  parents.  If  one  of 
them  or  both  of  them  attain  old  age  in  your  life,  say 
not  to  them  a  word  of  disrespect,  nor  reprimand 
them  but  address  them  in  terms  of  honor. 

Ja j  Jill  j 

17:24  And  lower  unto  them  the  wing  of  submission 
and  humility  through  mercy,  and  say: 
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fj^  J&j  Ljj 

"My  Lord!  Bestow  on  them  Your  mercy  as  they  did 
bring  me  up  when  I  was  young." 


The  Command  to  Worship  Allah  Alone  and  to  be  Dutiful  to| 
One's  Parents^^^^^P  ~ 


Allah  says, 

...  in  %  i  j&z  vt  '4j 

And  your  Lord  has  Qada  (decreed)  that  you  worship 
none  but  Him. 


Allah  commands  us  to  worship  Him  alone,  with  no 
partner  or  associate. 

The  word  Qada  (normally  having  the  meaning  of 
decree)  here  means  "commanded". 

Mujahid  said  that; 

(And  He  has  Qada)  means  enjoined. 

This  is  also  how  Ubayy  bin  Ka'b,  Ibn  Mas' ud  and 
Ad-Dahhak  bin  Muzahim  recited  the  Ayah  as: 

4)  %  144  Vt  4j 


"And  your  Lord  has  Wassa  (enjoined)  that 
you  worship  none  but  Him." 

The  idea  of  worshipping  Allah  is  connected  to  the 
idea  of  honoring  one's  parents. 


Allah  says: 


uLuia.1 


And  that  you  be  dutiful  to  your  parents. 

Here  He  commands  good  treatment  of  parents,  as 
He  says  elsewhere: 
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jn^ll  Jl)  WJj  J  °J^\  J 


give  thanks  to  Me  and  to  your  parents.  Unto  Me  is 
the  final  destination.  (31:14) 

...  Lit  J£  513  jt  UJkSkt  'j&\  lil'ok.  Jilu  111 ... 


If  one  of  them  or  both  of  them  attain  old  age  in  your  life, 
say  not  to  them  a  word  of  disrespect, 

means,  do  not  let  them  hear  anything  offensive 
from  you,  not  even  say  "Uff!"  which  is  the 
mildest  word  of  disrespect, 


...  ^  j  ... 


and  do  not  reprimand  them, 

means,  do  not  do  anything  horrible  to  them. 

Ata'  bin  Rabah  said  that  it  meant, 

"Do  not  raise  your  hand  against  them." 

When  Allah  forbids  speaking  and  behaving  in  an 
obnoxious  manner,  He  commands  speaking  and 
behaving  in  a  good  manner,  so  He  says: 

(\r)  JTj... 

but  address  them  in  terms  of  honor. 

meaning  gently,  kindly,  politely,  and  with  respect 
and  appreciation. 

jjja  Jill  ^111. 1  a  J  (j.  I  j 

And  lower  unto  them  the  wing  of  submission  and 
humility  through  mercy, 

means,  be  humble  towards  them  in  your  actions. 

(Y  £ )  I  jjjt  j.^i  UaS  1  aq  at  j\  Jaj  ... 

and  say:  "My  Lord!  Bestow  on  them  Your  Mercy  as  they 
did  bring  me  up  when  I  was  young." 
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means,  say  this  when  they  grow  old  and  when 
they  die. 


Ibn  Abbas  said:  "But  then  Allah  revealed: 


It  is  not  (proper)  for  the  Prophet  and  those  who 
believe  to  ask  Allah's  forgiveness  for  the 
idolators.  (9:13) 

There  are  many  Hadiths  which  speak  about  honoring 
one's  parents,  such  as  the  Hadith  narrated  through  a 
number  of  chains  of  narration  from  Anas  and  others, 
which  states  that  the  Prophet  climbed  up  on  the  Minbar, 
and  then  said, 

Amin,  Amin,  Amin. 

It  was  said,  "O  Messenger  of  Allah,  why  did  you  say 

Amin." 


He  said: 


1 _ ^  *  \j  ^jlSl 

i__aj|  j»c-j  ;  t_JlS  "aj  tQLol  ;cl£a  tjjxJ  ;°(Ja  ttiLlc.  J. 

iJa  ill  ^  /jl .  >> ^  4j3c. 

jl  j  t^3 J  _j  :  (3-®  ^  4  :  dilas  <.  (j^«l 

(jxol  r^Lol  :°Ja  iaLJI  SUaji  jJa  Ui'ikt 


Jibril  came  to  me  and  said, 

•  "0  Muhammad,  he  is  doomed  who  hears 

you  mentioned  and  does  not  say  Salla 
upon  you."  He  said,  "Say  Amin,"  so  I  said 

Amin. 


Then  he  said, 

•  "He  is  doomed  who  sees  the  month  of 
Ramadan  come  and  go,  and  he  has  not 
been  forgiven."  He  said,  "Say  Amin,"  so  I 
said  Amin. 
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Then  he  said, 


•  "He  is  doomed  who  grows  up  and  both  his 
parents  or  one  of  them  are  still  alive,  and 
they  do  not  cause  him  to  enter  Paradise." 
He  said,  "Say  Amin,"  so  I  said  Amin. 


Another  Hadith 


Imam  Ahmad  reported  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet 
said: 


jl  ^.1  iiTj.il  l— 


Jli  JJj  Jj£3l  3c. 


He  is  doomed,  he  is  doomed,  he  is  doomed,  the  man 
whose  parents,  one  or  both  of  them,  reach  old  age  while 
he  is  alive  and  he  does  not  enter  Paradise. 


This  version  is  Sahih  although  no  one  recorded  it  other 
than  Muslim. 


Another  Hadith 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  Mu'awiyah  bin  Jahimah  As-Salami 
saying  that  Jahimah  came  to  the  Prophet  and  said: 

"0  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  want  to  go  out  to  fight  and  I 
have  come  to  seek  your  advice." 

He  said, 


Do  you  have  a  mother? 

He  said,  "Yes." 

The  Prophet  said, 

j  3c  a^ti  'jii 

Then  stay  with  her,  for  Paradise  is  at  her  feet. 

Similar  incidents  were  also  recorded  by  others.  This  was 
recorded  by  An-Nasa'i  and  Ibn  Majah. 
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Another  Hadith 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Al-Miqdam  bin  Ma'dikarib  said  that 
the  Prophet  said: 


'Ji 


jSi! 


•  Allah  enjoins  you  concerning  your  fathers, 

•  Allah  enjoins  you  concerning  your  mothers, 

•  Allah  enjoins  you  concerning  your  mothers, 

•  Allah  enjoins  you  concerning  your  mothers, 

•  Allah  enjoins  you  concerning  your  close  relatives 
then  the  next  in  closeness. 

This  was  recorded  by  Ibn  Majah  from  the  Hadith  of 
Abdullah  bin  Ayyash. 

Another  Hadith 

Ahmad  recorded  that  a  man  from  Banu  Yarbu  said: 

"I  came  to  the  Prophet  while  he  was  talking  to  the 
people,  and  I  heard  him  saying, 

••  ** 

tlilUkf  j  .  j  • 

SlA  aui  . 

The  hand  of  the  one  who  gives  is  superior. 

•  (Give  to)  your  mother  and  your  father, 

•  your  sister  and  your  brother, 

•  then  the  closest  and  next  closest." 
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«  1  0  £*■  ^  -to  f  o 

Ijjjbij  ^j)  -%S  >  jj jaj  ^gi  Laj  aic-l 

Ijji  'oyl 1‘jSU  pi* 


17:25  Your  Lord  knows  best  what  is  in  your  souls.  If 
you  are  righteous,  then,  verily.  He  is  Ever  Most 
Forgiving  to  those  who  turn  to  Him  in  repentance. 


Omissions  committed  against  Parents  are  pardoned  with  Good| 
Relations  and 


Sa'  id  bin  Jubayr  said: 

"This  refers  to  a  man  who  said  something  that  he  did  not 
think  would  be  offensive  to  his  parents." 

According  to  another  report: 

"He  did  not  mean  anything  bad  by  that." 


So  Allah  said: 


.a  jjl  '  ^3  UoJ  ^lc.f 


Your  Lord  knows  best  what  is  in  your  souls.  If  you  are 
righteous, 

(To)  I jjac.  (jjjljbU  jjlS  Ajla 


He  is  Ever  Most  Forgiving  to  those  who  turn  to  Him  in 
repentance. 


Qatadah  said: 


"To  the  obedient  who  pray." 

Shu' bah  narrated  from  Yahya  bin  Sa'id  from  Sa'id  bin 
Al-Musayyib; 

"This  refers  to  those  who  commit  sin  then  repent, 
and  commit  sin  then  repent." 

Ata'  bin  Yasar,  Sa'  id  bin  Jubayr  and  Mujahid  said: 


84 


"They  are  the  ones  who  return  to  goodness." 

Mujahid  narrated  from  Ubayd  bin  Umayr,  concerning  this 

Ayah: 

"This  is  the  one  who,  when  he  remembers  his  sin 
when  he  is  alone,  he  seeks  the  forgiveness  of 
Allah." 

Mujahid  agreed  with  him  on  that. 

Ibn  Jarir  said: 

"The  best  view  on  this  matter  is  of  those  who  said 
that  it  refers  to  the  one  who  repents  after 
committing  sin,  who  comes  back  from 
disobedience  to  obedience  and  who  leaves  that 
which  Allah  hates  for  that  which  He  loves  and  is 
pleased  with." 

What  he  said  is  correct,  for  Allah  says, 


ftll  b) 

Verily,  to  Us  will  be  their  return.  (88:25) 

And  according  to  a  Sahih  Hadith,  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  would  say  when  he  returned  from  a 
journey, 


We  have  returned  repenting,  worshipping 
and  praising  our  Lord. 


•ja  Tj  JiAJi  bTj  'lsS-J!  j  ^  JiJSi  ml  J 


17:26  And  give  to  the  kinsman  his  due,  and  to  the 
Miskin  (poor),  and  to  the  wayfarer.  But  spend  not 
wastefully  (your  wealth)  in  the  manner  of  a 
spendthrift. 
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U  U^J  U}h  UJ-M  Oi u! 

'  jjSS  tfjJ 

17:27  Verily,  the  spendthrifts  are  brothers  of  the 
Shayatin  (devils),  and  the  Shaytan  is  ever 
ungrateful  to  his  Lord. 

U*  0  -  ',**«  ,*  -'o'  '  r-.  ..o ,  >  f  o.'  ,  o  4  ,  a  ,' 

j  iC-  Lajj 

455  ^  0$  £  4,0  tf*  0  mS  fci.'i 

'  JJ ^ 

17:28  And  if  you  turn  away  from  them  and  you  are 
awaiting  a  mercy  from  your  Lord  for  which  you 
hope,  then,  speak  unto  them  a  soft,  kind  word. 


The  Command  to  maintain  the  Ties  of  Kinship  and  the 

Prohibition  of 


Allah  says 


(Jjjjoill  l) .5 * j  aa^.  Ij  ciilj 

And  give  to  the  kinsman  his  due,  and  to  the  Miskin 
(poor),  and  to  the  wayfarer. 

When  Allah  mentions  honoring  one's  parents,  He 
follows  this  with  the  command  to  treat  one's 
relatives  well  and  to  maintain  the  ties  of  kinship. 

According  to  the  Hadith: 

tilljjsi  tilUj  tiilUi  j  iiEaf 

Your  mother  and  your  father,  then  your  closest 
relatives  and  the  next  closest. 

According  to  another  Hadith: 

(J;  ^ jS  tAkf  ^2  Al  1 1  >mj  Ajij^j  ^2  a]  3oljilj  (jl  4  - 1^1 
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Whoever  would  like  to  see  his  provision  expanded 
and  his  life  extended,  let  him  maintain  his  ties  of 
kinship. 


( Y 1 )  I  jj  Ajj  jAjj  ^  j  ... 

But  spend  not  wastefully  (your  wealth)  in  the  manner  of 
a  spendthrift. 

When  Allah  commands  spending,  He  forbids 
extravagance.  Spending  should  be  moderate,  as 
stated  in  another  Ayah: 

i  °jj  i  jijui  jj  i  jSit  ri 

And  those  who,  when  they  spend,  are  neither 
extravagant  nor  stingy.  (25:67) 

Then  He  says,  to  discourage  extravagance: 

...  1  sjl 


Verily,  the  spendthrifts  are  brothers  of  the  Shayatin, 
They  have  this  trait  in  common. 

Ibn  Mas'  ud  said: 

"This  refers  spending  extravagantly  when  it  is  not 
appropriate." 

Ibn  Abbas  said  likewise. 

Mujahid  said: 

"If  a  man  spends  all  his  wealth  on  appropriate 
things,  then  he  is  not  a  spendthrift,  but  if  he 
spends  a  little  inappropriately,  then  he  is  a 
spendthrift." 

Qatadah  said: 

"Extravagance  means  spending  money  on  sin  in 
disobeying  Allah,  and  on  wrongful  and  corrupt 
things." 
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Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Anas  bin  Malik  said: 

"A  man  came  from  Banu  Tamim  to  the  Messenger 
of  Allah  and  said:  '  0  Messenger  of  Allah,  I  have  a 
lot  of  wealth,  I  have  a  family,  children,  and  the 
refinements  of  city  life,  so  tell  me  how  I  should 
spend  and  what  I  should  do.' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

ajgia  IgjU  ‘U^  u)  4-  • 

t til?. Ujif  j  • 

j  Jjl4l  • 

•  Pay  the  Zakah  on  your  wealth  if  any  is 
due,  for  it  is  purification  that  will  make  you 
pure, 

•  maintain  your  ties  of  kinship, 

•  pay  attention  to  the  rights  of  beggars, 
neighbors  and  the  poor. 

He  said:  'O  Messenger  of  Allah,  make  it  less  for 
me.' 

He  (recited): 

{J  all  (3^1  J  U .'5  ‘ *4' _J  <3— 


And  give  to  the  kinsman  his  due,  and  to 
the  Miskin  (poor)  and  to  the  wayfarer. 

But  spend  not  wastefully  in  the  manner  of 
a  spendthrift. 

The  man  said,  'That  is  enough  for  me,  O 
Messenger  of  Allah.  If  I  pay  Zakah  to  your 
messenger,  will  I  be  absolved  of  that  duty  before 
Allah  and  His  Messenger!' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

Ig-ajlj  14®  dll UJJ  jii  13  4!  '  \  S'J  ^  lij  ifJU 

44  L> 
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Yes,  if  you  give  it  to  my  messenger,  you  will  have 
fulfilled  it,  and  you  will  have  the  reward  for  it,  and 
the  sin  is  on  the  one  who  changes  it." 

...  'u u jj^i  a\ 


Verily,  the  spendthrifts  are  brothers  of  the  Shayatin, 

meaning,  they  are  their  brothers  in  extravagance, 
foolishness,  failing  to  obey  Allah  and  committing 
sin. 

Allah  said: 


( Y  V )  I  jVU  wvtl  j 


and  the  Shaytan  is  ever  ungrateful  to  his  Lord. 

meaning,  he  is  an  ingrate,  because  he  denied  the 
blessings  of  Allah  and  did  not  obey  Him,  turning 
instead  to  disobedience  and  rebellion. 


Jj  (j-a  elxjjl 


nr 


And  if  you  turn  away  from  them  and  you  are  awaiting  a 
mercy  from  your  Lord, 

'If  your  relatives  and  those  to  whom  We  have 
commanded  you  to  give,  ask  you  for  something, 
and  you  do  not  have  anything,  and  you  turn  away 
from  them  because  you  have  nothing  to  give, 

... 


for  which  you  hope, 

i.e.  a  mercy  from  your  Lord, 

(Y  A)  1  j jjollo  Yji  ^3  (Jaa  ... 

then,  speak  unto  them  a  soft,  kind  word, 
meaning,  with  a  promise. 

This  was  the  opinion  of  Mujahid,  Ikrimah,  Sa'id 
bin  Jubayr,  Al-Hasan,  Qatadah  and  others. 
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L)£  r8v.„y  v  j  as2c  jj  u«kj  Tj 

>035*55  j8^  "  ,S  9.;;-*  to  "atj 

1  j  La  ji>s  L*  Sijfl  JojoUjI 

17:29  And  let  not  your  hand  be  tied  (like  a  miser)  to 
your  neck,  nor  overextend  it  (like  a  spendthrift),  so 
that  you  become  blameworthy  and  in  severe 
poverty. 

j;&j  c>4  SSJ  U 

17:30  Truly,  your  Lord  expands  the  provision  for 
whom  He  wills  and  straitens  (for  whom  He  wills). 

I 

Verily,  He  is  Ever  All-Knower,  All-Seer  of  His 
servants. 


Moderation  in  Spending 


Allah  enjoins  moderation  in  living.  He  condemns  miserliness  and 
forbids  extravagance. 


■  A'i\r.  ^31  53 jjjLa  L3.li  J*kj  j 

And  let  not  your  hand  be  tied  (like  a  miser)  to  your  neck, 

this  means,  do  not  be  miserly  and  stingy,  never 
giving  anything  to  anyone,  as  the  Jews  -  may  the 
curses  of  Allah  be  upon  them  -  said, 

"Allah's  Hand  is  tied  up  (i.e.,  He  does  not  give 
and  spend  of  His  bounty)." 

They  attributed  miserliness  to  Him,  Exalted  and 
Sanctified  be  the  Most  Generous  Bestower! 

jaj. iijll  I  nil  V  j 


nor  overextend  it  (like  a  spendthrift), 


90 


means,  nor  be  extravagant  in  spending  and  giving 
more  than  you  can  afford,  or  paying  more  than 
you  earn,  lest  you  become  blameworthy  and  find 
yourself  in  severe  poverty. 


^  y  ^  ^  i  j  ^  ^  Uojio 


-  * 


so  that  you  become  blameworthy  and  in  severe 
poverty. 

If  you  are  a  miser,  people  will  blame  you  and 
condemn  you,  and  no  longer  rely  on  you.  When 
you  spend  more  than  you  can  afford,  you  will  find 
yourself  without  anything  to  spend,  so  you  will  be 
worn  out,  like  an  animal  that  cannot  walk,  so  it 
becomes  weak  and  incapable. 

It  is  described  as  worn  out,  which  is  similar  in 
meaning  to  exhausted. 

As  Allah  says: 

jjjlk  (_£  JJ  Ca  laljJa  dl  j-xjuj  (_3 Ik 

L$  JM  °J*  U 


Then  look  again:  "Can  you  see  any  rifts" 

Then  look  again  and  yet  again,  your  sight 
will  return  to  you  in  a  state  of  humiliation 
and  worn  out.  (67:3-4) 

meaning,  unable  to  see  any  faults. 

Similarly,  Ibn  Abbas,  Al-Hasan,  Qatadah,  Ibn  Jurayj,  Ibn 
Zayd  and  others  understood  this  Ayah  as  miserliness 
and  extravagance. 

It  was  reported  in  the  Two  Sahihs  from  the  Hadith  of 
Abu  Az-Zinad  from  Al-A'raj  that  Abu  Hurayrah  heard  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  say: 
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ja  Cy*  jl"'''^  '  jU^J  iJILS  ja''2H  j  (Jjla 

tLa^-iSl  jj  Jl  '  *j>  j* 

o-ila.  Jc.  llljij  jt  lliklm  ill  ^jj£L  Us  jilall  llata 

>-  «;f  "  Ao  J-  A  •'.I"." 

^xjj  4JLu 

1&.  *2k  ££  liij]  111  Uli  'jjSS  “jt  ij  Ua  L!#JI  lit  J 

^  ini  Ua  I  g  *  k « jj  j^a 


The  parable  of  the  miser  and  the  almsgiver  is  that 
of  two  persons  wearing  iron  cloaks  from  their 
chests  to  their  collar-bones. 


When  the  almsgiver  gives  in  charity,  the  cloak 
becomes  spacious  until  it  covers  his  whole  body 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  hides  his  fingertips  and 
covers  his  tracks  (obliterates  his  tracks  -  or,  his 
sins  will  be  forgiven). 

And  when  the  miser  wants  to  spend,  it  (the  iron 
cloak)  sticks  and  (its)  every  ring  gets  stuck  to  its 
place,  and  he  tries  to  widen  it,  but  it  does  not 
become  wide. 


This  version  was  recorded  by  Al-Bukhari  in  the 
Book  of  Zakah. 


In  the  Two  Sahihs  it  is  recorded  that  Mu'awiyah  bin  Abi 
Muzarrid  narrated  from  Sa'id  bin  Yasar  that  Abu 
Hurayrah  said: 


"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 


v  Lajull  jua  jU  j_u  jlLla  j  Ul  4_a3  -jUjtll  x  .gj  ^  jj  ja  Ua 

UilU  lit  ^kU^t  U jL 

UL  I  Sj.  ua  a  lac-t  ~gtll  ;  ^jaAll 


There  is  no  day  when  a  person  wakes  up  but  two 
angels  come  down  from  heaven. 

One  of  them  says,  '0  Allah,  compensate  the  one 
who  gives  (in  charity),'  and 

the  other  one  says,  '  O  Allah,  destroy  the  one  who 
withholds.’" 


92 


Muslim  recorded  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet 
said: 


(j-aj  tl jc.  ill  Jjiif  IjJC.  Aill  llj  Uoj  qa  (JUo  1-a 

Alii  AjtS  \  Ai  «  ■  '-A  aJ 


Wealth  never  decreases  because  of  Sadaqah 
(charity).  Allah  never  increases  a  servant  who 
gives  in  charity  except  in  honor,  and  whoever  is 
humble  for  the  sake  of  Allah,  Allah  will  raise  him 
in  status. 


According  to  a  Hadith  narrated  by  Abu  Kathir  from 
Abdullah  bin  '  Amr,  who  attributed  it  to  the  Prophet: 


jis  aIii  ysa  j 

tljliji  31 J  ^aA^al  • 

c  Ij.'UaH  4»  a 

'  J  J  • 


Beware  of  stinginess  for  it  destroyed  the  people 
who  came  before  you. 

•  It  commanded  them  to  be  miserly,  so  they 
were  miserly; 

•  and  it  commanded  them  to  cut  the  ties  of 
kinship,  so  they  cut  them; 

•  and  it  commanded  them  to  commit 
immoral  actions,  so  they  did  so. 


jiijj  (■  UioJ  jjlal  lajaili  jjl 


Truly,  your  Lord  expands  the  provision  for  whom  He  wills 
and  straitens  (for  whom  He  wills). 

This  Ayah  is  telling  us  that  Allah  is  the  One  Who 
provides  or  withholds,  the  Bestower  Who  is 
running  the  affairs  of  His  creation  as  He  wills.  He 
makes  rich  whomever  He  wills,  and  He  makes 
poor  whomever  He  wills,  by  the  wisdom  that  is 
His. 
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He  said: 


(V  >  )  I  <a '  I apUutJ  jjlS 


Verily,  He  is  Ever  All-Knower,  All-Seer  of  His  servants. 

meaning,  He  knows  and  sees  who  deserves  to  be 
rich  and  who  deserves  to  be  poor. 

•  In  some  cases,  richness  may  be  decreed 
so  that  a  person  gets  carried  away, 
leading  to  his  own  doom. 

•  In  other  cases,  poverty  may  be  a 
punishment. 

We  seek  refuge  with  Allah  from  both. 


u>  f^-b  f^b1  b ^ 

ljj£  ^  o\S  ‘(4BS 

17:31  And  kill  not  your  children  for  fear  of  poverty. 
We  shall  provide  for  them  as  well  as  for  you.  Surely, 
the  killing  of  them  is  a  great  sin. 


Prohibition  of  killing  Children 


This  Ayah  indicates  that  Allah  is  more  compassionate  towards 
His  servants  than  a  father  to  his  child,  because  He  forbids  killing 
children  just  as  He  enjoins  parents  to  take  care  of  their  children 
in  matters  of  inheritance. 

The  people  of  Jahiliyyah  would  not  allow  their  daughters  to 
inherit  from  them,  and  some  would  even  kill  their  daughters  lest 
they  make  them  more  poor.  Allah  forbade  that  and  said: 

And  kill  not  your  children  for  fear  of  poverty. 

meaning,  lest  they  may  make  you  poor  in  the 
future. 
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This  is  why  Allah  mentions  the  children's  provision  first: 

...  lp^  ... 

We  shall  provide  for  them  as  well  as  for  you. 

In  Surah  Al-An'am,  Allah  says: 

£L\  ;>  0^aJjI  1  j3S£  Vj 

kill  not  your  children  because  of  poverty.  (6:151) 

j  6 

We  provide  sustenance  for  you  and  for  them. 
(6:151) 

(V>  )  I Idla^.  jlS  ^3!S  (j) 

Surely,  the  killing  of  them  is  a  great  sin. 
means,  a  major  sin. 

In  Two  Sahihs  it  is  recorded  that  Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud 
said: 

"I  said,  '0  Messenger  of  Allah,  which  sin  is  the 
worst?' 

He  said, 

jAj  l^j  All  (JacaJj  (jl 

To  appoint  rivals  of  Allah  when  He  has  created 
you. 

I  asked,  'Then  what?' 

He  said, 

^jl  (Jlaj  (jl  ;(Jli 

To  kill  your  child  lest  he  should  eat  with  you. 

I  asked,  'Then  what?' 

He  said, 

^1  jj  (jl  ;(Jli 

To  commit  adultery  with  your  neighbor's  wife." 
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;L.J  52^1 i  '<jtS  *3l  (jjjll  1  jjjB  Vj 

17:32  And  come  not  near  to  unlawful  sex.  Verily,  it 
is  Fahishah  (immoral  sin)  and  an  evil  way. 


The  Command  to  avoid  Zina  (Unlawful  Sex)  and  Everythin; 

that  leads  to 


Allah  says,  forbidding  His  servants  to  commit  Zina  or  to 
approach  it  or  to  do  anything  that  may  lead  to  it: 

...  'jtS  All  1  Jijb  Yj 

And  come  not  near  to  unlawful  sex.  Verily,  it  is  a 
Fahishah  (immoral  sin), 

meaning  a  major  sin, 


(VY)  iLuLmllij  ... 


and  an  evil  way. 

meaning,  a  terrible  way  to  behave. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  Abu  Umamah  saying  that  a 
young  man  came  to  the  Prophet  and  said, 

"0  Messenger  of  Allah!  Give  me  permission  to 
commit  Zina  (unlawful  sex)." 

The  people  surrounded  him  and  rebuked  him, 
saying,  "Stop!  Stop!" 

But  the  Prophet  said,  4jjI  (Come  close). 

The  young  man  came  to  him,  and  he  said, 

(Sit  down),  so  he  sat  down. 

The  Prophet  said,  I  ‘4^'  (Would  you  like  it 
(unlawful  sex)  for  your  mother)! 

He  said,  "No,  by  Allah,  may  I  be  ransomed  for 
you." 
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The  Prophet  said, 


4ij)  VS  )  (jJ 


,1111  IT. 


Neither  do  the  people  like  it  for  their 
mothers. 

The  Prophet  said,  444  4a  (Would  you  like  it 
for  your  daughter)? 

He  said,  "No,  by  Allah,  may  I  be  ransomed  for 
you." 


The  Prophet  said, 


4  ijki  ^011  Uj 


Neither  do  the  people  like  it  for  their 
daughters. 

The  Prophet  said,  444  44$  (Would  you  like  it 
for  your  sister)? 


He  said,  "No,  by  Allah,  may  I  be  ransomed  for 
you." 


The  Prophet  said, 


ill 4 jkl  ^llll  Uj 


Neither  do  the  people  like  it  for  their 
sisters. 

The  Prophet  said,  (Would  you  like  it  for 

your  paternal  aunt)? 

He  said,  "No,  by  Allah,  O  Allah's  Messenger!  may 
I  be  ransomed  for  you." 


The  Prophet  said, 


T'ji-v  j  jjjllll  Uj 


Neither  do  the  people  like  it  for  their 
paternal  aunts. 
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The  Prophet  said,  t±2laJ  Ajajs'  (Would  you  like  it 
for  your  maternal  aunt)? 

He  said,  "No,  by  Allah,  O  Allah's  Messenger!  may 
I  be  ransomed  for  you." 


The  Prophet  said, 

a!  Uj 

Neither  do  the  people  like  it  for  their 
maternal  aunts. 


Then  the  Prophet  put  his  hand  on  him  and  said, 


O  Allah,  forgive  his  sin,  purify  his  heart 
and  guard  his  chastity. 


After  that  the  young  man  never  paid  attention  to 
anything  of  that  nature. 


<>J  %  Alii  ydl  1  jlffi  Tj 

jsai  j  yi  tax,  ax  ts  a 

IjjLX  'J IS  ibl 

17:33  And  do  not  kill  anyone  whose  killing  Allah  has 
forbidden,  except  for  a  just  cause.  And  whoever  is 
killed  wrongfully  (not  by  mistake).  We  have  given 
his  heir  the  authority.  But  let  him  not  exceed  limits 
in  the  matter  of  taking  life.  Verily,  he  is  helped. 


Prohibition  of  Unlawful  Killing 


Allah  forbids  killing  with  no  legitimate  reason. 

...  JSklL  VI  All'  0^11 1 Vj 

And  do  not  kill  anyone  whose  killing  Allah  has  forbidden, 
except  for  a  just  cause. 
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It  was  reported  in  the  Two  Sahihs  that  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  said: 


(jfj  ^1  ill  All  l-l  j  ^  (Ja«j  H 

ill  iAl)l  jluj 

».  S  o.%  t, 

i  {JjdllJU  Q* T?  ill  • 

ttj><'VN.a\l  ^1^)11  j  • 

2r-l  -n^-11  (Jg^jLLall  4jj.ll  ijl^jllll  j  • 


The  blood  of  a  Muslim  who  bears  witness  to  La 
ilaha  illallah  and  that  Muhammad  is  the 
Messenger  of  Allah,  is  not  permissible  (to  be 
shed)  except  in  three  cases: 

•  a  soul  for  a  soul  (i.e.,  in  the  case  of 
murder), 

•  an  adulterer  who  is  married,  and 

•  a  person  who  leaves  his  religion  and 
deserts  the  Jama'ah. 

The  following  is  recorded  in  the  books  of  the 

Sunan: 

~J‘  ■'  ^  4_Jj3  (Jmg  J&l  Jjc.  Ijj^II  (Jl  jjl 

If  the  world  were  to  be  destroyed,  it  would 
be  of  less  importance  to  Allah  than  the 
killing  of  a  Muslim. 

IjOalu  4j1j1  I  ^  Ssk  Ua  jflax  JjS  jj-aj 

And  whoever  is  killed  wrongfully,  We  have  given  his  heir 
the  authority. 

The  authority  is  over  the  killer.  The  heir  has  the 
choice; 

•  if  he  wishes,  he  may  have  him  killed  in 
retaliation, 

•  or  he  may  forgive  him  in  return  for  the 
payment  of  the  Diyah  (blood  money), 

•  or  he  may  forgive  him  with  no  payment, 
as  is  reported  in  the  Sunnah. 
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The  great  scholar  and  Imam  Ibn  Abbas  understood  from 
the  general  meaning  of  this  Ayah  that  Mu'awiyah 
should  take  power,  because  he  was  the  heir  of  '  Uthman, 
who  had  been  killed  wrongfully,  may  Allah  be  pleased 
with  him,  and  Mu'awiyah  did  eventually  take  power,  as 
Ibn  Abbas  said  on  the  basis  of  this  Ayah.  This  is  one  of 
the  strangers  of  matters. 


jJjIII  ^  t_a  jluj  ili 


But  let  him  not  exceed  limits  in  the  matter  of  taking  life. 

They  said:  this  means  the  heir  should  not  go  to 
extremes  in  killing  the  killer,  such  as  mutilating 
the  body  or  taking  revenge  on  persons  other  than 
the  killer. 


(rr)  l jjLaS.  jlS  ... 


Verily,  he  is  helped. 

means,  the  heir  is  helped  against  the  killer  by  the 
Shariah  and  by  divine  decree. 


S  V!  JU  IjijS  Yj 

Ck  *  O  '  ^  ^  0  ^  ^  I  °^atl  1  -*0  f''  *A 

17:34  And  come  not  near  to  the  orphan's  property 
except  to  improve  it,  until  he  attains  the  age  of  full 
strength.  And  fulfill  (every)  covenant.  Verily,  the 
covenant  will  be  questioned  about. 

^  1  yjj  lij  'Jj31  I  jljtj 


JjU  j  jp. 

17:35  And  give  full  measure  when  you  measure, 
and  weigh  with  a  balance  that  is  straight.  That  is 
good  (advantageous)  and  better  in  the  end. 
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The  Command  to  handle  the  Orphan's  Wealth  properly  and  to| 
be  Honest  in  Weights  and  MeasuresB^^^^^^^.  jgu^fcg  'h. 


Allah  says; 


And  come  not  near  to  the  orphan's  property  except  to 
improve  it,  until  he  attains  the  age  of  full  strength. 

meaning,  do  not  dispose  of  the  orphan's  wealth 
except  in  a  proper  manner. 

I _ Ajls  tji.  (jlS  (j-aj  (jf  tjl^Jj  til^joil  U  jSj 

I  jjiis  (jlS  u^J 


but  consume  it  (the  orphan's  property)  not 
wastefully  and  hastily  fearing  that  they  should 
grow  up,  and  whoever  (among  guardians)  is  rich, 
he  should  take  no  wages,  but  if  he  is  poor,  let  him 
have  for  himself  what  is  just  and  reasonable 
(according  to  his  labor).  (4:6) 

In  Sahih  Muslim  it  is  recorded  that  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  said  to  Abu  Dharr: 

U  ;  ^  ■  "V')  Ua  <—1^1  cs^lj  ‘ ' a!?'L  4  t^ll  _jt  ^_gjl  UjI  \j 


0  Abu  Dharr,  I  see  that  you  are  weak  (in 
administering),  and  I  like  for  you  that  which  I  like 
for  myself.  Do  not  let  yourself  be  appointed  as 
Amir  over  two  people,  and  do  not  let  yourself  be 
appointed  as  guardian  of  an  orphan's  property. 


...  ... 


And  fulfill  (every)  covenant. 

meaning,  everything  that  you  promise  people, 
and  the  covenants  that  you  agree  to,  because  the 
person  who  makes  a  covenant  or  a  promise  will 
be  asked  about  it: 
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( V £ )  V jj^s  ul  ... 

Verily,  the  covenant  will  be  questioned  about. 

...  lil  'J&\  I jfljt 

And  give  full  measure  when  you  measure. 

meaning,  do  not  try  to  make  it  weigh  less  nor 
wrong  people  with  their  belongings. 

iiUaj.  jiallj 

and  weigh  with  a  balance, 
meaning  scales, 

-  ■  a a\\ 

...  pr 

that  is  straight. 

meaning  that  which  is  not  distorted  nor  that 
which  will  cause  confusion. 

... 

that  is  good, 

for  you,  in  your  daily  life  and  in  your  Hereafter. 

So  Allah  says: 

and  better  in  the  end. 

meaning,  with  regard  to  your  ultimate  end  in  the 
Hereafter. 

That  is  good  (advantageous)  and  better  in  the  end. 

Sa'  id  narrated  that  Qatadah  said  that  this  means 
"Better  in  reward  and  a  better  end." 
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Ibn  Abbas  used  to  say: 


"O  people,  you  are  entrusted  with  two  things  for 
which  the  people  who  came  before  you  were 
destroyed  -  these 

•  weights  and 

•  measures." 


a  jar 


o!  x  a  Lts  Vj 


y  ASs  bts  aiJji  sjs 


17:36  And  follow  not  that  of  which  you  have  no 
knowledge.  Verily,  the  hearing,  and  the  sight,  and 
the  heart  of  each  of  those  ones  will  be  questioned 
(by  Allah). 


Do  not  speak  without  Knowledge 


Allah  says; 


o|  j  j .  jll  j  jj||  ^  J 


And  follow  not  that  of  which  you  have  no  knowledge. 
Verily,  the  hearing,  and  the  sight,  and  the  heart  of, 

AN  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"(This  means)  do  not  say  (anything  of  which  you 
have  no  knowledge)." 

Al-Awfi  said: 


"Do  not  accuse  anyone  of  that  of  which  you  have 
no  knowledge." 

Muhammad  bin  Al-Hanafiyyah  said: 

"It  means  bearing  false  witness." 


Qatadah  said: 
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"Do  not  say, 

•  'I  have  seen',  when  you  did  not  see 
anything,  or 

•  'I  have  heard',  when  you  did  not  hear 
anything,  or 

•  '  I  know',  when  you  do  not  know, 

for  Allah  will  ask  you  about  all  of  that." 

In  conclusion,  what  they  said  means  that  Allah  forbids 
speaking  without  knowledge  and  only  on  the  basis  of 
suspicion,  which  is  mere  imagination  and  illusions.  As 
Allah  says: 


jsjl  jjl  jj-a  IjjjS  1  ^m^.1 

Avoid  much  suspicion;  indeed  some  suspicions 
are  sins.  (49:12) 

According  to  a  Hadith: 

Beware  of  suspicion,  for  suspicion  is  the  falsest  of 
speech. 

The  following  Hadith  is  found  in  Sunan  Abu  Dawud: 

I  j-aC-J)  A  u&i 

What  an  evil  habit  it  is  for  a  man  to  say,  'They 
claimed...' 


According  to  another  Hadith: 

Ijjj  l_a  AJJJC-  LSJi  °c)  iS  L 9$  U 


The  worst  of  lies  is  for  a  man  to  claim  to  have 
seen  something  that  he  has  not  seen. 


In  the  Sahih  it  says: 

(jaulj  (jjjjjjfcjoi  (jjj  JAxj  jjt  4-alj2l  i _ Lal^,  (j-a 

(JpUj 
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Whoever  claims  to  have  seen  a  dream  (when  he 
has  not  seen)  will  be  told  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection  to  make  a  knot  between  two  barley 
grains,  and  he  will  not  be  able  to  do  it. 

... 


each  of  those  ones, 


means  these  faculties,  hearing,  sight  and  the 
heart, 

will  be  questioned. 

means,  the  person  will  be  asked  about  them  on 
the  Day  of  Resurrection,  and  they  will  be  asked 
about  him  and  what  he  did  with  them. 


bijVt  J  asi  yijty  J  JLZ  Yj 
Vji a  U^J 

17:37  And  walk  not  on  the  earth  with  conceit  and 
arrogance.  Verily,  you  can  neither  rend  nor 
penetrate  the  earth  nor  can  you  attain  a  stature  like 
the  mountains  in  height. 

1a  j J  ^JC-  AjJjo)  (jli£  4L 

17:38  All  the  bad  aspects  of  these  (the  above 
mentioned  things)  are  hateful  to  your  Lord. 


Condemnation  of  strutting 


Allah  forbids  His  servants  to  strut  and  walk  in  a  boastful 
manner: 


...  ^ 

And  walk  not  on  the  earth  with  conceit  and  arrogance. 
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meaning,  walking  in  boastful  manner  and  acting 
proud,  like  those  who  are  arrogant  oppressors. 

...  ... 


Verily,  you  can  neither  rend  nor  penetrate  the  earth, 

means,  you  cannot  penetrate  the  earth  with  your 
walking. 

This  was  the  opinion  of  Ibn  Jarir. 

(VV)  jjlj  ... 

nor  can  you  attain  a  stature  like  the  mountains  in  height. 

(t A)  Ia Jjc.  Ajjj-u  jjlS  (JS 

All  the  bad  aspects  of  these  (the  above  mentioned 
things)  are  hateful  to  your  Lord. 


443!  'c>  4 J  43!  J* jl  14  43 

17:39  This  is  (part)  of  Al-Hikmah  (wisdom)  which 
your  Lord  has  revealed  to  you. 

Ca  jIa  -s  ^  jiJp  1 4]  5^  V  J 

(J!  ^  0  £ 

) 

And  set  not  up  with  Allah  any  other  god  lest  you 
should  be  thrown  into  Hell,  blameworthy  and 
rejected  (from  Allah's  mercy). 


Everything  previously  mentioned  is  Revelation  and  Wisdom 


Allah  says: 

This  is  (part)  of  Al-Hikmah  (wisdom)  which  your  Lord 
has  revealed  to  you. 
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Allah  says,  'What  We  have  commanded  you  to  do 
is  part  of  good  manners,  and  what  We  have 
forbidden  you  are  evil  qualities.  We  have  revealed 
this  to  you,  0  Muhammad,  so  that  you  may 
command  the  people  likewise.' 

. . .  'Ci  jLa  1$  •>  ^5^2  ji.1  I4JI  Alii  ^ J  ... 

And  set  not  up  with  Allah  any  other  god  lest  you  should 
be  thrown  into  Hell,  blameworthy, 

meaning,  your  own  self  will  blame  you,  as  will 
Allah  and  His  creation. 

(rn)  Ijjk0^ ... 

rejected, 

means  far  removed  from  everything  good. 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Qatadah  said: 

"(It  means)  cast  out." 

This  is  an  address  to  the  Ummah  via  the  Messenger,  for 
he  is  infallible. 


•fSSl  titij  ?'<;■  o  ^  v.  ~Ui 

V'ji  Jjl j£3 

17:40  Has  then  your  Lord  preferred  for  you  sons, 
and  taken  for  Himself  from  among  the  angels 
daughters!  Verily,  you  indeed  utter  an  awful  saying. 


Refutation  of  Those  Who  claim  that  the  Angels  are  Daughters! 


Allah  refutes  the  lying  idolators  who  claim,  may  the  curse  of 
Allah  be  upon  them,  that  the  angels  are  the  daughters  of  Allah. 
They  made  the  angels,  who  are  the  servants  of  Ar-Rahman 
(the  Most  Beneficent),  females,  and  called  them  daughters  of 
Allah,  then  they  worshipped  them.  They  were  gravely  wrong  on 
all  three  counts. 
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Allah  says,  denouncing  them: 


Has  then  your  Lord  preferred  for  you  sons, 
meaning,  has  He  given  only  you  sons! 

m  4^L/La3!  .lijlj 


and  taken  for  Himself  from  among  the  angels  daughters. 

meaning,  has  He  chosen  for  Himself,  as  you 
claim,  daughters. 

Then  Allah  denounces  them  even  more  severely,  and 
says: 


(£  . )  \aMt.  Yji  'ujl °^\ ... 
Verily,  you  indeed  utter  an  awful  saying. 

meaning,  in  your  claim  that  Allah  has  children, 
then  you  say  that  His  children  are  female,  which 
you  do  not  like  for  yourselves  and  may  even  kill 
them  by  burying  them  alive.  That  is  indeed  a 
division  most  unfair! 


Uj  ^1 1  jlllj 

!  jl  Linju>  -v 


Allah  says: 


IV&  J  cii  j)  <un\l  jISj 

Uj  jlj  J 

jjf  <  Uaj 

tic.  (_gjl  VI  jVI J  CjjJolJI  ^5!  u! 

f  't~ .  ^  -V  \e~. 

A.  *  -jjll  4jj|?. 


And  they  say:  "The  Most  Beneficent  (Allah)  has 
begotten  a  child." 
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Indeed  you  have  brought  forth  (said)  a  terrible 
evil  thing.  Whereby  the  heavens  are  almost  torn, 
and  the  earth  split  asunder,  and  the  mountains 
fall  in  ruins. 

That  they  ascribe  a  son  child  to  the  Most 
Beneficent.  But  it  is  not  suitable  for  (the  majesty 
of)  the  Most  Beneficent  that  he  should  beget  a 
child.  There  is  none  in  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
but  comes  unto  the  Most  Beneficent  as  a  servant. 

Verily,  He  knows  each  one  of  them,  and  has 
counted  them  a  full  counting.  And  every  one  of 
them  will  come  to  Him  alone  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection.  (19:88-95) 


yj  ^AAj^j J  Loj  Ij^S-lil  lAJb  ^3  u3^)j^a  All j 

17:41  And  surely.  We  have  explained  in  this  Qur'an 
that  they  may  take  heed,  but  it  increases  them  in 
naught  save  aversion. 


Allah  says: 


...  JjSM  Ijjfc  J  Ua °A33Tj 


And  surely,  We  have  explained  in  this  Qur'an, 

meaning,  'We  have  explained  Our  warnings  so 
that  they  may  remember  the  proof,  evidence  and 
exhortations  contained  therein,  and  be  prevented 
from  Shirk,  wrongdoing  and  scandal.' 

...  1 


that  they  may  take  heed, 


but  it  increases  them  in  naught, 
the  wrong-  doers  among  them. 
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o  %  %  ' 


(n)  I'jjSj  VI ... 


save  aversion. 

aversion  towards  the  truth;  they  go  further  away 
from  it. 


ts  j  J!  Vji3jy  lit  djJ ,jt  us  ^ji;  ^  'jz.  'j  'js 

17:42  Say:  "If  there  had  been  other  gods  along  with 
Him  as  they  assert,  then  they  would  certainly  have 
sought  out  a  way  to  the  Lord  of  the  Throne. 


LuJ 


17:43  Glorified  and  Exalted  is  He  high  above  what 
they  say! 


Allah  says: 

(  £  Y  )  jkll  j  ^1  1  I  jl  UaS  <^11  jjlS  jl  Ja 

Say:  "If  there  had  been  other  gods  along  with  Him  as 
they  assert,  then  they  would  certainly  have  sought  out  a 
way  to  the  Lord  of  the  Throne. 

'Say,  O  Muhammad,  to  these  idolators  who  claim 
that  Allah  has  a  partner  among  His  creation,  and 
who  worship  others  besides  Him  that  they  may 
bring  them  nearer  to  Him:  if  the  matter  is  as  you 
say,  and  there  is  another  god  besides  Him  whom 
you  worship  in  order  to  draw  closer  to  Him  and  so 
that  he  will  intercede  for  you  with  Him,  then 
those  whom  you  worship  would  themselves 
worship  Him  and  seek  means  to  draw  closer  to 
Him.  So  worship  Him  alone,  just  as  those  on 
whom  you  call  besides  Him  worship  Him.  You 
have  no  need  of  a  deity  to  be  an  intermediary 
between  you  and  Him,  for  He  does  not  like  or 
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accept  that,  rather  He  hates  it  and  rejects  it,  and 
has  forbidden  that  through  all  of  His  Messengers 
and  Prophets.' 

Then  He  glorifies  and  sanctifies  Himself  far  above  all  that,  and 
says: 


Cat  j  4 jl 


Glorified  and  Exalted  is  He  high  above  what  they  say! 

meaning  these  idolators  who  transgress  and  do 
wrong  when  they  claim  that  there  are  other  gods 
besides  Him. 


(if)  I jjjS  I jic. 


high  above, 

means,  far  above. 

He  is  Allah,  the  One,  the  Self-Sufficient  Master, 
Whom  all  creatures  need.  He  begets  not,  nor  was 
He  begotten,  and  there  is  none  comparable  or 
coequal  unto  Him. 


u!j  U*J  '  J  Al 

O  %  '  O  £  '  f  f  \  'O'  *  2"  %  i  Jri  0  .. 

p0.lu>M  *  U f  CS^ 

17:44  The  seven  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  that 
is  therein,  glorify  Him  and  there  is  not  a  thing  but 
glorifies  His  praise.  But  you  understand  not  their 
glorification. 

I  jjic.  ajI 

Truly,  He  is  Ever  Forbearing,  Oft-Forgiving. 


Ill 


Everything  glorifies  Allah 


Allah  says: 


U£-lS  Cy“J  *•— 1'  jLa.mil  Al  lui*l 


The  seven  heavens  and  the  earth  and  all  that  is  therein, 
glorify  Him 

meaning  the  creatures  that  dwell  therein,  sanctify 
Him,  exalt  Him,  venerate  Him,  glorify  Him  and 
magnify  Him  far  above  what  these  idolators  say, 
and  they  bear  witness  that  He  is  One  in  His 
Lordship  and  Divinity.  In  everything  there  is  a 
sign  of  Allah  indicating  that  He  is  One. 


As  Allah  says: 

I2&  (Jl  -La2l  (3*n Ijj  4_la  r^yVta'n  dlj— olull  jlSj 

Uj  /j  Ijc-J  jjf 


Whereby  the  heavens  are  almost  torn,  and  the 
earth  is  split  asunder,  and  the  mountains  fall  in 
ruins,  That  they  ascribe  child  to  the  Most 
Beneficent.  (19:90-91) 


»  ^  1  l  ii  j  H\  f  ^  l>  u!j  ... 

and  there  is  not  a  thing  but  glorifies  His  praise. 

there  is  no  created  being  that  does  not  celebrate 
the  praises  of  Allah. 


...  °f4 ~n/‘ ^  ... 

But  you  understand  not  their  glorification. 

means,  'You  do  not  understand  them,  O 
mankind,  because  it  is  not  like  your  languages.' 

This  applies  to  all  creatures  generally,  animal, 
inanimate  and  botanical. 

This  is  the  better  known  of  the  two  opinions 
according  to  the  most  reliable  of  two  opinions. 
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It  was  reported  in  Sahih  Al-Bukhari  that  Ibn  Mas'ud 
said: 


"We  used  to  hear  the  Tasbih  of  the  food  as  it  was 
being  eaten." 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  (Mu'adh  bin  Anas  said  that) 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  came  upon  some  people  who 
were  sitting  on  their  mounts  and  talking  to  one  another. 
He  said  to  them: 


jpslj  (jjfl  l_lji  tjjjl  jjoitll  j 

Ajja 


Ride  them  safely  then  leave  them  safely.  Do  not 
use  them  as  chairs  for  you  to  have  conversations 
in  the  streets  and  marketplaces,  because  the  one 
that  is  ridden  may  be  better  than  the  one  who 
rides  it,  and  may  remember  Allah  more  than  he 
does. 

An-Nasa'i  recorded  in  his  Sunan  that  Abdullah  bin  'Amr 

said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  forbade  us  from  killing 
frogs." 


(ii)  I jjSc.  LkJk  'jlS  AjJ ... 

Truly,  He  is  Ever  Forbearing,  Oft-Forgiving. 

means,  He  does  not  hasten  to  punish  those  who 
disobey  Him,  rather  He  gives  them  time  and 
waits,  then  if  they  persist  in  their  stubborn  Kufr, 

He  seizes  them  with  a  punishment  of  the  All- 
Mighty,  All-Capable. 

It  was  recorded  in  the  Two  Sahihs  that: 

JJ  SjSJ  Ii]  3)1 

Allah  will  let  the  wrongdoer  carry  on  until,  when 
He  does  seize  him,  He  will  never  let  him  go. 
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Then  the  Messenger  of  Allah  recited: 

«al  ^  j  (_j^y3l  .1^.1  Pi  -lij 


Such  is  the  punishment  of  your  Lord  when 
He  seizes  the  (population  of)  towns  while 
they  are  doing  wrong.  (11:02) 


Allah  says: 


A_ al_la  (_5Aj  LgJ  ('LnLa!  A_j^)3  (j-a  jytSj 


And  many  a  township  did  I  give  respite  while  it 
was  given  to  wrongdoing.  (22:45),  until  the  end 
of  two  Ayat. 

A_alUa  l  g  jS&t  Aj^)3  (j-a 


And  many  a  township  did  We  destroy  while  they 
were  given  to  wrongdoing.  (22:48) 


Whoever  gives  up  his  disbelief  and  disobedience,  and 
turns  back  to  Allah  in  repentance,  Allah  will  accept  his 
repentance,  as  He  says: 


Alii  JLlj-iij  ^aJ  A  aflj  ~  '  jl  tf.  jjoi 


And  whoever  does  evil  or  wrongs  himself  but 
afterwards  seeks  Allah's  forgiveness.  (4:110) 

Here,  Allah  says: 


Ijjfe  liJk  jlS  AjI 


Truly,  He  is  Ever  Forbearing,  Oft-Forgiving. 
At  the  end  of  Surah  Fatir,  He  says: 


^1  tjllj  jt  (_pajVlj  yjjJajaill  i^Laixj  aUI  jjl 

|  I  <uLa.  (jlS  Ajl  (j-a  (jja  I  *f>K ,  ,i^f 


Verily,  Allah  grasps  the  heavens  and  the  earth 
lest  they  should  move  away  from  their  places, 
and  if  they  were  to  move  away  from  their  places, 
there  is  not  one  that  could  grasp  them  after  Him. 
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Truly,  He  is  Ever  Most  Forbearing,  Oft-Forgiving... 
until  His  saying; 


'oilll  aIII  I ‘jTj 

And  if  Allah  were  to  punish  men.  (35:41-45) 


UjVjJ  V  OjjtSl  u'f- jSJ1  C^lji  I3)j 

1  jjIjola  Q-y-s  b 

17:45  And  when  you  recite  the  Qur'an,  We  put 
between  you  and  those  who  believe  not  in  the 
Hereafter,  an  invisible  veil. 

issa*"  o  •I'M''  ♦'  *  *  f  **  o  i*  -t"  4  ^  " 

^^Ic.  1  j3 j  ^  131  j 

hj * 

17:46  And  We  have  put  Akinnah  over  their  hearts, 
lest  they  should  understand  it,  and  in  their  ears 
deafness.  And  when  you  make  mention  of  your  Lord 
Alone  in  the  Qur'an,  they  turn  on  their  backs, 
fleeing  in  extreme  dislike. 


The  Veil  over  the  Hearts  of  the  Idolators 


Allah  says  to  His  Messenger  Muhammad: 

IjI a-a.  ^  jjjjll  O&J  41)1^3  131  j 

( i  o)  I  jjjajix 

And  when  you  recite  the  Qur'an,  We  put  between  you 
and  those  who  believe  not  in  the  Hereafter,  an  invisible 
veil. 

Qatadah  and  Ibn  Zayd  said, 

"It  is  coverings  over  their  hearts," 
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as  Allah  says: 

Umj  jj-aj  jSj  IjjI  AjII  IjjE-Jj  L *!a  A 

*  r  _ 


.  .  -  J  SA  ,  £. 


And  they  say:  "Our  hearts  are  under  coverings 
(screened)  from  that  to  which  you  invite  us;  and 
in  our  ears  is  deafness,  and  between  us  and  you 
is  a  screen.  (41:5) 

meaning,  there  is  something  that  is  stopping  and 
preventing  your  words  from  reaching  us. 


I  J)  \  x 


an  invisible  veil. 

meaning  something  which  covers,  or  that  cannot 
be  seen,  so  there  is  a  barrier  between  them  and 
guidance. 

This  is  the  interpretation  that  Ibn  Jarir  (may  Allah 
have  mercy  on  him)  thought  was  correct. 

Al-Hafiz  Abu  Ya'la  Al-Mawusili  recorded  that  Asma'  bint 
Abi  Bakr  (may  Allah  be  pleased  with  her)  said, 

"When  the  Ayah,  d  Ijj  Ijjj  (Perish  the  two 

hands  of  Abu  Lahab  and  perish  he!),  (111:1)  was 
revealed,  the  one-eyed  woman  Umm  Jamil  (the  wife 
of  Abu  Lahab)  came  with  a  stone  pestle  in  her  hand, 
screaming,  'What  was  sent  to  us  is  somebody 
blameworthy,  or,  we  reject  somebody  blameworthy 

(Abu  Musa  -  one  of  the  narrators  -  said,  it  is  I  who 
am  not  sure  what  was  said); 

we  shun  his  religion  and  disobey  whatever  he 
commands!' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  was  sitting  with  Abu  Bakr  by 
his  side.  Abu  Bakr,  may  Allah  be  pleased  with  him, 
said,  'This  woman  has  come  and  I  am  afraid  she  will 
see  you.' 
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The  Prophet  said,  °lP  (Certainly  she  will  not 
see  me),  and  he  recited  Qur'an  through  which  he  was 
protected  from  her: 

V  (jjjll  Qajj  (ji^sll  Clsl  I  jl  j 

I  jjixux  IjI 3^  6 


And  when  you  recite  the  Qur'an,  We  put 
between  you  and  those  who  believe  not  in 
the  Hereafter,  an  invisible  veil. 


She  came  and  found  Abu  Bakr,  but  she  did  not 
see  the  Prophet. 


She  said,  'O  Abu  Bakr,  I  have  heard  that  your 
companion  is  lampooning  me.1 

Abu  Bakr  said,  '  No,  by  the  Lord  of  this  House  (the 
Ka'bah),  he  is  not  lampooning  you.' 


Then  she  went  away,  saying,  'The  Quraysh  know 
that  I  am  the  daughter  of  their  master.'" 


...  ^  Ukkj 


And  We  have  put  coverings  over  their  hearts, 

Akinnah  (coverings)  is  the  plural  of  Kinan,  which 
covers  the  heart. 


>  >  <.0.-  f 

...  U1  ... 


lest  they  should  understand  it, 

means,  lest  they  should  understand  the  Qur'an. 

...  ... 


and  in  their  ears  deafness, 

something  that  will  stop  them  from  hearing  the 
Qur'an  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  understand  it 
and  be  guided  by  it. 
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And  when  you  make  mention  of  your  Lord  Alone  in  the 
Qur'an, 

means,  when  you  declare  Allah  to  be  One  in  your 
recitation,  and  say  La  Ilaha  Illallah, 


...  I* ... 


they  turn, 

means  they  turn  away  , 


(n)  Oja}  jllit  Jt.  ... 


on  their  backs,  fleeing  in  extreme  dislike. 
As  Allah  says: 


a  ji/y  u  jj  2 


And  when  Allah  Alone  is  mentioned,  the  hearts  of 
those  who  believe  not  in  the  Hereafter  are  filled 
with  disgust  (from  the  Oneness  of  Allah). (39:45) 

(^2  <4 Lj  131  j 

And  when  you  make  mention  of  your  Lord  Alone  in  the 
Qur'an, 

Commenting  on  this  Ayah,  Qatadah  said  that; 

when  the  Muslims  said  La  Ilaha  Illallah,  the 
idolators  disliked  this  and  found  it  intolerable. 

Iblis  and  his  troops  hated  it,  but  Allah  insisted  on 
supporting  it  so  that  it  would  prevail  over  those 
who  opposed  it.  Whoever  uses  it  against  his 
opponent  will  prevail,  and  whoever  fights  for  it 
will  be  victorious.  Only  the  Muslims  of  the  Arabian 
Peninsula,  which  can  be  traversed  by  a  rider  in  a 
few  nights,  knew  it  and  accepted  it,  out  of  all 
mankind. 
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L'llj]  (j^XpluaJ  Jlj  Aj  (j^X-oLuJJ  LoJ  aAC-I 

17:47  We  know  best  of  what  they  listen  to,  when 
they  listen  to  you. 

%.'j  Vj  'oj&  Ci  bjAiii  a _&  'i  ^  ‘A  a/j 

ijj  *  o  Z> 

I 

And  when  they  take  secret  counsel,  then  the 
wrongdoers  say:  "You  follow  none  but  a  bewitched 
man." 

its  1 J2&I  ^  I jSp  <_i£  jfcSI 

^  llul 
*•-* 

17:48  See  what  examples  they  have  put  forward  for 
you.  So  they  have  gone  astray,  and  never  can  they 
find  a  way. 


The  Secret  Counsel  of  Quraysh  after  hearing  the  Qur'an 


Allah  says; 


(Jpj  jl  p  jl  j  ‘A 'll  jl  4j  UoJ  ^alc-i  jiJ 

^  £  V )  I  j  j  *)! I  jjl 


We  know  best  of  what  they  listen  to,  when  they  listen  to 
you.  And  when  they  take  secret  counsel,  then  the 
wrongdoers  say:  "You  follow  none  but  a  bewitched  man." 

Allah  tells  His  Prophet  about  what  the  leaders  of 
Quraysh  discussed  when  they  came  and  listened 
to  him  reciting  Qur'an  in  secret,  without  their 
people  knowing  about  it. 

They  said  that  he  was  Mashur  which  according  to 
the  better-known  view  means  someone  affected 
by  magic  (Sihr); 
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it  may  also  mean  a  man  who  has  a  lung,  i.e.,  a 
mere  human  being,  as  if  they  were  saying  that  if 
you  follow  Muhammad,  you  will  only  be  following 
a  human  being. 

This  second  suggestion  does  not  sound  correct, 
because  what  they  meant  here  was  that  he  was 
under  the  influence  of  Sihr  (magic)  which  made 
him  see  dreams  in  which  he  learned  these  words 
that  he  recited. 

Some  of  them  said  he  was  a  poet,  or  a 
soothsayer,  or  crazy,  or  a  sorcerer. 

Allah  says: 

(  £  A )  T  n  .  n  jt  l)-i  1  >  l  U  ili  1 'J2.VI  1  J  L 

See  what  examples  they  have  put  forward  for  you.  So 
they  have  gone  astray,  and  never  can  they  find  a  way. 

meaning,  they  will  never  be  guided  to  the  truth 
and  will  never  find  a  way  to  reach  it. 

Muhammad  bin  Ishaq  said  in  As-Sirah:  "Muhammad  bin 
Muslim  bin  Shihab  Az-Zuhri  told  me  that; 

it  happened  that  Abu  Sufyan  bin  Harb,  Abu  Jahl 
bin  Hisham  and  Al-Akhnas  bin  Shurayq  bin  Amr 
bin  Wahb  Ath-Thaqafi,  the  ally  of  Bani  Zahrah, 
went  out  one  night  to  listen  to  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  when  he  was  praying  at  night  in  his  house. 

Each  one  of  them  took  up  a  position  for  listening, 
and  none  of  them  knew  that  the  others  were  also 
there.  They  stayed  listening  to  him  all  night  until 
dawn  came.  When  they  left,  they  met  up  on  the 
road,  each  of  them  blaming  the  others,  saying  to 
one  another;  'Do  not  come  back  again,  lest  you 
give  the  wrong  impression  (i.e.,  that  you  like 
what  you  hear).' 

Then  they  went  away  until  the  second  night 
came,  when  each  of  them  came  back  to  his  place 
and  spent  the  night  listening.  When  dawn  came 
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they  left,  then  when  they  met  up  on  the  road, 
each  of  them  blamed  the  others,  saying  the  same 
as  they  had  said  the  previous  night. 

Then  they  went  away  until  the  third  night  came, 
when  each  of  them  came  back  to  his  place  and 
spent  the  night  listening.  When  dawn  came  they 
left,  then  when  they  met  up  on  the  road,  they 
said  to  one  another,  '  Let  us  not  leave  until  we 
promise  not  to  come  back,'  so  they  made  a 
promise  to  that  effect,  and  went  their  separate 
ways. 

In  the  morning,  Al-Akhnas  bin  Shurayq  took  his 
stick  and  went  to  the  house  of  Abu  Sufyan  bin 
Harb,  where  he  said,  'Tell  me,  0  Abu  Hanzalah 
(i.e.,  Abu  Sufyan),  what  do  you  think  of  what  you 
have  heard  from  Muhammad!1 

Abu  Sufyan  said,  '0  Abu  Tha'labah  (i.e.,  Al- 
Akhnas),  by  Allah,  I  have  heard  something  I 
understand  and  I  know  what  is  meant  by  it,  and  I 
have  heard  things  I  do  not  understand  and  do  not 
know  what  is  meant  by  it.' 

Al-Akhnas  said:  'Me  too,  by  the  One  by  Whom 
you  swore.' 

Then  he  left  and  went  to  Abu  Jahl,  and  entered 
his  house.  He  said,  '0  Abu  Al-Hakam  (i.e.,  Abu 
Jahl),  what  do  you  think  of  what  you  have  heard 
from  Muhammad!' 

He  said,  'What  did  you  hear?' 

He  said,  'We  and  Banu  'Abd  Manaf  competed  for 
honor  and  position:  they  fed  people  so  we  fed 
people,  they  engaged  in  battle  so  we  engaged  in 
battle,  they  gave  so  we  gave,  until  we  were  neck 
and  neck,  like  race  horses.  Then  they  said,  we 
have  a  Prophet  among  us  who  receives  revelation 
from  heaven.  How  could  we  compete  with  that  By 
Allah  we  will  never  believe  in  him.' 

Then  Al-Akhnas  got  up  and  left  him." 
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12k  oj5 jiXJ  df t  tlijj  Uip  d£  l^f  1  jllij 

lAjJi. 

»*''  * 

17:49  And  they  say:  "When  we  are  bones  and 
fragments  (destroyed),  should  we  really  be 
resurrected  (to  be)  a  new  creation!" 


jf  o  jl  1 


17:50  Say:  "Be  you  stones  or  iron," 

0  A*  %  J»  *  %  4  Z  £  4  :#•<*".  0  f 

^  jjSj  Ux  UU.  jl 

17:51  "Or  some  created  thing  that  is  yet  greater  (or 
harder)  in  your  breasts." 

t>  U 

Then,  they  will  say:  "Who  shall  bring  us  back  (to 
life)" 


i’J.  'JJ  £'>s  Ja 

Say:  "He  Who  created  you  first!" 

^  JJ  £■"  "  i  i.-"-  o  "  jj  jj  '  M  "  *  •  * 

LS-1^  J  *=^1  \.u^ 

Then,  they  will  shake  their  heads  at  you  and  say: 
"When  will  that  be!" 

u  &  d  LS^ 

Say:  "Perhaps  it  is  near!" 


*  £0  0  0  ""  0  " 


17:52  On  the  Day  when  He  will  call  you,  and  you 
will  answer  with  (words  of)  His  praise  and 
obedience,  and  you  will  think  that  you  have  stayed 
(in  this  world)  but  a  little  while! 
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Refutation  of  Those  Who  do  not  believe  in  Life  after  Death 


Allah  tells  us  about  the  disbelievers  who  think  it  very  unlikely 
that  the  Resurrection  will  happen; 

...  1513  jj  15£  1*4  1  jlllj 

And  they  say:  When  we  are  bones  and  fragments, 
meaning  earth. 

This  was  the  view  of  Mujahid. 

Ali  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas: 
it  means  dust. 

should  we  really  be  resurrected  (to  be)  a  new  creation! 

meaning,  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection  after  we 
have  disintegrated  and  become  nothing,  and  have 
been  forgotten. 

Allah  tells  us  about  them  elsewhere: 

a ^  lift 

UT,r.  I4l 
fjS  131  1  jUS 


They  say:  "Shall  we  indeed  be  returned  to  (our) 
former  state  of  life  even  after  we  are  crumbled 
bones!"  They  say:  "It  would  in  that  case,  be  a 
return  with  loss!"  (79:10-12) 

And, 


4  alX  133  i_J  jjJaj 


And  he  puts  forth  for  Us  a  parable,  and  forgets 
his  own  creation,  until  the  end  of  two  Ayat. 
(36:78-79) 
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Allah  commands  His  Messenger  to  respond  to  them,  so  He  says: 

(o . )  ^ ^  Js 

Say  (O  Muhammad):  "Be  you  stones  or  iron," 

-  which  are  more  difficult  to  restore  than  bones 
and  fragments, 

J  jf 

Or  some  created  thing  that  is  yet  greater  (or  harder)  in 
your  breasts. 

Ibn  Ishaq  narrated  from  Ibn  Abi  Najih  from  Mujahid: 

"I  asked  Ibn  Abbas  about  that,  and  he  said:  'This 
is  death.'" 

Atiyah  reported  that  Ibn  Umar  explained  of  this  Ayah: 

"If  you  were  dead  I  would  still  resurrect  you." 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr,  Abu 
Salih,  Al-Hasan,  Qatadah,  Ad-Dahhak  and  others. 

This  means  that  if  you  were  to  assume  that  you 
would  become  dead,  which  is  the  opposite  of 
living,  Allah  will  resurrect  you  when  He  wills,  for 
nothing  can  stop  Him  when  He  wills  a  thing. 

Mujahid  said: 

"This  means  the  heavens,  earth  and  mountains." 
According  to  another  report, 

"Whatever  you  want  to  be,  go  ahead,  Allah  will 
still  resurrect  you  after  you  die." 


uAixj  (jji jqnug 

Then,  they  will  say:  "Who  shall  bring  us  back  (to  life)!" 

meaning,  who  will  resurrect  us  if  we  are  stones  or 
iron  or  some  other  strong  created  thing! 
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...  ?j-°  cjj  jJijlaS  <_S-^  tJ3 


Say:  "He  Who  created  you  first!" 


meaning,  He  Who  created  you  when  you  were 
nothing,  then  you  became  human  beings,  walking 
about.  He  is  able  to  create  you  anew,  no  matter 
what  you  have  become. 


AjIc.  Qja!  jAj  sAjjlj  A  i_3^^  f Ajj  (_£a1|  jA  j 


And  He  it  is  Who  originates  the  creation,  then  He 
will  repeat  it;  and  this  is  easier  for  Him.  (30:27) 

*  ''jju  >jj  ‘  *  ,'“i 


Then,  they  will  shake  their  heads  at  you, 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Qatadah  said, 

"They  will  move  their  heads  in  a  gesture  of 
mockery." 

This  view  expressed  by  Ibn  Abbas  and  Qatadah  is; 

what  the  Arabs  understand  from  the  language, 
because  the  word  used  Fasayunghidun  indicates 
an  up-and-down  movement  Nughad.  A  word 
derived  from  the  same  root,  Naghd,  is  used  to 
refer  to  the  young  of  the  ostrich,  because  when  it 
walks,  it  walks  quickly  and  moves  its  head.  The 
same  word  is  used  to  describe  a  tooth  when  it 
becomes  loose  and  is  detached  from  its  place. 

...  J* 


and  say:  "When  will  that  be!" 

This  shows  that  they  thought  it  very  unlikely  that 
it  would  happen,  as  Allah  says: 

^  - 1 T  jjl  Ac.j3!  Ia_& 

And  they  say:  "When  will  this  promise  (i.e. 
Resurrection)  be  fulfilled,  if  you  are  truthful!" 
(36:48) 
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ujVjy  ^  oj3  cfe 


Those  who  believe  not  therein  seek  to  hasten  it 
(the  Hour).  (42:18) 

(° ' )  4y*  u_&  J  °J*  ... 


Say:  "Perhaps  it  is  near!" 

meaning,  beware  of  it,  for  it  is  at  hand  and  will  no 
doubt  come  to  you,  and  what  will  be  will  be. 


On  the  Day  when  He  will  call  you, 

meaning  the  Lord,  may  He  be  blessed  and 
exalted: 

jAif  131  S  _jC.1i  jaSlc.J  131 


When  He  will  call  you  by  a  single  call,  behold,  you 
will  come  out  from  the  earth.  (30:25), 


meaning,  when  He  commands  you  to  come  out 
from  the  earth,  for  nothing  can  oppose  Him  or 
prevent  His  command  from  being  fulfilled.  Rather, 
it  is  as  He  says: 


‘  ^  .alS  V)  U«j 


And  Our  commandment  is  but  one  as  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye.  (54:50) 

ojC a  °c£  y  Ujffl  J  iojjt  i3i  ufjS  i^si 


Verily,  Our  Word  unto  a  thing  when  We 
intend  it,  is  only  that  We  say  unto  it:  "Be!" 
-  and  it  is.  (16:40) 

a  jALuJLj  1313  -  a^i.  j  ^A  Uajli 

But  it  will  be  only  a  single  Zajrah.  When 
behold,  they  find  themselves  (on  the 


126 


surface  of  the  earth)  alive  (after  their 
death).  (79:13-14), 

meaning,  it  will  be  just  one  definitive 
command,  then  the  people  will  have  come 
out  from  the  inside  of  the  earth  to  its 
surface,  as  Allah  says: 


9  UJV. 


ualiuua 


On  the  Day  when  He  will  call  you,  and  you  will  answer 
with  (words  of)  His  praise. 

meaning,  you  will  all  rise  up  in  response  to  His 
command  and  in  obedience  to  His  will. 


and  you  will  think, 

means,  on  the  Day  when  you  rise  up  from  your 
graves, 


...  °r^  u!  ... 

that  you  have  stayed  (in  this  earthly  abode), 

(oY)  ... 


but  a  little  while. 

This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

jf  AjJi-  V)  1  ^3  1^2  jjj  ~ ^  ^ ^ 

The  Day  they  see  it,  (it  will  be)  as  if  they  had  not 
tarried  (in  this  world)  except  an  afternoon  or  a 
morning.  (79:46) 

Allah  says: 

j  -iLajj  U..y',J7  ^  j  j 
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La  aJ  VI 


The  Day  when  the  Trumpet  will  be  blown:  that 
Day,  We  shall  gather  the  blue  or  blind-eyed  with 
thirst.  They  will  speak  in  a  very  low  voice  to  each 
other  (saying):  "You  stayed  not  longer  than  ten 
(days)."  We  know  very  well  what  they  will  say, 
when  the  best  among  them  in  knowledge  and 
wisdom  will  say:  "You  stayed  no  longer  than  a 
day!" (20:102-104) 


■  T  {<.  Ac. l_u  JJC-  I  y  '  I  La  j  j  ^  .  Q ;  Ac.  UaJl 


And  on  the  Day  that  the  Hour  will  be  established, 
they  will  swear  that  they  stayed  not  but  an  hour  - 
thus  were  they  ever  deluded.  (30:55) 

(jjjjoi  33c.  <_gi  J-3 

jj3Ut3l  jLil  jl  LajJ  Lin]  I  jlli 

°j3  iUi  Vi  ji  jn 


He  will  say:  "What  number  of  years  did  you  stay 
on  earth!" 


They  will  say:  "We  stayed  a  day  or  part  of  a  day. 
Ask  of  those  who  keep  account." 

He  will  say:  "You  stayed  not  but  a  little,  if  you 
had  only  known!"  (23:112-114) 


3  cPjiii  3!  3~^a  '  3  Aj  ls4a*3  JSj 

112.  t’ji  3^  3421!!  o!  ’(4“ 

17:53  And  say  to  My  servants  that  they  should  say 
those  words  that  are  best.  (Because)  Shaytan 
verily,  sows  a  state  of  conflict  and  disagreement 
among  them.  Surely,  Shaytan  is  to  man  a  plain 
enemy. 
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People  should  speak  Good  Words  with  Politeness 


Allah  commands: 

(jl  pg  llj  u'  (j l  1  j3_jSj  (_j3j 

(of)  '  In  ^  I  jic.  jjbuljiU  jjlfl 

And  say  to  My  servants  that  they  should  say  those  words 
that  are  best.  (Because)  Shaytan  verily,  sows  a  state  of 
conflict  and  disagreement  among  them.  Surely,  Shaytan 
is  to  man  a  plain  enemy. 

Allah  commands  His  servant  Muhammad  to  tell 
the  believing  servants  of  Allah  that  they  should 
address  one  another  in  their  conversations  and 
discussions  with  the  best  and  politest  of  words, 
for  if  they  do  not  do  that,  Shaytan  will  sow 
discord  among  them,  and  words  will  lead  to 
actions,  so  that  evil  and  conflicts  and  fights  will 
arise  among  them.  For  Shaytan  is  the  enemy  of 
Adam  and  his  descendants,  and  has  been  since 
he  refused  to  prostrate  to  Adam.  His  enmity  is 
obvious  and  manifest.  For  this  reason  it  is 
forbidden  for  a  man  to  point  at  his  Muslim  brother 
with  an  iron  instrument,  for  Shaytan  may  cause 
him  to  strike  him  with  it. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Abu  Hurayrah  said: 

"The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

(J*3  j  U  U 

jllll  ajL  ^2  £Juk  £  JJJ  °jl 

No  one  of  you  should  point  at  his  brother  with  a 
weapon,  for  he  does  not  know  whether  Shaytan 
will  cause  him  to  strike  him  with  it  and  thus  be 
thrown  into  a  pit  of  Fire. 

Al-Bukhari  and  Muslim  recorded  this  Hadith  with 
the  chain  of  narration  from  Abdur-Razzaq. 


129 


7-'  '  0  £-0!*''  9  I''*."  4  0  f  0  £-0  "  0  "  I"*,''  4  0  ^  -to  f  0 

^  u)  J*  ^  Ui 

Mj  ^  'AZJj 

17:54  Lord  knows  you  best;  if  He  wills.  He  will  have 
mercy  on  you,  or  if  He  wills.  He  will  punish  you.  And 
We  have  not  sent  you  as  a  guardian  over  them. 

J  i— \ Cy^ 

17:55  And  your  Lord  knows  best  all  who  are  in  the 
heavens  and  the  earth. 

j  a*  \  (jjjj )  1  jljJafl  ^Sj 
'jJO 

And  indeed.  We  have  preferred  some  of  the 
Prophets  above  others,  and  to  Dawud  We  gave  the 
Zabur. 


Allah  says: 


... 


Your  Lord  knows  you  best; 


0  mankind,  meaning,  He  knows  best  who  among 
you  deserves  to  be  guided  and  who  does  not 
deserve  to  be  guided. 


AN  ^  *  ijoU 


if  He  wills,  He  will  have  mercy  on  you, 


by  helping  you  to  obey  Him  and  turn  to  Him. 


iA\  Jijf  Laj  ^tLlSx.  j  tjJoJ  jjl 


or  if  He  wills,  He  will  punish  you.  And  We  have  not  sent 
you  (-  O  Muhammad  -). 

(of)  iUSj  (-»jg  jV- 


as  a  guardian  over  them. 
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meaning,  'We  have  sent  you  as  a  warner,  so 
whoever  obeys  you,  will  enter  Paradise  and 
whoever  disobeys  you,  will  enter  Hell.' 

J V I  a  pl ^Laliill  ^3  jalfcl  tijjj 

And  your  Lord  knows  best  all  who  are  in  the  heavens  and 
the  earth. 

meaning,  their  status  or  level  of  obedience  or 
disobedience. 


The  Preference  of  some  Prophets  above  Others 


Allah  says: 


Jc.  jjjjjlll  I  'T.  >.3  P3j 


And  indeed,  We  have  preferred  some  of  the  Prophets 
above  others. 


As  Allah  says: 

a!1I  jalS  jj-a  p-La  j. I  'T.  >.3  (Jjaijll 


Those  Messengers!  We  preferred  some  of  them  to 
others;  to  some  of  them  Allah  spoke  (directly); 
others  He  raised  to  degrees  (of  honor).  (2:253) 

This  does  not  contradict  the  report  in  the  Two  Sahihs 
which  says  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

etofol  LP  I jtbiS  U 


Don't  give  superiority  to  any  Prophet  among 
(Allah's)  Prophets. 

What  is  meant  in  this  Hadith  is  giving  a  superiority 
based  on  whims  and  fanaticism  or  sectarian  feelings,  not 
on  the  basis  of  evidence.  If  there  is  solid  evidence,  we 
have  to  follow  it.  There  is  no  dispute  that  the  Messengers 
are  better  than  the  rest  of  the  Prophets,  and  that  the 
mighty  Messengers  of  Great  Resolve  are  the  best  of  all. 
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They  are  the  five  mentioned  in  two  Ayat  of  the  Qur'an, 
in  Surah  Al-Ahzab: 


J-o  122k.!  21  j 


And  (remember)  when  We  took  from  the  Prophets 
their  covenant,  and  from  you  and  from  Nuh, 
Ibrahim,  Musa  and  '  Isa  son  of  Maryam.  (33:7) 

and  in  Surah  Ash-Shura: 

Ikj  <11  (_£,23lj  4j  ■  ■*-» j  Uo  Qjpll  Q-a  ^323  Jjj 

2/  j  jj2Jl  Ij^ajsl  jjt  ^  mjti.  j  4j  Llij^sj 

Aji  1 

He  has  ordained  for  you  the  same  religion  which 
He  ordained  for  Nuh,  and  that  which  We  have 
revealed  to  you,  and  that  which  We  ordained  for 
Ibrahim,  Musa  and  'Isa  saying  you  should 
establish  religion  and  make  no  divisions  in  it. 
(42:13) 

There  is  no  dispute  that  Muhammad  is  the  best  of 
them,  then  Ibrahim,  then  Musa,  then  'Isa  (peace 
be  upon  them  all),  according  to  the  best-known 
view. 

We  have  discussed  the  evidence  for  this  in  detail 
elsewhere,  and  Allah  is  the  source  of  help. 

Allah's  saying, 


( &  & )  1  ^ j ^  IjjjI  j  iti 


and  to  Dawud  We  gave  the  Zabur. 

is  an  indication  of  his  virtue  and  honor. 


Al-Bukhari  recorded  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet 
said: 


jlSi  j-at2  (jlS i  JjIj 


i  0<W 


•  >  0.'  0  \  '  *0*>  >.#  "  9— 

£  jAj  u'  a  JJAJ 
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The  Qur'an  (i.e.  revealed  Scripture  of  Zabur)  was 
made  easy  for  Dawud,  so  he  would  call  for  his 
mounts  to  be  saddled,  and  he  would  finish 
reciting  it  (i.e.,  the  Zabur)  before  the  job  was 
done. 


1c- 


56  Say:  "Call  upon  those  -  besides  Him  whom  you 
pretend.  They  have  neither  the  power  to  remove  the 
adversity  from  you  nor  even  to  shift  (it  from  you  to 
another  person).” 

•f$  fHJ  J!  'oJ®  b OB#  Wj 

9  '  i  +  '  A  %  9  ^  o  "  "  to"'  9  "  a»T 

17:57  Those  whom  they  call  upon,  desire  a  means 
of  access  to  their  Lord,  as  to  which  of  them  should 
be  the  nearest;  and  they  hope  for  His  mercy  and 
fear  His  torment. 

'  jj.’W  xi  (jli£  l_)Iac.  (jl 

Verily,  the  torment  of  your  Lord  is  (something)  to 
be  afraid  of! 


The  gods  of  the  Idolators  can  neither  benefit  nor  harm;  rather 

they  themselves  seek  to  draw  close  to  Allahljo' 


Allah  says: 


...  J 


Say, 

0  Muhammad  to  these  idolators  who  worship 
things  other  than  Allah, 
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AjjJ  (jx  \  (jjjll  1  jc-jl 


Call  upon  those  -  besides  Him  whom  you  pretend, 
such  as  idols  and  rivals  of  Allah. 

Even  if  you  turn  to  them, 


\r.  J^)  ,  Q  ,‘.'T  rK.  1 


They  have  neither  the  power  to  remove  the  adversity 
from  you, 

they  have  no  such  power  at  all, 

(ol)  ... 


nor  even  to  shift  (it  from  you  to  another  person). 

to  lift  the  distress  from  you  and  give  it  to 
someone  else. 


The  meaning  is  that  the  only  one  Who  is  able  to 
do  that  is  Allah  Alone,  with  no  partner  or 
associate,  Who  is  the  One  Who  creates  and  issues 
commands. 

Ja 

Say:  "Call  upon  those  whom  you  pretend, 

AI-'Awfi  reported  from  Ibn  Abbas, 

"The  people  of  Shirk  used  to  say,  'we  worship 
the  angels  and  the  Messiah  and  Uzayr,'  while 
these  (the  angels  and  the  Messiah  and  Uzayr) 
themselves  call  upon  Allah." 

jjjC-Aj  ‘4) 


Those  whom  they  call  upon,  desire, 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  from  Sulayman  bin  Mahran  Al- 
A'mash,  from  Ibrahim,  from  Abu  Ma'mar,  from 
Abdullah: 

(^1  (jjAliii  jjjc-Aj 

Those  whom  they  call  upon,  desire  a  means  of  access  to 
their  Lord, 
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"Some  of  the  Jinn  used  to  be  worshipped,  then 
they  became  Muslims." 

According  to  another  report: 

"Some  humans  used  to  worship  some  of  the  Jinn, 
then  those  Jinn  became  Muslim,  but  those 
humans  adhered  to  their  religion  (of  worshipping 
the  Jinn)." 

...  ... 

as  to  which  of  them  should  be  the  nearest; 

4jI  Ac.  jj j  j 

they  hope  for  His  mercy  and  fear  His  torment. 

Worship  cannot  be  complete  or  perfect  unless  it  is 
accompanied  by  both  fear  and  hope. 

•  Fear  stops  one  from  doing  things  that  are 
forbidden,  and 

•  hope  makes  one  do  more  good  deeds. 

(©  V)  <a  jjlS  i_il  Ac.  (j)  ... 

Verily,  the  torment  of  your  Lord  is  (something)  to  be 
afraid  of! 

meaning,  one  should  beware  of  it  and  be  afraid 
lest  it  happen. 

We  seek  refuge  with  Allah  from  that. 


of**-'  •'.♦a*  o  4  A*  *o  A  >o^i*i**''o<*  'H  i' 

y  f ^  ulj 

17:58  And  there  is  not  a  town  (population)  but  We 
shall  destroy  it  before  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  or 
punish  it  with  a  severe  torment.  That  is  written  in 
the  Book  (of  Our  decrees). 
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The  Destruction  or  Torment  of  all  Disbelieving  Towns  before! 
the  Hour  begins^^^^^^^^^^M  . 


Allah  tells; 


l^jAil  0.1c.  jt  4-al_l2l  (_Jj2  U j^-a  Vj  “LjjS  jj-a  (jl  j 

^  o  a  )  i  '  '■  ^  ■  ~ir~  jjis 


And  there  is  not  a  town  (population)  but  We  shall 
destroy  it  before  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  or  punish  it 
with  a  severe  torment.  That  is  written  in  the  Book  (of 
Our  decrees). 

Here  Allah  tells  us  that  He  has  decreed  and  it  is 
written  in  Al-Lawh  Al-Mahfuz  (The  Preserved 
Tablet)  which  is  with  Him,  that  there  is  no  town 
that  He  will  not  destroy  by  wiping  out  all  its 
people  or  by  punishing  them,  (with  a 

severe  torment),  either  by  killing  them  or  sending 
calamities  upon  them  as  He  wills. 


This  will  be  because  of  their  sins,  as  Allah  says  of 
the  past  nations: 


1  j»alla  j£_S  j  XaUa  Uaj 


We  wronged  them  not,  but  they  wronged 
themselves.  (11:101) 

i  j .  C.  jjlSj  JIjj  dlislis 


So  it  tasted  the  evil  result  of  its  affair  (disbelief), 
and  the  consequence  of  its  affair  (disbelief)  was 
loss.  (65:9) 

jj  jjc.  due.  4_jj3  (jx  (jjlflj 

And  many  a  town  (population)  revolted  against 
the  command  of  its  Lord  and  His  Messengers; 
(65:8) 

and  many  Ayat. 
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OjTjVl  t«j  LiS  J  V)  ULj  u! 

17:59  And  nothing  stops  Us  from  sending  the  Ayat 
but  that  the  people  of  old  denied  them. 

1  JxtHak  %'j^L  \If\Vj 

And  We  sent  the  she-camel  to  Thamud  as  a  clear 
sign,  but  they  did  her  wrong. 

H\  c^%  LSAJ  Uj 

And  We  sent  not  the  signs  except  to  make  them 
afraid  (of  destruction). 


The  Reason  why  Allah  did  not  send  Signs  or  Miracles 


Allah  said, 

4SIS1I  i llulj  'j/jVl  LiS  J  V)  pUVb  cVj  J  liX.  U.j 

(  0  ^  V I  CllUV  Ij  (Jujj Ua j  1  jaHoS  a 

And  nothing  stops  Us  from  sending  the  Ayat  but  that  the 
people  of  old  denied  them.  And  We  sent  the  she-camel 
to  Thamud  as  a  clear  sign,  but  they  did  her  wrong.  And 
We  sent  not  the  signs  except  to  make  them  afraid  (of 
destruction). 

Sa'  id  bin  Jubayr  said, 

"The  idolators  said:  '0  Muhammad,  you  claim  that 
before  you  there  were  Prophets,  among  whom  was  one 
to  whom  the  wind  was  subjugated,  and  another  who 
could  bring  the  dead  back  to  life.  If  you  want  us  to 
believe  in  you,  ask  your  Lord  to  turn  As-Safa'  into  gold 
for  us.' 

Allah  conveyed  to  him  by  inspiration  (Wahy): 

'  I  have  heard  what  they  have  said.  If  you  wish,  I  will  do 
what  they  say,  but  if  they  do  not  believe  after  that,  the 
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punishment  will  come  down  upon  them,  because  after 
the  sign  has  been  sent,  there  is  no  room  for  speculation. 
Or  if  you  wish,  I  will  be  patient  with  your  people  and  give 
them  more  time.' 

He  said: 


m J-i 


O  Lord,  give  them  more  time." 

This  was  also  narrated  by  Qatadah,  Ibn  Jurayj  and 
others. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"The  people  of  Makkah  asked  the  Prophet  to  turn  As- 
Safa'  into  gold  for  them,  and  to  remove  the  mountains 
(from  around  Makkah)  so  that  they  could  cultivate  the 
land. 

It  was  said  to  him  (by  Allah):  'If  you  wish,  I  will  be 
patient  and  give  them  more  time,  or  if  you  wish,  I  will  do 
what  they  are  asking,  but  if  they  then  disbelieve,  they 
will  be  destroyed  as  the  nations  before  them  were 
destroyed.' 

He  said, 


No,  be  patient  and  give  them  more  time. 

Then  Allah  revealed: 

...  QjTjVl  l^j  J  H\  pUVW  3  ^ 

And  nothing  stops  Us  from  sending  the  Ayat  but  that  the 
people  of  old  denied  them. 

An-Nasa'i  also  reported  this  from  the  Hadith  of  Jarir. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

The  Quraysh  said  to  the  Prophet,  "Ask  your  Lord  to  turn 
As-Safa'  into  gold  and  we  will  believe  in  you." 
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He  said,  (Will  you  really  do  that)? 

They  said,  "Yes." 

So  he  asked  his  Lord,  and  Jibril  came  to  him  and  said: 

"Your  Lord  conveys  His  Salam  to  you  and  says, 
'If  you  wish,  I  will  turn  As-Safa'  into  gold  for 
them,  then  whoever  of  them  disbelieves  after 
that,  will  be  punished  with  a  torment  the  like  of 
which  has  never  be  seen  in  creation;  or  if  you 
wish,  I  will  open  the  gates  of  repentance  and 
mercy  for  them.'" 

He  said, 


j  <_ Aj  (Jj 


Rather  the  gates  of  repentance  and  mercy. 

i H\  (J-/J  Uj ... 


And  We  sent  not  the  signs  except  to  make  them  afraid 
(of  destruction). 

Qatadah  said, 

"Allah  makes  people  afraid  with  whatever  signs 
He  wills,  so  that  they  may  learn  a  lesson  and 
remember  and  return  to  Him. 

We  were  told  that  Al-Kufah  was  shaken  at  the 
time  of  Ibn  Mas' ud,  who  said:  'O  people,  your 
Lord  is  rebuking  you,  so  pay  heed!'" 

Similarly,  it  was  reported  that  Al-Madinah  was 
struck  by  several  earthquakes  at  the  time  of 
Umar  bin  Al-Khattab. 

Umar  said:  "You  have  changed,  by  Allah,  and  if 
such  a  quake  were  to  strike  again,  I  will  subject 
you  to  such  and  such." 

The  Prophet  said,  in  a  Hadith  whose  authenticity  is 
agreed  upon: 
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a .  iK  ' >  U  Ai\  Cljlji  j  jjjiAijill  (jl 

1^11  ts^ljc.  L&gj  i _ a_jk_i  _)&  <iul  (j£lj  tAjLiiJ  Uj  .1^.! 

ajla*l*-“'j  a^jSp  <_A)  I  lilta 

sAje.  (jt  kill  (j-«  JJC-1  .1^1  l-a  Alllj  ^  5Iaf  \j  ;'Jla  aj 

tAlLa!  jt 

jaLuSJj  U.1S3  ‘  il  ^alc-l  Uo  (jjxljij  j]  Alllj  -La^. ^  <Laf  1_J 

lj££ 


The  sun  and  the  moon  are  two  of  the  signs  of 
Allah,  and  they  are  not  eclipsed  for  the  death  or 
life  of  anyone.  Allah  uses  them  to  make  His 
servants  afraid,  so  if  you  see  them,  hasten  to 
remember  Him,  call  on  Him  and  seek  His 
forgiveness. 

Then  he  said: 

0  Ummah  of  Muhammad,  by  Allah,  no  one  has  a 
greater  sense  of  jealousy  than  Allah  if  He  sees  His 
servant,  or  female  servant,  committing  Zina 
(illegal  sexual  intercourse). 

0  Ummah  of  Muhammad,  if  you  knew  what  I 
know,  you  would  laugh  little  and  weep  much. 


ilk!  ^ J  j\  ^  Sa  SI  J 

17:60  And  (remember)  when  We  told  you:  "Verily, 
your  Lord  has  encompassed  mankind." 

s'jkiiiij  aZs  yi  '&%j  \#j\  124.  G.j 

<j  X jiUI 

And  We  made  not  the  vision  which  We  showed  you 
but  a  trial  for  mankind,  and  (likewise)  the  accursed 
tree  in  the  Qur'an. 
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We  warn  and  make  them  afraid  but  it  only  increases 
them  in  naught  save  great  disbelief,  oppression  and 
disobedience  to  Allah. 


Allah  has  encompassed  Mankind  and  made  the  Vision  of  His| 
Prophet  a  Trial  for  TlieinB,-at.-.C'$N'*  f%!  fefk ’■-4 


Allah  says  to  His  Messenger,  encouraging  him  to  convey  the 
Message  and  informing  him  that  He  is  protecting  him  from  the 
people,  that  He  is  able  to  deal  with  them  and  that  they  are  in 
His  grasp  and  under  His  domination  and  control. 

...  033  j  q)  013  03a  alj 

And  (remember)  when  We  told  you:  "Verily,  your  Lord 
has  encompassed  mankind.." 

Mujahid,  Urwah  bin  Az-Az-Zubayr,  Al-Hasan,  Qatadah 
and  others  said, 

"This  means,  He  protected  you  from  them." 

...  ^033  VI  0310 jl  GjjJI  03*^  10  j  ... 

And  We  made  not  the  vision  which  We  showed  you  but  a 
trial  for  mankind, 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"This  is  the  vision  which  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
saw  with  his  own  eyes  on  the  night  when  he  was 
taken  on  the  Night  Journey  (Al-Isra). 

^jl^all  ^  4j_j*Xo3I  j 


and  (likewise)  the  accursed  tree  in  the  Quran. 

refers  to  the  Tree  of  Zaqqum." 

This  was  also  recorded  by  Ahmad,  Abdur-Razzaq 
and  others. 
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It  was  also  reported  by  Al-Awfi  from  Ibn  Abbas. 

It  was  also  interpreted  as  referring  to  the  Night  of 
the  Isra'  by  Mujahid,  Sa'id  bin  Jubayr,  Al-Hasan, 
Masruq,  Ibrahim,  Qatadah,  Abdur-Rahman  bin 
Zayd  and  several  others. 

We  have  already  quoted  at  length  a  comprehensive 
collection  of  Hadith  about  the  Isra'  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Surah,  praise  be  to  Allah.  We  have  also  already 
stated  that  some  people  gave  up  their  Islam  after  they 
had  been  following  the  truth,  because  their  hearts  and 
minds  could  not  comprehend  that,  and  they  denied  what 
their  knowledge  could  not  grasp,  but  Allah  caused  it  to 
increase  and  strengthen  the  faith  of  others,  and  so  He 
says:  (but  a  trial),  meaning  a  test. 

As  for  the  cursed  tree,  this  is  the  Tree  of  Zaqqum. 

When  the  Messenger  of  Allah  told  them  that  he  had  seen 
Paradise  and  Hell,  and  seen  the  Tree  of  Zaqqum,  they 
did  not  believe  that,  and  Abu  Jahl,  upon  whom  be  the 
curses  of  Allah,  even  said, 

"Bring  us  some  dates  and  butter,"  and  he  started 
eating  them  and  saying,  "Let  us  have  some  Zaqqum, 
we  don't  know  any  other  Zaqqum  but  this." 

This  was  narrated  by  Ibn  Abbas,  Masruq,  Abu  Malik,  Al- 
Hasan  Al-Basri  and  others. 

Everyone  who  interpreted  the  Ayah  to  refer  to  the  Night 
of  the  Isra  ,  also  interpreted  it  to  refer  to  the  Tree  of 

Zaqqum. 


(We)  make  them  afraid, 

meaning,  'We  make  the  disbelievers  afraid  with 
Our  warnings  and  punishments  and  torment.' 

(1 . )  LjjjS  tSlii,  VI  ‘fAJhJw  Oa  ... 

but  it  only  increases  them  in  naught  save  great  disbelief, 
oppression  and  disobedience  to  Allah. 
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means,  it  only  pushes  them  further  into  their 
disbelief  and  misguidance,  and  this  is  because 
Allah  has  forsaken  them. 


^1  yj  i  'f iv  i ls  as  si  j 

17:61  And  (remember)  when  We  said  to  the  angels: 
"Prostrate  yourselves  unto  Adam."  They  prostrated 
themselves  except  Iblis. 

03=  as  •<>]  Jli 

He  said:  "Shall  I  prostrate  myself  to  one  whom  You 
created  from  clay!" 


f'Ji  J!  'c$  O  ci.a  'jis 

ibis  Vj  SjS  *0031 


17:62  He  said:  "See  this  one  whom  You  have 
honored  above  me,  if  You  give  me  respite  to  the 
Day  of  Resurrection,  I  will  surely,  seize  and  mislead 
his  offspring,  all  but  a  few!" 


The  Story  of  Adam  and  Iblis 


Allah  tells: 

...  vj  IjikLI  12a  'ij 

And  (remember)  when  We  said  to  the  angels:  "Prostrate 
yourselves  unto  Adam."  They  prostrated  themselves 
except  Iblis. 

Allah  mentions  here  the  enmity  of  Iblis,  may  the 
curse  of  Allah  be  upon  him  and  his  progeny.  This 
is  an  ancient  hatred,  dating  from  the  time  that 
Allah  created  Adam,  when  He  commanded  the 
angels  to  prostrate  to  Adam,  and  all  of  them 
prostrated  except  Iblis,  who  was  too  arrogant  and 
he  haughtily  refused  to  prostrate  to  him.  He  said 
in  a  tone  indicating  contempt: 
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(“I  ^  )  1 1  jja  t " lilk  (jl«J  la-i Jf  'Jli 

He  said:  "Shall  I  prostrate  myself  to  one  whom  You 
created  from  clay!" 

According  to  another  Ayah,  he  said: 

jjx  Ajilkj  j)\Ji  jjja  iSIk  <CLa  jlk  Uf 

I  am  better  than  he.  You  created  me  from  fire, 
and  You  created  him  from  clay.  (7:12) 

He  also  said,  speaking  to  the  Lord  with  disbelief  and 
insolence,  but  the  Lord  bore  it  patiently: 

'Jc.  Cilia  jS  IaJ*i  lifijf  'J  'JS 

He  said:  "See  this  one  whom  You  have  honored  above 

me..." 


AN  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"He  is  saying,  'I  am  going  to  dominate  his 
offspring,  all  but  a  few.'" 

Mujahid  said  (it  means), 

"I  am  going  to  surround  them." 

Ibn  Zayd  said  (it  means), 

"I  am  going  to  lead  them  astray." 

All  of  them  are  close  in  meaning,  and  the  meaning  of  the 

Ayah  is, 

"Do  You  see  this  one  whom  You  have  honored 
and  made  greater  than  me  If  You  give  me  time,  I 
will  lead  his  descendants  astray,  all  but  a  few  of 
them." 

(“IT)  l/Lla  (j j]  ... 

if  You  give  me  respite  to  the  Day  of  Resurrection, 

I  will  surely,  seize  and  mislead  his  offspring,  all 
but  a  few!" 
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^  jla  la  Jj>a3  (Jli 

i  ?  *  S' 

'JJ3^ 

17:63  (Allah)  said:  "Go,  and  whosoever  of  them 
follows  you,  surely.  Hell  will  be  the  recompense  of 
you  (all)  an  ample  recompense. 

o  o  *o  k"  "'/t**0  o>o#  0  Z*°  i  '  0  *  *°»Ci0  i'' 

Ag g 1<~-  i 7  V  .  La  CJxJaJjuj)  Jj-a  jjQnol  « 

J^Vj  j  J^i  ^jUij  dlkjj  ^r-'-y 

17:64  "And  fool  them  gradually,  those  whom  you 
can  among  them  with  your  voice,  Ajlib  upon  them 
with  your  cavalry  and  your  infantry,  share  with 
them  wealth  and  children,  and  make  promises  to 
them." 

But  Shaytan  promises  them  nothing  but  deceit. 

J&J  ^  Lj) 

17:65  "Verily,  My  servants,  you  have  no  authority 
over  them.  And  All-Sufficient  is  your  Lord  as  a 
Guardian." 


When  Iblis  asked  for  respite, 


...  Lja^i  jis 


(Allah)  said:  'Go,  (I  will  give  you  respite).' 

According  to  another  Ayah  (Allah)  said: 

li&l  Jli 

f j£«^l  piJJl  Jl 
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Verily,  you  are  of  those  allowed  respite  till  the 
Day  of  the  time  appointed.  (38:80-81) 


Then  Allah  warned  him  and  those  who  follow  him  among 
the  progeny  of  Adam  about  Hell: 


'J* 


La  jj-a2  (Jli 


(Allah)  said:  "Go,  and  whosoever  of  them  follows  you, 
surely,  Hell  will  be  the  recompense  of  you  (all), 

meaning,  for  your  deeds. 

(ir)  y?. ... 

an  ample  recompense. 

Mujahid  said, 

"Sufficient  recompense." 

Qatadah  said, 

"It  will  be  abundant  for  you  and  will  not  be 
decreased  for  you." 

■  n .  .aj  -  ^  C  mJadjoil  jjTi.ol  j 

And  fool  them  gradually  those  whom  you  can  among 
them  with  your  voice, 

It  was  said  that  this  refers  to  singing. 

Mujahid  said, 


"With  idle  entertainment  and  singing," 
meaning,  influence  them  with  that. 


Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"Every  caller  who  calls  people  to  disobey  Allah." 

This  was  the  view  of  Qatadah,  and  was  also  the 
opinion  favored  by  Ibn  Jarir. 


^jlc.  1  .  jkf  j  ... 


Ajib  upon  them  with  your  cavalry  and  your  infantry. 
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Send  your  troops  and  cavalry  and  infantry  against 
them. 

The  meaning  is,  send  whatever  forces  you  have 
at  your  disposal  against  them. 

This  is  a  command  (related  to  the  divine  decree), 
as  Allah  says  elsewhere: 

1  jt  (jjji-SlI  \jf  jj  Jill 

See  you  not  that  We  have  sent  the 
Shayatin  against  the  disbelievers  to  push 
them  to  do  evil.  (19:83), 

meaning,  to  provoke  them  and  drive  them 
towards  evil. 


tilla.  jj  ^jlc.  1 .  'JV  j 

Ajlib  upon  them  with  your  cavalry  and  your  infantry, 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Mujahid  said, 

"Everyone  who  rides  or  walks  to  go  and  commit 
sin  and  disobey  Allah." 

Qatadah  said, 

"He  has  infantry  and  cavalry  among  the  Jinn  and 
among  humans.  They  are  the  ones  who  obey 
him." 

The  Arabs  use  the  verb  Ajlaba  when  describing 
somebody  shouting  at  another  person.  Hence  it  is 
forbidden  in  races  to  shout  at  one  another  and 
push  one  another. 

From  this  root  is  also  derived  the  word  Jalabah, 
which  means  raising  voices. 

...pVjVIj 

and  share  with  them  wealth  and  children, 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Mujahid  said, 
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"This  means  what  he  commands  them  to  do  of 
spending  money  in  disobedience  to  Allah,  may  He 
be  exalted." 


...  jVjVIj  ... 


and  children, 

Ibn  Abbas,  as  reported  by  Al-Awfi,  Mujahid  and  Ad- 
Dahhak  said, 

"This  means  the  children  of  Zina  (i.e.,  illegitimate 
children)." 

AN  bin  Abi  Talhah  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"This  means  the  children  whom  they  used  to  kill 
out  of  folly,  without  knowledge." 

Qatadah  reported  that  Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  said: 

"Allah  caused  Shaytan  to  take  a  share  of  wealth 
and  children  by  making  them  Magians,  Jews  and 
Christians,  and  making  them  follow  any  religion 
other  than  Islam,  and  by  making  them  give  a  part 
of  their  wealth  to  the  Shaytan." 

Qatadah  said  the  same. 

...pVjVIj  j>Vi 

and  share  with  them  wealth  and  children. 


The  fact  that  only  wealth  and  children  are 
mentioned  in  this  Ayah,  does  not  mean  that  it  is 
limited  only  to  those  things.  Everything  in  which  a 
person  disobeys  Allah  or  obeys  the  Shaytan 
means  that  he  is  sharing  with  him. 


It  was  reported  in  Sahih  Muslim  from  Iyad  bin  Himar 
that  the  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

jc.  (JjSJ 


jfr  j Vl'-vfl  clajk. 

A 1  cJLj  a 


cl ~  j  3  ^ 
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Allah  the  Mighty  and  Exalted  says, 

"I  have  created  My  servants  as  Hunafa' 
(monotheists),  then  the  Shayatin  come  to  them 
and  lead  them  astray  from  their  religion  and  (tell 
that)  what  I  have  permitted  for  them  is  forbidden 
to  them." 

According  to  the  Two  Sahihs,  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
said: 


:JIS  A&t  °jf  Jifjl  lil 


(_jl  lla  ^jOaJojill  t_ ' la. j  Ai\ 


When  one  of  you  wants  to  have  intercourse  with 
his  wife,  let  him  say, 

'  In  the  Name  of  Allah.  0  Allah,  keep  us 
away  from  Shaytan  and  keep  Shaytan 
away  from  what  you  bestow  on  us 
(children).' 

Then  if  a  child  is  decreed  for  them  from  that,  the 
Shaytan  will  never  harm  him. 

( 1  £  )  I  j  j^)E.  V  ]  (jUaJjoil!  -l*-l  Ua j  fJb  Jc.  j 

"...and  make  promises  to  them."  But  Shaytan  promises 
them  nothing  but  deceit. 

As  Allah  tells  us,  Iblis  will  say,  on  the  Day  when  the 
matter  is  decided: 

j&ijj  ij  a3ii  ‘j 

Verily,  Allah  promised  you  a  promise  of  truth.  And 
I  too  promised  you,  but  I  betrayed  you.  (14:22) 

^jUalui  Ag  jV-  jjl 

Verily,  My  servants,  you  have  no  authority  over  them. 

Here  Allah  tells  us  that  He  supports  His  believing 
servants,  and  guards  and  protects  them  against 
the  accursed  Shaytan. 
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Allah  says: 


0°)  C5^J  ... 

And  All-Sufficient  is  your  Lord  as  a  Guardian. 

meaning,  as  a  Protector,  Supporter  and  Helper. 


<> '  j~A!  >3  j  ana  ^  js?j 

Al LJaS 

17:66  Your  Lord  is  He  Who  drives  the  ship  for  you 
through  the  sea,  in  order  that  you  may  seek  of  His 
bounty. 

IVj  £  'J5  «! 

Truly,  He  is  ever  Most  Merciful  towards  you. 


Ships  are  a  Sign  of  the  Mercy  of  Allah 


Allah  says; 

...  4l±k  <>  1  jkjl!  ^  M  £3  ^  J 

Your  Lord  is  He  Who  drives  the  ship  for  you  through  the 
sea,  in  order  that  you  may  seek  of  His  bounty. 

Allah  tells  us  of  His  kindness  towards  His  servants 
by  subjugating  for  them  ships  on  the  sea.  He 
makes  it  easy  for  them  to  use  ships  to  serve  their 
interests,  seeking  His  bounty  through  trade 
between  one  region  and  another. 

He  says: 

(11)  j  'jlS  ty  ... 

Truly,  He  is  ever  Most  Merciful  towards  you. 

meaning,  He  does  this  for  you  out  of  His  grace 
and  mercy  towards  you. 
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Allah  tells  us  that  when  harm  befalls  people,  they  call  on  Him, 
turning  to  Him  and  sincerely  beseeching  Him. 


Hence  Allah  says: 


...  iijj  H\  liij 


And  when  harm  touches  you  upon  the  sea,  those  that 
you  call  upon  vanish  from  you  except  Him. 

meaning,  everything  they  worship  besides  Allah 
disappears  from  their  hearts  and  minds. 

Similar  happened  to  Ikrimah  bin  Abi  Jahl  when  he  fled 
from  the  Messenger  of  Allah  after  the  conquest  of 
Makkah,  and  headed  for  Ethiopia.  He  set  out  across  the 
sea  to  go  to  Ethiopia,  but  a  stormy  wind  arose.  The 
people  said  to  one  another: 

"None  can  save  you  except  Allah  Alone." 

Ikrimah  said  to  himself, 

"By  Allah  if  none  can  benefit  on  the  sea  except  Allah  then 
no  doubt  none  can  benefit  on  land  except  Allah.  '0 
Allah!  I  promise  You  that  if  You  bring  me  safely  out  of 
this,  I  will  go  and  put  my  hand  in  the  hand  of 
Muhammad  and  surely,  I  will  find  him  full  of  pity, 
kindness  and  mercy.'" 

They  came  out  of  it  safely  and  were  delivered  from  the 
sea. 
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Then  Ikrimah  went  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  and 
declared  his  Islam,  and  he  became  a  good  Muslim,  may 
Allah  be  pleased  with  him. 

...  I  1  JA  Ilia ... 

But  when  He  brings  you  safe  to  land,  you  turn  away. 

means,  you  forget  what  you  remembered  of 
Divine  Oneness  (Tawhid)  when  you  were  on  the 
sea,  and  you  turn  away  from  calling  on  Him  Alone 
with  no  partner  or  associate. 


(iv)  ijjJs  'd*j ... 


And  man  is  ever  ungrateful. 

means,  by  nature  he  forgets  and  denies  His 
blessings,  except  for  those  whom  Allah  protects. 


0  0  S  0  f  £  "a,,  "  .4  "  o  "  * 

aSj\c*  j)  L-  \\\y 


^  (jt  JiJa 


y  v 


17:68  Do  you  then  feel  secure  that  He  will  not  cause 
a  side  of  the  land  to  swallow  you  up,  or  that  He  will 
not  send  against  you  a  Hasib!  Then,  you  shall  find 
no  guardian. 


Does  not  the  Punishment  of  Allah  come  on  Land  too 


Allah  says, 


1  \  l  ^ T  i  i  Vl  -v  ’  ( 


S  U1 


Do  you  then  feel  secure  that  He  will  not  cause  a  side  of 
the  land  to  swallow  you  up,  or  that  He  will  not  send 
against  you  a  Hasib! 

Allah  says,  do  you  think  that  by  emerging  onto 
dry  land  you  will  be  safe  from  His  vengeance  and 
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punishment,  that  a  side  of  the  land  will  not 
swallow  you  up  or  He  will  not  send  against  you  a 
Hasib  -  which  is  a  kind  of  rain  that  carries 
stones. 

This  was  the  view  of  Mujahid  and  others. 

As  Allah  says: 

(jx  Amu  ‘  u  jja. j  Jajl  (Ji  V)  t J u.  ^  ^  ^gjlc.  Ijluijt  IjI 

IjJuc. 


Verily,  We  sent  against  them,  except  the  family  of 
Lut,  them  We  saved  in  the  last  hour  of  the  night, 
As  a  favor  from  Us.  (54:34-35) 


Elsewhere,  Allah  says: 

j,  a  (j a  e^)l  3^  l  g  jV-  j 


and  We  rained  on  them  stones  of  Sijjil,  in  a  well- 
arranged  manner  one  after  another. 


(_pajV!  aSj  l Q;  j  jjf  £ Lajgill  ^3  al lag. I 

t Ju.  a  ^  jji  j.  UU  ^3  -**' Lai 


Do  you  feel  secure  that  He,  Who  is  over  the 
heaven  (Allah),  will  not  cause  the  earth  to  sink 
with  you,  and  then  it  should  quake  Or  do  you  feel 
secure  that  He,  Who  is  over  the  heaven  (Allah), 
will  not  send  against  you  a  Hasib!  Then  you  shall 
know  how  (terrible)  has  been  My  warning.  (67: 
16-17) 


(“l  A)  ibSj  ^  I  jV,  V  ^ 


Then,  you  shall  find  no  guardian. 

no  helper  to  turn  the  punishment  away  from  you 
and  save  you. 
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JJ2 


5  Ao  r  ♦  0  .S'*  "  o*  f  -4  4  *0  A-'' 

Li  J^l  6  Jb  ^  f^- 

v  JS 

jjj  4_1  1  <  jlc. 


r-?—  L9^--  ^  r-^  J  H 

0  Jio  '♦^o  4"  £»«*'•  0.  .S'*  £  \{  '  \  **  \X* 

LgJ  ^Cj^)J!  l  3  A«Olfl 


17:69  Or  do  you  feel  secure  that  He  will  not  send 
you  back  a  second  time  to  sea  and  send  against  you 
a  Qasif  and  drown  you  because  of  your  disbelief 
Then  you  will  not  find  any  avenger  therein  against 
Us. 


Perhaps  He  will  send  You  back  to  the  Sea| 


Allah  says, 


Or  do  you  feel  secure, 

'you  who  turn  away  from  Us  after  acknowledging 
Our  Oneness  at  sea  once  you  are  back  upon  dry 
land,’ 

(_£  SjIj  1  ix j  J  ... 


that  He  will  not  send  you  back  a  second  time  to  sea 


...  &J1  IL-ala  jlc. 


and  send  against  you  a  Qasif, 

which  will  destroy  your  masts  and  sink  your 
vessels. 


Ibn  Abbas  and  others  said, 

"Al-Qasif  is  the  wind  of  the  sea  which  destroys 
vessels  and  sinks  them." 


jajjaS  Laj  ... 


and  drown  you  because  of  your  disbelief, 
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means  because  of  your  rejection  and  turning 
away  from  Allah. 

Ixjjj  4j  1 1  Jc.  V  jsJ  ... 

Then  you  will  not  find  any  avenger  therein  against  Us. 

Ibn  Abbas  said  that  this  means  a  helper. 

Mujahid  said, 

"A  helper  who  will  avenge  you," 
i.e.,  take  revenge  on  your  behalf. 

Qatadah  said  it  means, 

"We  are  not  afraid  that  anyone  will  pursue  Us 
with  anything  of  that  nature  (i.e.,  vengeance)." 


o  /'ck|y  *  o  9-  t  '  4'*®  ^  ^  o 

j  ^ill  ^  iU-> j  LLoj^  Jial j 

r« - ' — - —  i>  (4-SJjj 


4  0  35  ^  **>*  o  ^  ^  "£;2j  ^  0  *  '*®*' 


^LbJaaj 

17:70  And  indeed  We  have  honored  the  Children  of 
Adam,  and  We  have  carried  them  on  land  and  sea, 
and  have  provided  them  with  At-Tayyibat,  and  have 
preferred  them  above  many  of  those  whom  We 
have  created  with  a  marked  preferment. 


The  Honor  and  noble  Nature  of  Man 


Allah  tells; 

IXajS  oSlj 

And  indeed  We  have  honored  the  Children  of  Adam, 

Allah  tells  us  how  He  has  honored  the  sons  of 
Adam  and  made  them  noble  by  creating  them  in 
the  best  and  most  perfect  of  forms,  as  He  says: 
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Verily,  We  created  man  in  the  best  stature 
(mould).  (95:4) 

He  walks  upright  on  his  two  feet  and  eats  with  his 
hand,  while  other  living  creatures  walk  on  four 
feet  and  eat  with  their  mouths,  and  He  has  given 
him  hearing,  sight  and  a  heart  with  which  to 
understand  all  of  that,  to  benefit  from  it,  and 
distinguish  between  things  to  know  which  are 
good  for  him  and  which  are  harmful,  in  both 
worldly  and  religious  terms. 


and  We  have  carried  them  on  land  and  sea, 

means,  on  animals  such  as  cattle,  horses  and 
mules,  and  also  on  the  sea  in  ships  and  boats, 
great  and  small. 


and  have  provided  them  with  At-Tayyibat, 


meaning  agricultural  produce,  fruits,  meat,  and 
milk  with  all  kinds  of  delicious  and  desirable 
flavors  and  colors  and  beautiful  appearance,  and 
fine  clothes  of  all  kinds  of  shapes  colors  and  sizes, 
which  they  make  for  themselves  or  are  brought  to 
them  by  others  from  other  regions  and  areas. 


(V  >  )  iLuiail  I  iil ■n.  (jx-a 


and  have  preferred  them  above  many  of  those  whom  We 
have  created  with  a  marked  preferment. 

means,  over  all  living  beings  and  other  kinds  of 
creation. 


This  Ayah  indicates  that  human  are  also 
preferred  over  the  angels. 
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ig-a-ob  £_yuljf  1  jC-Jj 


17:71  (And  remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  call 
together  all  human  beings  with  their  (respective) 
Imam  (i.e.  the  Book  of  deeds). 

'!}  uj »  jl>  4iiAj  “4^5  (jjJ  '<>* 

So  whosoever  is  given  his  record  in  his  right  hand, 
such  will  read  their  records,  and  they  will  not  be 
dealt  with  unjustly  in  the  least. 


*  c.  . 


Jxial  j  "b  (j-i  bX&  ^ 

J-U-u 

*•-* 

17:72  And  whoever  is  blind  in  this  (world)  then  he 
will  be  blind  in  the  Hereafter,  and  most  astray  from 
the  path. 


Everyone  will  be  called 
iResurrectionP 


his  Imam  on  the 


Allah  tells; 


^Lg-aUalj 

(And  remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  call  together  all 
human  beings  with  their  (respective)  Imam  (i.e.  the 
Book  of  deeds). 

Allah  tells  us  that  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  he 
will  call  each  people  to  account  by  its  Imam. 

The  scholars  differed  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  (i.e. 

Imam). 

Mujahid  and  Qatadah  said  that; 

it  meant  each  nation  would  be  called  to  account 
by  its  Prophet. 


157 


Some  of  the  Salaf  said; 

this  is  the  greatest  honor  for  the  people  of 
Hadith,  because  their  leader  is  the  Prophet. 

Ibn  Zayd  said  it  means; 

they  would  be  called  to  account  by  their  Book 
which  was  revealed  to  their  Prophet  with  its  laws. 

This  was  also  the  view  favored  by  Ibn  Jarir. 

Ibn  Abi  Najih  narrated  that  Mujahid  said, 

"With  their  Books." 

It  may  be  that  what  is  meant  here  is  what  Al-Awfi 
narrated  from  Ibn  Abbas  concerning  this  Ayah,  j&Jj  fji 
(s‘4ra'-aW  ((And  remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall 

call  together  all  human  beings  with  their  (respective) 
Imam), 

which  is  that  it  refers  to  the  Book  (or  record)  of 
their  deeds. 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Abu  Al-Aliyah,  Al-Hasan 
and  Ad-Dahhak. 


This  view  is  the  most  correct,  because  Allah  says: 

(jjl  4  jjLaa.1 


and  all  things  We  have  recorded  with  numbers 
(as  a  record)  in  a  Clear  Book  (Fi  Imamin 
Mubin).  (36:12) 

4-lS  'Cam  g  .'55°  “ A  (_£gl3  1  - 1  j£ll 


And  the  Book  (one's  record)  will  be  placed,  and 
you  will  see  the  criminals,  fearful  of  that  which  is 
(recorded)  therein.  (18:49) 


U. 


gj  gaj  l  g'  •'<  ^1  4-ai  (JS  ^ Jjl  -Caf 


gjLucJ  lS  Ua  Ijl  Jjlajj  l il  j£ 
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And  you  will  see  each  nation  humbled  to  their 
knees,  each  nation  will  be  called  to  its  record  (of 
deeds).  This  Day  you  shall  be  recompensed  for 
what  you  used  to  do.  This  Our  record  speaks 
about  you  with  truth.  Verily,  We  were  recording 
what  you  used  to  do.  (45:28-29) 

This  does  not  contradict  the  fact  that  the  Prophet 
will  be  brought  forward  when  Allah  judges 
between  his  Ummah,  for  he  will  inevitably  be  a 
witness  against  his  Ummah  over  their  deeds.  But 
what  is  meant  here  by  Imam  is  the  Book  of 
deeds. 

Allah  says: 

1  jta  4  \  \  jj  4jU£  jf  ^-aCaC  ^uCl 

... 

(And  remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  call  together  all 
human  beings  with  their  (respective)  Imam.  So 
whosoever  is  given  his  record  in  his  right  hand,  such  will 
read  their  records, 

means,  because  of  their  happiness  and  joy  at 
what  is  recorded  therein  of  good  deeds  -  they  will 
read  it  and  want  to  read  it. 


As  Allah  says: 

<11  j£  LJ  jAJ2  4-LlaJJ  4_lj£  ^jl  Call 


Then  as  for  him  who  will  be  given  his  record  in  his 
right  hand  will  say:  "Here!  read  my  record!)  until 
His  saying, 

aJLoaLj  a  a  j£  jjx  Cal  j 

But  as  for  him  who  will  be  given  his  record 
in  his  left  hand,  (69:19-29) 

(V^) 

and  they  will  not  be  dealt  with  unjustly  in  the  least 

(Fatilan). 
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We  have  already  mentioned  that  the  Fatil  is  the 
long  thread  in  the  groove  of  a  date-pit. 


Al-Hafiz  Abu  Bakr  Al-Bazzar  recorded  a  Hadith  from  Abu 
Hurayrah  according  to  which  the  Prophet  said, 
concerning  the  Ayah,  gdii  fji  (And 

remember)  the  Day  when  We  shall  call  together  all 
human  beings  with  their  (respective)  Imam. 


lj  f"  .iajj  ‘k'-k1  ^5-“*-^  ^a.i^.1 

jjBaiia  ttltEj  a'y ijl  (j-«  (_5lc.  ^  < j 

•  i*  j  (jjo  4j  j  jjS  AjLdd 

tkiA  ^  d  di  ^§lii 

tljA  (Jj-a  *' f  (_)^5 

A  \\  ■*..  d  lAa* d  ' j ‘ ka  jidll  CjIj 


4j  dtj  U  A^lll  I AA  (JmO  jl  .  I JA  (j-o  Aid 

,?Jkl  :uj^jAk  °(4y^k 
I^A  (Jj-«  *'/>  kill 

One  of  you  will  be  called  and  will  be  given  his 
Book  in  his  right  hand.  He  will  be  in  a  good 
physical  state,  with  a  white  face,  and  there  will  be 
placed  on  his  head  a  crown  of  shining  pearls.  He 
will  go  to  his  companions  and  they  will  see  him 
from  afar,  and  will  say, 

"O  Allah,  let  him  come  to  us  and  bless  us  with 
this." 

Then  he  will  come  to  them  and  will  say  to  them, 
"Rejoice,  for  every  man  among  you  will  be  like 
this." 

As  for  the  disbeliever,  his  face  will  be  black  and 
his  body  will  be  enlarged.  His  companions  will  see 
him  from  afar  and  will  say, 

"We  seek  refuge  in  Allah  from  this,  or  from  the 
evil  of  this,  0  Allah,  do  not  let  him  come  to  us." 

160 


Then  he  will  come  to  them  and  they  will  say,  "O 
Allah,  humiliate  him!" 

He  will  say,  "May  Allah  cast  you  away,  every  man 
among  you  will  be  like  this." 

Then  Al-Bazzar  said: 

"This  was  only  reported  through  this  chain." 

...  cs#  tjlS 

And  whoever  is  blind  in  this, 

Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid,  Qatadah  and  Ibn  Zayd  said: 

this  means  in  this  worldly  life. 

(blind),  means,  blind  to  the  signs  and  proofs 
of  Allah. 

...  LS?  -M*  ••• 

then  he  will  be  blind  in  the  Hereafter, 
as  he  was  blind  in  this  world. 

(V  Y)  ■  u  (_) j-iatj 

and  most  astray  from  the  path. 

most  astray  as  he  was  in  this  world.  We  seek 
refuge  with  Allah  from  that. 


1  nTc.  qc.  dSj jjjIiS  IjJslK  (j\  j 

'4 Ujj 

17:73  Verily,  they  were  about  to  tempt  you  away 
from  that  which  We  have  revealed  to  you,  to 
fabricate  something  other  than  it  against  Us,  and 
then  they  would  certainly  have  taken  you  as  an 
intimate  friend! 

ajf  J  Vjij 

17:74  And  had  We  not  made  you  stand  firm,  you 
would  nearly  have  inclined  to  them  a  little. 
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i»3  V  cjUJ!  j  s _£JI  isLSft  lit 

1'uj^i  UuSfr 

V**-'  ** 

17:75  In  that  case  We  would  have  made  you  taste  a 
double  portion  in  this  life  and  a  double  portion  after 
death.  And  then  you  would  have  found  none  to  help 
you  against  Us. 


How  the  Prophet  would  have  been  punished  if  He  had  given  in 
at  all  to  the  Disbelievers'  Demands  that  He  change  some  of  the 


Allah  tells  us  that; 

How  He  supported  His  Prophet  and  protected  him  and 
kept  him  safe  from  the  evil  plots  of  the  wicked 
transgressors. 

Allah  is  the  One  Who  took  care  of  him  and  helped  him, 
and  would  not  leave  him  to  any  of  His  creation. 

He  is  the  One  Who  is  His  Helper,  Supporter  and 
Protector,  the  One  Who  is  to  help  him  achieve  victory 
and  make  His  religion  prevail  over  those  who  resist  him 
and  oppose  him  and  fight  him  in  the  east  and  in  the 
west. 

May  Allah  send  peace  and  blessings  upon  him  until  the 
Day  of  Judgement. 


i  "jVI  1  jJtS  j\j 

5US  yj  dSLk  0jS  V  ISIj 

17:76  And  verily,  they  were  about  to  frighten  you  so 
much  as  to  drive  you  out  from  the  land.  But  in  that 
case,  they  would  not  have  stayed  (therein)  after 
you,  except  for  a  little  while. 
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v  J  t>  MS  l3L.jt 

17:77  A  Sunnah  with  which  We  sent  Our 
Messengers  before  you  and  you  will  not  find  any 
alteration  in  Our  Sunnah. 


The  Reason  why  these  Ayat  were  revealed 


Allah  said: 


V  I  ilj  '  z  V  u?0  * j  jf'  ‘ " '}  1  j-AS  Cj\j 

(Vi)  5LB 


And  verily,  they  were  about  to  frighten  you  so  much  as 
to  drive  you  out  from  the  land.  But  in  that  case,  they 
would  not  have  stayed  (therein)  after  you,  except  for  a 
little  while. 


This  was  revealed  concerning  the  disbelievers  among  the 
Quraysh,  when  they  wanted  to  expel  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  from  among  themselves.  So  Allah  issued  a  warning 
to  them  in  this  Ayah,  telling  them  that  if  they  expelled 
him,  they  would  not  stay  in  Makkah  for  very  long  after 
that.  And  this  is  what  happened  after  he  migrated  from 
them  when  their  persecution  became  so  intense.  Only  a 
year  and  a  half  after  that,  Allah  brought  him  and  them 
together  on  the  battlefield  of  Badr,  without  any  pre¬ 
arranged  appointment,  and  He  caused  him  to  prevail 
over  them  and  defeat  them,  so  he  killed  their  leaders 
and  took  their  families  as  captives. 


Hence  Allah  said: 


o  <* 

/  *  LrQ  4_LuJ 


A  Sunnah  with  which  We  sentOur  Messengers  before 
you  and  you  will  not  find  any  alteration  in  Our  Sunnah. 

meaning  this  is  what  We  usually  do  to  those  who 
reject  Our  Messengers  and  persecute  them  by 
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driving  the  Messenger  out  from  among 
themselves  -  the  punishment  comes  to  them.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  fact  that  the  Prophet  was  the 
Messenger  of  Mercy,  vengeance  would  have  come 
upon  them  such  as  had  never  been  seen  before  in 
this  world. 

So  Allah  says: 


jj  dijlj  ^ aIII  (jlS 

And  Allah  would  not  punish  them  while  you  are 
among  them.  (8:33) 


'JVJj  JA\  Jj  A 1/4  i jLA\ 

17:78  Perform  the  Salah  from  midday  till  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  recite  the  Qur'an  in  the 
early  dawn. 

ft. 'eft  jyai  b! 

Verily,  the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn 
is  ever  witnessed. 

aSb  J  JJe.  ifi  SJaU  "4^a  Jp  '(>  j 

,  -S  ;  0  i  t  4  <*" 

17:79  And  in  some  parts  of  the  night  (also)  offer 
the  Salah  with  it  as  an  additional  prayer  for  you.  It 
may  be  that  your  Lord  will  raise  you  to  Maqam 
Mahmud. 


The  Command  to  offer  the  Prayers  at  their  appointed  Times 


Allah  says,  commanding  His  Messenger  to  offer  the  prescribed 
prayers  at  the  appointed  times: 
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jjjJ  a^L 


Perform  the  Salat  from  midday. 

Hushaym  narrated  from  Mughirah  from  Ash-Sha'bi  from 
Ibn  Abbas: 

"Midday  means  when  the  sun  is  at  its  zenith." 

This  was  also  reported  by  Nafi'  from  Ibn  Umar, 
and  by  Malik  in  his  Tafsir  from  Az-Zuhri  from  Ibn 
Umar. 

This  was  the  opinion  of  Abu  Barzah  Al-Aslami  and 
Mujahid,  and  of  Al-Hasan,  Ad-Dahhak,  Abu  Ja'far 
Al-Baqir  and  Qatadah. 

It  is  also  understood  to  (generally)  refer  to  the  times  of 
the  five  prayers. 

Allah  said; 


from  midday  till  the  darkness  of  the  night, 

meaning  darkness,  or  it  was  said,  sunset. 

This  was  understood  to  mean  Zuhr  'Asr, 
Maghrib  and  'Isha'. 


...  J=^'  u'jSj  ... 


and  recite  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn, 
meaning  Salat  Al-Fajr. 

The  details  of  the  timings  of  the  prayers  were  reported  in 
the  Mutawatir  Sunnah  from  the  words  and  deeds  of 
the  Prophet,  and  this  is  what  the  people  of  Islam  have 
followed  until  the  present  day,  passing  it  down  from 
generation  to  generation,  century  after  century,  as  we 
have  stated  in  the  appropriate  place,  praise  be  to  Allah. 
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The  Meeting  of  the  Angels  at  the  Times  of  Fajr  and  vAsr| 

PrayersBc#: '  4$ 


Allah  says, 


(VA)  jlS  Jaill  jijS  (j)  ... 

Verily  the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  down  is 
ever  witnessed. 

Ibn  Mas'ud  reported  from  Abu  Hurayrah  (may  Allah  be 
pleased  with  them  both)  that  the  Prophet  said 
concerning  this  Ayah  : 

1  jis  jkB  ji jS  (jl  jkall  c) jSj 


and  recite  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn.  Verily, 
the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn  is 
ever  witnessed. 


jQHl  ASkLj  jail 


It  is  witnessed  by  the  angels  of  the  night  and  the 
angels  of  the  day. 


Al-Bukhari  narrated  from  Abu  Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet 
said: 


U ^  pkjll  alX-a  ^Juskll  alX-a  (JjJa3 

^)^a3l  alX-a  4  IT j  <S_ilXo 


The  prayer  offered  in  congregation  is  twenty-five 
degrees  better  than  the  prayer  offered 
individually,  and  the  angels  of  the  night  and  the 
angels  of  the  day  meet  at  Salat  Al-Fajr. 

Abu  Hurayrah  said:  Recite,  if  you  wish: 

JJ  lJ  ji 


and  recite  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn.  Verily, 
the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn  is 
ever  witnessed. 

Imam  Ahmad  recorded  from  Ibn  Mas'ud  and  Abu 
Hurayrah  that  the  Prophet  said,  concerning  the  Ayah: 
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J=^'  JJ  Jl  JJj 

and  recite  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn.  Verily, 
the  recitation  of  the  Qur'an  in  the  early  dawn  is 
ever  witnessed. 


aSjLLj  j£ll  *Sjl L 


It  is  witnessed  by  the  angels  of  the  night  and  the 
angels  of  the  day. 

This  was  recorded  by  At-Tirmidhi,  An-Nasa'i,  and 
Ibn  Majah. 

At-Tirmidhi  said,  "It  is  Hasan  Sahih." 


According  to  the  version  recorded  in  the  Two  Sahihs 
from  Abu  Hurayrah,  the  Prophet  said: 


J 

IjjLj  L  «J‘  *aat^'  aUi-a 

*  ^ cS  ^  'r  j'.  l  *q  ^  K '  j.  ~  ^  Vi .  /.q 


The  angels  of  the  night  and  the  angels  of  the  day 
come  amongst  you  in  successive  groups  (in 
shifts).  They  meet  at  the  Morning  prayer  (Fajr) 
and  at  the  Mid-afternoon  prayer  (  Asr).  Those 
who  stayed  among  you  at  ascend,  and  their  Lord 
asks  them,  although  He  knows  best  about  you, 
"How  did  you  leave  My  servants!" 

They  say,  "We  came  to  them  when  they  were 
praying  and  we  left  them  when  they  were 
praying." 

Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud  said, 

"The  two  guards  meet  at  Salat  Al-Fajr, 
and  one  group  ascends  while  the  other 
stays  where  it  is." 

These  were  the  comments  of  Ibrahim  An- 
Nakha'i,  Mujahid,  Qatadah  and  others  on  the 
Tafsir  of  this  Ayah. 
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The  Command  to  pray  Tahajjud| 


Allah  says, 


And  in  some  parts  of  the  night  (also)  offer  the  Salah 
with  it  as  an  additional  prayer  for  you. 

Here  Allah  commands  him  (the  Prophet)  to  offer 
further  prayers  at  night  after  the  prescribed 
prayers. 

It  was  reported  in  Sahih  Muslim  from  Abu  Hurayrah 
that; 

when  the  Messenger  of  Allah  was  asked  which 
prayer  is  best  after  the  prescribed  prayers,  he 
said, 

JjIII  #llua  (The  Night  prayer). 

Allah  commanded  His  Messenger  to  pray  the  Night 
prayer  after  offering  the  prescribed  prayers,  and  the 
term  Tahajjud  refers  to  prayer  that  is  offered  after 
sleeping. 

This  was  the  view  of  Alqamah,  Al-Aswad,  Ibrahim 
An-Nakha'i  and  others. 

It  is  also  well-known  from  the  Arabic  language 
itself. 

A  number  of  Hadiths  report  that  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
used  to  pray  Tahajjud  after  he  had  slept.  These  include 
reports  from  Ibn  Abbas,  A'ishah  and  other  Companions, 
may  Allah  be  pleased  with  them. 

This  has  been  discussed  in  detail  in  the  appropriate 
place,  praise  be  to  Allah. 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  said, 

"This  is  what  comes  after  'Isha',  or  it  could 
mean  what  comes  after  sleeping." 
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..  isfl  <SaU .. 


an  additional  prayer  (Nawafil), 

means  the  Night  prayer  has  been  made  an  extra 
prayer  specifically  for  the  Prophet,  because  all  his 
previous  and  future  sins  had  been  forgiven. 

But  for  other  members  of  his  Ummah,  offering 
optional  prayers  may  expiate  for  whatever  sins 
they  may  commit. 

This  was  the  view  of  Mujahid,  and  it  was  reported 
in  Al-Musnad  from  Abu  Umamah  Al-Bahili. 

(V^)  a  UaljLa  cdjj  jJ  g^g-mC. 

It  may  be  that  your  Lord  will  raise  you  to  Maqam 
Mahmud. 

meaning,  'do  that  which  you  are  commanded  to 
do,  and  We  will  raise  you  to  a  station  of  praise 
and  glory  (Maqam  Mahmud)  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection,  where  all  of  creation  will  praise 
you,'  as  will  their  Creator,  may  He  be  glorified 
and  exalted. 

Ibn  Jarir  said, 

"Most  of  the  commentators  said,  'This  is  the 
position  to  which  Muhammad  will  be  raised  on  the 
Day  of  Resurrection,  to  intercede  for  the  people 
so  that  their  Lord  will  relieve  them  of  some  of  the 
hardships  they  are  facing  on  that  Day.'" 

It  was  reported  that  Hudhayfah  said, 

"Mankind  will  be  gathered  in  one  arena,  where 
they  will  all  hear  the  call  and  will  all  be  seen. 
They  will  be  standing  barefoot  and  naked  as  they 
were  created,  and  no  person  shall  speak  except 
by  the  leave  of  Allah.  He  will  call  out,  'O 
Muhammad,'  and  he  will  respond, 
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j  t&\\  q  t^Lj  ^3  jVOl  j;  ;  ■  "L  '  ■*  > •  j  •  ~L  ‘l 

t_^LLa  Uj  ba  U  cL3l  j  c^llaj  .  ^-L-l:  jjjj  tiljUC-j  1 1 " ' )  ^  Jjx 
CIujII  L_lj  ajlu  dulL*Jj  lIiSjIjj  iiiLlI  ill  lilla 


At  your  service,  all  goodness  is  in  Your  Hands  and 
evil  is  not  to  be  attributed  to  You.  The  one  who  is 
guided  is  the  one  whom  You  guide.  Your  servant 
is  before  You,  from  You,  and  to  You  and  there  is 
no  salvation  or  refuge  from  You  except  with  You. 
May  You  be  blessed  and  exalted,  Glory  be  to  You, 
Lord  of  the  House  (the  Ka'bah). 

This  is  the  position  of  praise  and  honor  (Maqam 
Mahmud)  which  was  mentioned  by  Allah." 

Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"The  position  of  praise  and  honor  is  the  position 
of  intercession." 

Ibn  Abi  Najih  reported  something  similar  from 
Mujahid,  and  this  was  also  the  view  of  Al-Hasan 
Al-Basri. 

Qatadah  said, 

"He  is  the  first  one  for  whom  the  earth  will  be 
opened  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  and  he  will  be 
the  first  one  to  intercede." 

So  the  scholars  consider  this  the  position  of  praise  and 
glory  to  which  Allah  referred  in  the  Ayah: 

Lij-a^a  UaUla  cdjj  tiS*  JJ  jjl 

It  may  be  that  your  Lord  will  raise  you  to  Maqam 
Mahmud. 

I,  Ibn  Kathir,  say: 

the  Messenger  of  Allah  will  have  honors  in  the 
Day  of  Resurrection  in  which  no  one  else  will  have 
a  share,  honors  which  will  not  be  matched  by 
anyone  else. 
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•  He  is  the  first  one  for  whom  the  earth  will 
be  opened  and  he  will  come  forth  riding  to 
the  gathering  place. 

•  He  will  have  a  banner  under  which  Adam 
and  anyone  else  will  gather,  and 

•  he  will  have  the  Hawd  (Lake)  to  which  no 
one  else  will  have  more  access  than  he. 

•  He  will  have  the  right  of  the  Grand 
Intercession  with  Allah  when  He  comes  to 
judge  between  His  creation.  This  will  be 
after  the  people  ask  Adam,  then  Nuh,  then 
Ibrahim,  then  Musa,  then  'Isa  to 
intercede,  and  each  of  them  will  say,  "I  am 
not  able  for  that." 

Then  they  will  come  to  Muhammad,  and  he  will 
say, 


l^S  tit  l^S  tit 


I  can  do  that,  I  can  do  that. 

We  will  mention  this  in  more  detail  shortly,  If 
Allah  wills. 

Part  of  that  will  be  that  he  will  intercede  for  some 
people  who  had  been  commanded  to  be  taken  to 
Hell,  and  they  will  be  brought  back. 

He  is  the  first  Prophet  whose  Ummah  will  be 
judged,  and  the  first  to  take  them  across  the 
Bridge  over  the  Fire,  and  the  first  to  intercede  in 
Paradise,  as  was  reported  in  Sahih  Muslim. 

In  the  Hadith  about  the  Trumpet,  it  says  that 
none  of  the  believers  will  enter  Paradise  except 
through  his  intercession.  He  will  be  the  first  to 
enter  Paradise,  and  his  Ummah  will  be  the  first 
nation  to  enter. 

He  will  intercede  for  the  status  to  be  raised  for 
people  whose  deeds  could  not  get  them  there. 
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He  is  the  one  who  will  reach  Al-Wasilah,  which  is 
the  highest  position  in  Paradise,  which  befits  no 
one  but  him. 

When  Allah  gives  permission  for  intercession  on 
behalf  of  sinners,  the  angels,  Prophets  and 
believers  will  intercede,  and  he  will  intercede  for 
people  whose  number  is  known  only  to  Allah.  No 
one  will  intercede  like  him  and  no  one  will  match 
him  in  intercession. 

This  has  been  explained  in  comprehensive  detail 
at  the  end  of  the  Book  of  Sirah,  in  the  chapter  on 
the  specific  qualities.  Praise  be  to  Allah. 

Now  with  the  help  of  Allah  we  will  mention  the  Hadiths 
that  were  reported  concerning  Al-Maqam  Al-Mahmud. 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  Ibn  Umar  said: 


"On  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  the  people  will  be 
humbled  to  their  knees,  each  nation  following  its 
Prophet  and  saying,  '0  so-and-so,  intercede,'  'O 
so-and-so,  intercede,'  until  the  power  of 
intercession  is  given  to  Muhammad,  and  that  will 
be  the  day  when  Allah  raises  him  to  a  position  of 
praise  and  glory. 


Ibn  Jarir  recorded  that  Abdullah  bin  Umar  said  that  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  said: 


jaA  I  ‘ i _ ° j. *aj  (j} 

I J  UaliLa  AlojjS  L_llj  4  iklj  i/s. 


The  sun  will  come  close  until  the  sweat  reaches 
halfway  up  one's  ears.  When  the  people  are  in 
that  state,  they  will  ask  Adam  for  help,  and  he 
will  say,  "I  am  not  the  one  to  do  that." 

Then  they  will  ask  Musa,  and  he  will  say  likewise, 
then  they  will  ask  Muhammad,  and  he  will 
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intercede  for  the  people  and  will  go  and  take  hold 
of  the  handle  of  the  gate  of  Paradise,  and  that  will 
be  the  Day  when  Allah  resurrects  him  to  a 
position  of  praise  and  glory. 


Al-Bukhari  also  recorded  it  in  the  Book  of  Zakah, 
where  he  added: 


(JaI  t  ^  UaULs  <Ull  2 


That  will  be  the  Day  when  Allah  resurrects  him  to 
a  position  of  praise  and  glory,  and  all  the  people 
will  praise  him. 

Abu  Dawud  At-Tayalisi  recorded  that  Abdullah  said, 

"Then  Allah  will  give  permission  for  intercession, 
and  Ar-Ruh  Al-Quddus,  Jibril,  will  stand  up, 
then  Ibrahim,  the  close  Friend  of  Allah  will  stand 
up,  then  '  Isa  or  Musa  will  stand  up  - 

Abu  Az-Za'ra'  said,  'I  do  not  know  which  of 
them,  1  -- 

then  your  Prophet  will  stand  up  and  will  intercede, 
and  no  one  after  him  will  intercede  as  much  as  he 
does. 


This  is  the  position  of  praise  and  glory  to  which 
Allah  referred: 


|  cdjj  1  iEut JJ  jjf 

It  may  be  that  your  Lord  will  raise  you  to 

Maqam  Mahmud." 


The  Hadith  of  Abu  Hurayrah 


Imam  Ahmad  (may  Allah  have  mercy  on  him)  recorded  that  Abu 
Hurayrah  said, 

"Some  meat  was  brought  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  and 
he  lifted  up  the  arm,  which  he  used  to  like,  and  took  one 
bite,  then  he  said: 
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^tlll  j 


Ul 


iJiL! 


J  LtiJ^'j 


plil  ^-a^J  ?U3IL  JAj 

^jUI  clfc°  (J-“LUI  ^AUs  (jn<a>>i\t  _jj.ijj  .  jj^aUI 

i  i_yaxj  (jjLa!ia_a  Uj  tjj^SjiaJ  U  La  L_1jS3Ij 


I  will  be  the  leader  of  mankind  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection. 


Do  you  know  why  it  will  be  so  Allah  will  gather  the  first 
and  the  last  in  one  place,  and  they  will  hear  a  voice 
calling  out,  and  they  will  all  be  seen.  The  sun  will  come 
close  until  their  anguish  and  distress  becomes 
unbearable,  and  some  will  say  to  others, 


"Do  you  not  see  how  much  you  are  suffering  Why  do  you 
not  find  someone  to  intercede  for  you  with  your  Lord?" 


t^Llj  AAr.  •  >»■»  jj  -j  tax  J 


And  some  of  the  people  will  say  to  others,  "How  about 
Adam?" 


*£}  Ail  ffll  J32I  jit  c^l  pj  U  ^UUl  a2c.  f'i  jjiti 

Ul  ^1  Ul  ^iaots  tiiH  I  j  l-v  .  .<a  P  Sjl  Ul  j-atj  (j»o  a^liS 

?LuLL  !ii  La  (_5  JJ  Ul  t4ja  £jkj  Ua  (_5  JP 


So  they  will  go  to  Adam  and  say,  "O  Adam,  you  are  the 
father  of  mankind,  Allah  created  you  with  His  Hand  and 
breathed  into  you  of  His  spirit,  and  commanded  the 
angels  to  prostrate  to  you.  Intercede  for  us  with  your 
Lord,  do  you  not  see  the  state  we  are  in,  how  bad  it  is?" 


(jlj  pJlLa  <La  <— Lk  j  j  T‘  *aC.  j»jUI  1  - .13  (j] 

n  >-.q  1  i  djjLkaxfl  SjaLuUI  ^jc.  P3  AjI  j  kAjxa  oJsu  1  - 1  k  <a«  j 

jj  ^l  I  jAaLI  (_£JJC.  IjjAPl 


Adam  will  say,  "My  Lord  is  angry  today  in  a  way  that  He 
has  never  been  angry  before  and  He  will  never  be  this 
angry  again.  He  forbade  me  to  approach  the  Tree  and  I 
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disobeyed  Him.  Myself,  myself,  myself  (i.e.,  I  am  only 
concerned  about  myself).  Go  to  someone  else.  Go  to 
Nuh." 


•£j  JaI  JJj  UJ  U  :'u j3 IkjS  ojfca 

Ul  t4-l3  Us  Ul  iUjj  (^1  03  ^£uil  iljjiUoi  10c.  Alii  UILsja 

?U*ll  !ii  Uo 


So  they  will  go  to  Nuh  and  say,  "0  Nuh,  you  are  the  first 
of  the  Messengers  sent  to  the  people  of  earth,  and  Allah 
called  you  a  grateful  servant.  Intercede  for  us  with  your 
Lord,  do  you  not  see  the  state  we  are  in,  how  bad  it  is?" 

I_^aaU .  ‘ .  v  i^_)  u] 


Nuh  will  say,  "My  Lord  is  angry  today  in  a  way  that  He 
has  never  been  angry  before  and  He  will  never  be  this 
angry  again.  There  is  a  prayer  that  I  prayed  against  my 
people.  Myself,  myself,  myself  (i.e.,  I  am  only  concerned 
about  myself).  Go  to  someone  else.  Go  to  Ibrahim." 


4_]aI  °(ja  ^Ujlkj  Al)!  UjjI  Lj 

'\*\\  .33  Ua  Ut  t4_l3  Ua  L$  Ul  ‘-^U  CS^l  Ul  £Adih  (_pajUl 


jj!  (jjjUs 


So  they  will  go  to  Ibrahim  and  say,  "O  Ibrahim,  you  are 
the  Prophet  of  Allah  and  His  close  Friend  among  the 
people  of  earth.  Intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord,  do  you 
not  see  the  state  we  are  in,  how  bad  it  is?" 

^1  I_jaA3i  .  i.  -  n  s\r.  33  U;  ;u_j^ 


Ibrahim  will  say,  "My  Lord  is  angry  today  in  a  way  that 
He  has  never  been  angry  before  and  He  will  never  be 
this  angry  again."  And  he  mentioned  some  untruths  he 
had  told.  "Myself,  myself,  myself  (i.e.,  I  am  only 
concerned  about  myself).  Go  to  someone  else.  Go  to 
Musa." 


iA\  qL.  .  U  aU|  Clul  U  ^iLJI  <j3 £. 

i>U  Ua  Ul  u3jj  ^1  UU  tjjjLill  (Jt-  4-aUfUj  ajUUu^jj  auI 

?Ia*L  33  Ua  (_£  JP  Ul  t4j3 
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So  they  will  go  to  Musa  and  say,  "O  Musa,  you  are  the 
Messenger  of  Allah,  Allah  chose  you  above  others  by 
selecting  you  to  convey  His  Message  and  by  speaking  to 
you  directly.  Intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord,  do  you  not 
see  the  state  we  are  in,  how  bad  it  is?" 


.  ^  i  njC-  3]  I  31  .  (■  -  n  sic.  33  J  (j l  ! 


Musa  will  say,  "My  Lord  is  angry  today  in  a  way  that  He 
has  never  been  angry  before  and  He  will  never  be  this 
angry  again.  I  killed  a  soul  whom  I  had  not  been 
commanded  to  kill.  Myself,  myself,  myself  (i.e.,  I  am 
only  concerned  about  myself).  Go  to  someone  else.  Go 
to  ' Isa." 

3J  IaIUI  Alii  (Jjjjj  Clljl  ^  xujC-llj  j  jits 

Ul  Ul  £fljuull  tLiJu^a  ^^3  (jjUll  ClLalSj  tAxa 

?UjlL  33  La  LS  Ul  tAjS  La 


So  they  will  go  to  'Isa  and  say,  '0  'Isa,  you  are  the 
Messenger  of  Allah  and  His  Word  which  He  bestowed 
upon  Maryam  and  a  spirit  created  by  Him.  You  spoke  to 
the  people  as  an  infant  in  the  cradle.  Intercede  for  us 
with  your  Lord,  do  you  not  see  the  state  we  are  in,  how 
bad  it  is?" 

i  I  31  .  ‘ .  V  "~*r-  33  j  jjl  ;  ^  (J_j3j3 


'Isa  will  say,  "My  Lord  is  angry  today  in  a  way  that  He 
has  never  been  angry  before  and  He  will  never  be  this 
angry  again."  And  he  will  not  mention  any  sin.  "Myself, 
myself,  myself  (i.e.,  I  am  only  concerned  about  myself). 
Go  to  someone  else.  Go  to  Muhammad." 


33  j  i  £.  GjjLI  AUl  J  jjoi  j  dul  *  L  I  jjjUi 

L<j  Ul  cUjj  31  Ul  ^Luall  i  jdU  Laj  cUd3  Lk°  La  liH  *Qil  3^- 

?U*L  33  La  (_$3  Ul  L>^ 


So  they  will  go  to  Muhammad  and  will  say,  "O 
Muhammad,  you  are  the  Messenger  of  Allah  and  the  Last 
of  the  Prophets,  Allah  forgave  all  your  past  and  future 
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sins.  Intercede  for  us  with  your  Lord,  do  you  not  see  the 
state  we  are  in,  how  bad  it  is?" 


Jc.  Jjjl  ^jlj  ^aJ  jc.  Cil^J 

(Jc.  A_ij£j  JUa  AjIc.  f  LjjII  £yja^.j  ?,V'  ^  '*•  ^ja  ^1, a^ljj 


I  will  stand  up  and  come  before  the  Throne,  and  will  fall 
prostrating  to  my  Lord,  may  He  be  glorified  and  exalted. 
Then  Allah  will  inspire  me  to  speak  and  I  will  speak 
beautiful  words  of  praise  such  as  no  one  has  ever  been 
inspired  with  before. 


( £Aui!  j  i  A_]a*J  Jjj  liLjl  j  £3 ''***■  *  Lj  ;  (JLLjS 


It  will  be  said,  "O  Muhammad,  raise  your  head  and  ask, 
it  will  be  granted  to  you.  Intercede,  and  your 
intercession  will  be  heard." 

t  <_i  j  La  ^^Laf  i  L_l  j  Ij  (JjL af  t  t_J  j  lj  ^^jaf  yjj 


So  I  will  raise  my  head  and  say,  "My  Ummah,  0  Lord, 
my  Ummah,  O  Lord,  my  Ummah,  O  Lord." 


qa  c_jLj11  qa  AjIc.  ljLujsl  U  (jx  qa  ^  Lj  ;  Jlija 

l"  "At*.  "  I  -*  Kir'  0  K  '  *:4"  I" 


4L-J1  jjUl  (J-C 


/  j-<a  cilli  OJUJ  /uAjll  s-lS  ulu 


It  will  be  said,  "O  Muhammad,  admit  those  who  will  not 
be  brought  to  account  from  among  your  Ummah 
through  the  right-hand  gate  of  Paradise.  Then  the  rest  of 
your  Ummah  will  share  the  other  gates  with  the  rest  of 
the  people." 


:JIS  p 

UaS  A  <>.11  ^jjLkja a  ^ja  i  j  j.  .g-all  ^jjj  La  (jl  63jj  jjjl j 

l_£  jaJ  s  A^La  jjjj  LaS  jl  A^La  (jjj 


Then  he  said,  "By  the  One  in  Whose  Hand  is  the  soul  of 
Muhammad,  the  distance  between  two  of  the  gateposts 
of  Paradise  is  like  the  distance  between  Makkah  and 
Hajar,  or  between  Makkah  and  Busra. 

It  was  also  reported  in  the  Two  Sahihs. 
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"  "  0.  ^  .0  0.  Y  ..0  "  0  .  0  f 

£  C5i^<_pklj  ^jA J^a  (JikJLa  ^jAlikAI  c_)j  <J3j 


'j^1 


tax,  aa  ;>  j  jxi  j  jVa 


17:80  And  say:  "My  Lord!  Let  my  entry  be  good,  and 
(likewise)  my  exit  be  good.  And  grant  me  from  You 
a  helping  authority," 

ISjA  j  (jli£  (Jja  -31  (jl  (Jja  j3l  JjA  jj  (Js j 

17:81  And  say:  "Truth  has  come  and  falsehood  has 
vanished.  Surely,  falsehood  is  ever  bound  to 
vanish." 


The  Command  to  emigrate 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 


The  Prophet  was  in  Makkah,  then  he  was  commanded  to 
emigrate,  and  Allah  revealed  the  words: 

i>  J  J*V'  j  iiV^3  £  gJkjA. f  j  l$j 

(a  . )  S' UlilL  asa 


And  say:  "My  Lord!  Let  my  entry  be  good,  and  (likewise) 
my  exit  be  good.  And  grant  me  from  You  a  helping 
authority." 

At-Tirmidhi  said,  "This  is  Hasan  Sahih." 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  commented  on  this  Ayah, 


"When  the  disbelievers  of  Makkah  conspired  to  kill 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  ,  or  expel  him  or  imprison 
him,  Allah  wanted  him  to  fight  the  people  of 
Makkah,  and  commanded  him  to  go  to  Al- 
Madinah.  What  Allah  said  was: 


AjJ  cJSj 
...  ijj-V^3 
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And  say:  "My  Lord!  Let  my  entry  be  good, 
and  (likewise)  my  exit  be  good..." 

j  u j  Jfi  j 


And  say:  "My  Lord!  Let  my  entry  be  good..." 
means,  my  entry  to  Al-Madinah. 


••• 


and  (likewise)  my  exit  be  good, 

means,  my  exit  from  Makkah. 

This  was  also  the  view  of  Abdur-Rahman  bin  Zayd 
bin  Aslam. 


l3  l jl Jal ■  tt  liljjl  (j«o  J  (Jji^Ij 


And  grant  me  from  You  a  helping  authority. 

Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  explained  this  Ayah; 

"His  Lord  promised  to  take  away  the  kingdom  and 
glory  of  Persia  and  give  it  to  him,  and  the 
kingdom  and  glory  of  Byzantium  and  give  it  to 
him." 


Qatadah  said, 


"The  Prophet  of  Allah  knew  that  that  he  could  not 
achieve  this  without  authority  or  power,  so  he 
asked  for  authority  to  help  him  support  the  Book 
of  Allah,  the  Laws  of  Allah,  the  obligations  of  Allah 
and  to  establish  the  religion  of  Allah.  Authority  is 
a  mercy  from  Allah  which  He  places  among  His 
servants,  otherwise  some  of  them  would  attack 
others,  and  the  strong  would  consume  the  weak." 


Alongside  the  truth,  he  also  needed  power  and  authority 
in  order  to  suppress  those  who  opposed  and  resisted 
him,  hence  Allah  said: 


jjl  jj-allj  ‘ ~i> x a  LSjjl j  ciijjJLi  IjLuj  LjLaijf 
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Indeed  We  have  sent  Our  Messengers  with  clear 
proofs,  and  revealed  with  them  the  Scripture  and 
the  Mizan  that  mankind  may  keep  up  justice. 
And  We  brought  forth  iron...  (57:25) 


A  Threat  to  the  Disbelievers  of  the  Qurayshj 


...  JJaUll  (jA  jj  ela.  (Jaj 


And  say:  "Truth  has  come  and  falsehood  has 
vanished..." 

This  is  a  threat  and  a  warning  to  the  disbelievers 
of  the  Quraysh,  for  there  has  come  to  them  from 
Allah  the  truth  of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt 
and  which  they  have  no  power  to  resist.  This  is 
what  Allah  has  sent  to  them  of  the  Qur'an,  faith 
and  beneficial  knowledge.  Their  falsehood  has 
perished  or  vanished  and  been  destroyed,  it 
cannot  remain  or  stand  firm  in  the  face  of  the 
truth. 


Jj&l  j  tall  4jt_o.li  (Jia-Jl  C5^"  1 _ Jj 


Nay,  We  fling  the  truth  against  the  falsehood,  so 
it  destroys  it,  and  behold,  it  disappears.  (21:18) 

Al-Bukhari  recorded  that  Abdullah  bin  Mas'  ud  said: 

The  Prophet  entered  Makkah  (at  the  Conquest), 
and  around  the  House  (the  Ka'bah)  were  three 
hundred  and  sixty  idols.  He  started  to  strike  them 
with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  saying, 

(a  > )  u  >  j  jis  uua  qi  ljlo  ^ ... 

Truth  has  come  and  falsehood  has  vanished. 
Surely  falsehood  is  ever  bound  to  vanish. 

Itaj  (Jta  .'II  Uoj 


Truth  has  come,  and  falsehood  can  neither  create 
anything  nor  resurrect  (anything).  (34:49) 
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V"  .  o  *  0  "  "  1*  i *  \ "  .  0  *<*1  ",  *  Y 

j  A  a“\^j  f.La*jj  La  £jif.^ajl  ^j-a 

I  jUA  V!  'jJ-al^l  Vju 

17:82  And  We  send  down  of  the  Qur'an  that  which 
is  a  cure  and  a  mercy  to  the  believers,  and  it 
increases  the  wrongdoers  in  nothing  but  loss. 


The  Qur'an  is  a  Cure  and  a  Mercy 


Allah  tells: 


Vj  .Ijjj  (jjj-ajxSS  s-lLi  jA  Ua 

(AY)  IjLA 


And  We  send  down  of  the  Qur'an  that  which  is  a  cure 
and  a  mercy  to  the  believers,  and  it  increases  the 
wrongdoers  in  nothing  but  loss. 

Allah  tells  us  that  His  Book,  which  He  has 
revealed  to  His  Messenger  Muhammad,  the 
Qur'an  to  which  falsehood  cannot  come,  from 
before  it  or  behind  it,  (it  is)  sent  down  by  the  All- 
Wise,  Worthy  of  all  praise,  is  a  cure  and  a  mercy 
for  the  believers,  meaning  that  it  takes  away 
whatever  is  in  their  hearts  of  doubt,  hypocrisy, 
Shirk,  confusion  and  inclination  towards 
falsehood.  The  Qur'an  cures  all  of  that. 

It  is  also  a  mercy  through  which  one  attains  faith 
and  wisdom  and  seeks  goodness.  This  is  only  for 
those  who  believe  in  it  and  accept  it  as  truthful,  it 
is  a  cure  and  a  mercy  only  for  such  people. 

As  for  the  disbeliever  who  is  wronging  himself  by 
his  disbelief,  when  he  hears  the  Qur'an,  it  only 
makes  him  further  from  the  truth  and  increases 
him  in  his  disbelief.  The  problem  lies  with  the 
disbeliever  himself,  not  with  the  Qur'an,  as  Allah 
says: 
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V  (jjjll  j  s-ILjj  (_J^A  1_jj-alf.  (jjjll  J&  (Js 

-lutj  Qm«  till  ^  ^  ^_aC-  -lie.  j&  j  j3j 


Say:  "It  is  for  those  who  believe,  a  guide  and  a 
cure.  And  as  for  those  who  disbelieve,  there  is 
heaviness  in  their  ears,  and  it  is  blindness  for 
them.  They  are  those  who  are  called  from  a  place 
far  away  (so  they  neither  listen  nor  understand)." 
(41:44) 


o^Ut,  J)  jsSj!  O'®  ajjjai  cJjjf  Ua  121  j 

LLajI  Ijj-alf.  Lota 

cPi  (jj^l  l!atj 


And  whenever  there  comes  down  a  Surah,  some 
of  them  (hypocrites)  say:  "Which  of  you  has  had 
his  faith  increased  by  it!" 

As  for  those  who  believe,  it  has  increased  their 
faith,  and  they  rejoice.  But  as  for  those  in  whose 
hearts  is  a  disease,  it  will  add  suspicion  and  doubt 
to  their  suspicion,  disbelief  and  doubt;  and  they 
die  while  they  are  disbelievers.  (9:124-125) 

And  there  are  many  other  similar  Ayat. 

(jjjjaJjxH  ^  j  j  {itLj  Uo  a 


And  We  send  down  of  the  Qur'an  that  which  is  a  cure 
and  a  mercy  to  the  believers, 

Qatadah  said, 

"When  the  believer  hears  it,  he  benefits  from  it 
and  memorizes  it  and  understands  it." 

IjLA  H]  Vy  V  j  ... 

and  it  increases  the  wrongdoers  in  nothing  but  loss. 

They  do  not  benefit  from  it  or  memorize  it  or 
understand  it,  for  Allah  has  made  this  Qur'an  a 
cure  and  a  mercy  for  the  believers. 
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G)j  (jfcj  o U-^V1 

LolJJJ  (jlS  ^)jui](  Ajolg 


ft! 


17:83  And  when  We  bestow  Our  grace  on  man,  he 
turns  away  and  becomes  arrogant.  And  when  evil 
touches  him,  he  is  in  great  despair. 

Jit  ;GKUi  yk  *J£  Ua 

!/LujuJ 

**-• 

17:84  Say:  "Each  one  does  according  to  Shakilatihi, 
and  your  Lord  knows  best  of  him  whose  path  is 
right." 


Turning  away  from  Allah  at  Times  of  Ease  and  despairing  at| 
Times  of 


Allah  tells: 

(jlil  j_Jajl  4-mla  I  3j  j  A Jjl p- J  j  (_5^  1 31  j 

(At)  UalJJJ 


And  when  We  bestow  Our  grace  on  man,  he  turns  away 
and  becomes  arrogant.  And  when  evil  touches  him,  he  is 
in  great  despair. 

Allah  tells  us  about  the  weakness  that  is  inherent 
in  man,  except  for  those  whom  He  protects  at 
both  times  of  ease  and  calamity.  If  Allah  blesses  a 
man  with  wealth,  good  health,  ease,  provision 
and  help,  and  he  gets  what  he  wants,  he  turns 
away  from  the  obedience  and  worship  of  Allah, 
and  becomes  arrogant. 

Mujahid  said, 

"(It  means)  he  goes  away  from  Us." 

I  say,  this  is  like  the  Ayah: 
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4_uu 


jjJa  Ijtii  jsl  jtS  j-a 


But  when  We  have  removed  his  harm  from  him, 
he  passes  on  as  if  he  had  never  invoked  Us  for  a 
harm  that  touched  him!  (10:12) 


and; 


°  i°  .  -  •  i 


ajjJl  Jl  l^B 


But  when  He  brings  you  safe  to  land,  you  turn 
away.  (Ayah  67) 

When  man  is  stricken  with  evil,  which  means 
disasters,  accidents  and  calamities, 


llj  ^  Jjj 

he  is  in  great  despair, 

meaning  that  he  thinks  he  will  never  have 
anything  good  again. 


As  Allah  says, 

(jjjjjl  AjI  Ajx  IaIjC-^)!  j  Ijja  (j_ujVI  lj3jt 

jc-  UliLuUl  i— J AjLu  c-  I  j .  -A  4*j  ?.La*j  oljajt  jjllj 

C  M 

’ 


And  if  We  give  man  a  taste  of  mercy  from  Us,  and 
remove  it  from  him,  verily,  He  is  despairing, 
ungrateful.  But  if  We  let  him  taste  good  after  evil 
has  touched  him,  he  is  sure  to  say:  "Ills  have 
departed  from  me." 

Surely,  he  is  exultant,  and  boastful.  Except  those 
who  show  patience  and  do  righteous  good  deeds: 
those,  theirs  will  be  forgiveness  and  a  great 
reward.  (11:9-11) 
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...  AjKUi  'Jfe  IS  °Ja 

Say:  "Each  one  does  according  to  Shakilatihi..." 

Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"According  to  his  inclinations." 

Mujahid  said, 

"According  to  his  inclinations  and  his  nature." 

Qatadah  said, 

"According  to  his  intentions." 

Ibn  Zayd  said, 

"According  to  his  religion." 

All  these  suggestions  are  close  in  meaning. 

This  Ayah  -  and  Allah  knows  best  -  is  a  threat  and  a 
warning  to  the  idolators,  like  the  Ayah: 

r<yTC'  ^  _j£aC.I  ^  Jsj 


And  say  to  those  who  do  not  believe:  "Act 
according  to  your  ability  and  way."  (11:121) 


So  Allah  says: 

( A  £  )  (_£  Ja!  jA  (j-aJ  pfct  AjKUj  (Ja*j  IS 


Say:  "Each  one  does  according  to  Shakilatihi,  and  your 
Lord  knows  best  of  him  whose  path  is  right." 

meaning  either  us  or  you.  Everyone  will  be 
rewarded  in  accordance  with  his  deeds,  for 
nothing  whatsoever  is  hidden  from  Allah. 


£  j'jll  Jc. 

17:85  And  they  ask  you  concerning  the  Ruh  (the 
spirit). 
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iys  %  ,w  d*  'Uj  Jj  si  I>  c  S 'jn  js 

Say:  "The  Ruh  (the  spirit)  is  one  of  the  things,  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  only  with  my  Lord.  And  of 
knowledge,  you  (mankind)  have  been  given  only  a 
little." 


The  Ruh  (spirit) 


Al-Bukhari  recorded  in  his  Tafsir  of  this  Ayah  that  Abdullah  bin 
Mas'  ud  said, 

"While  I  was  walking  with  the  Prophet  on  a  farm,  and  he 
was  resting  on  a  palm-leaf  stalk,  some  Jews  passed  by. 
Some  of  them  said  to  the  others,  'Ask  him  about  the 

Ruh.' 

Some  of  them  said,  'What  urges  you  to  ask  him  about 
that?' 

Others  said,  'Do  not  ask  him,  lest  he  gives  you  a  reply 
which  you  do  not  like.' 

But  they  said,  'Ask  him.'  So  they  asked  him  about  the 

Ruh. 

The  Prophet  kept  quiet  and  did  not  give  them  an  answer, 
and  I  knew  that  he  was  receiving  revelation,  so  I  stayed 
where  I  was.  When  the  revelation  was  complete,  the 
Prophet  said: 

...  L>  C  £  JjM  Cf- 

And  they  ask  you  concerning  the  Ruh  (the  spirit). 

Say:  "The  Ruh  (the  spirit)  is  one  of  the  things, 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  only  with  my  Lord..." 

This  context  would  seem  to  imply  that  this  Ayah  was 
revealed  in  Al-Madinah,  and  that  it  was  revealed  when 
the  Jews  asked  him  this  question  in  Al-Madinah, 
although  the  entire  Surah  was  revealed  in  Makkah. 
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This  may  be  answered  with  the  suggestion  that  this 
Ayah  may  have  been  revealed  to  him  in  Al-Madinah  a 
second  time,  after  having  previously  been  revealed  in 
Makkah,  or  that  he  was  divinely  inspired  to  respond  to 
their  question  with  a  previously-revealed  Ayah,  namely 
the  Ayah  in  question. 

Ibn  Jarir  recorded  that  Ikrimah  said, 


"The  People  of  the  Book  asked  the  Messenger  of  Allah 
about  the  Ruh,  and  Allah  revealed: 


jjf- 


And  they  ask  you  concerning  the  Ruh... 

They  said,  'You  claim  that  we  have  only  a  little 
knowledge,  but  we  have  been  given  the  Tawrah,  which 
is  the  Hikmah, 


I I Jji.  JSs  AlaS^JI  ClljJ  (j-aj 


and  he,  to  whom  Hikmah  is  granted,  is  indeed 
granted  abundant  good.'  (2:269) 


Then  the  Ayah: 

jjjO  o.1aj  Uajl  jlj 

*  of  >  '  o  - 


And  if  all  the  trees  on  the  earth  were  pens  and 
the  sea  (were  ink  wherewith  to  write),  with  seven 
seas  behind  it  to  add  to  its  (supply),  (31:27)  was 
revealed. 


He  said,  "Whatever  knowledge  you  have  been 
given,  if  Allah  saves  you  from  the  Fire  thereby, 
then  it  is  great  and  good,  but  in  comparison  to 
the  knowledge  of  Allah,  it  is  very  little." 


JJ >11  (jc. 


And  they  ask  you  concerning  the  Ruh. 

Al-Awfi  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 
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"This  was  when  the  Jews  said  to  the  Prophet, 
'Tell  us  about  the  Ruh  and  how  the  Ruh  will  be 
punished  that  is  in  the  body  -  for  the  Ruh  is 
something  about  which  only  Allah  knows,  and 
there  was  no  revelation  concerning  it.' 

He  did  not  answer  them  at  all,  then  Jibril  came  to 
him  and  said: 

(Ao)  iLils  V)  ^>1x31  U?0  ^  jjfi  (3... 

Say:  "The  Ruh  (the  spirit)  is  one  of  the  things, 
the  knowledge  of  which  is  only  with  my  Lord.  And 
of  knowledge,  you  (mankind)  have  been  given 
only  a  little." 

So  the  Prophet  told  them  about  that,  and  they 
said,  'Who  told  you  this1 

He  said, 


All!  Shf.  (j;0 

Jibril  brought  it  to  me  from  Allah. 

They  said,  '  By  Allah,  no  one  has  told  you  that 
except  our  enemy  (i.e.,  Jibril).' 

Then  Allah  revealed: 

t Ajll  (Jj <ja?-5  Ij^c-  qIS 

4j.1i  (jjj  Lol  a11! 


Say:  "Whoever  is  an  enemy  to  Jibril  (let 
him  die  in  his  fury),  for  indeed  he  has 
brought  it  (this  Qur'an)  down  to  your  heart 
by  Allah's  permission,  confirming  what 
came  before  it."  (2:97) 


The  Ruh  and  the  Nafs 


As-Suhayili  mentioned  the  dispute  among  the  scholars  over 
whether  the  Ruh  is  the  same  as  the  Nafs,  or  something 
different.  He  stated  that; 
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it  is  light  and  soft,  like  air,  flowing  through  the  body  like 
water  through  the  veins  of  a  tree. 

He  states  that  the  Ruh  which  the  angel  breathes  into  the 
fetus  is  the  Nafs,  provided  that  it  joins  the  body  and 
acquires  certain  qualities  because  of  it,  whether  good  or 
bad. 

So  then  it  is  either  a  soul  in  (complete)  rest  and 
satisfaction  (89:27)  or  inclined  to  evil  (12:53),  just  as 
water  is  the  life  of  the  tree,  then  by  mixing  with  it,  it 
produces  something  else,  so  that  if  it  mixes  with  grapes 
and  the  grapes  are  then  squeezed,  it  becomes  juice  or 
wine.  Then  it  is  no  longer  called  water,  except  in  a 
metaphorical  sense. 

Thus  we  should  understand  the  connection  between 

Nafs  and  Ruh; 

the  Ruh  is  not  called  Nafs  except  when  it  joins  the  body 
and  is  affected  by  it. 

So  in  conclusion  we  may  say:  the  Ruh  is  the  origin  and 
essence,  and  the  Nafs  consists  of  the  Ruh  and  its 
connection  to  the  body.  So  they  are  the  same  in  one 
sense  but  not  in  another. 

This  is  a  good  explanation,  and  Allah  knows  best. 

I  say:  people  speak  about  the  essence  of  the  Ruh  and  its 
rulings,  and  many  books  have  been  written  on  this  topic. 
One  of  the  best  of  those  who  spoke  of  this  was  Al-Hafiz 
Ibn  Mandah  in  a  book  which  we  have  heard  about  the 

Ruh. 


4*  m  14  v  js  '411  c£j 

j  i  '(4 

17:86  And  if  We  willed.  We  could  surely  take  away 
that  which  We  have  revealed  to  you.  Then  you 
would  find  no  protector  for  you  against  Us  in  that 
respect. 
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i'_»£  u!  a?j  (>  Vj 

17:87  Except  as  a  mercy  from  your  Lord.  Verily,  His 
grace  unto  you  is  ever  great. 

}  JL  J  j  cl l*. (J J3 

'  j^j  v  d>ja\ 

17:88  Say:  "If  mankind  and  the  Jinn  were  together 
to  produce  the  like  of  this  Qur'an,  they  could  not 
produce  the  like  thereof,  even  if  they  helped  one 
another." 

J}1  (JE.  *JS  oti'JBl  IaJs,  Ji  UTj^,  jffj 

Vj  u-liil  'jSSt 


17:89  And  indeed  We  have  fully  explained  to 
mankind,  in  this  Qur'an,  every  kind  of  similitude, 
but  most  of  mankind  refuse  (the  truth  and  accept 
nothing)  but  disbelief. 


If  Allah  willed,  He  could  take  away  the  Qur'ar 


Allah  says: 

(Al)  Liilc.  4j  iH  iili]l  liA jt  Hi 

(AV)  I  (jH  4X-ia3  (jl  iljj  jj-a  V) 

And  if  We  willed,  We  could  surely  take  away  that  which 
We  have  revealed  to  you.  Then  you  would  find  no 
protector  for  you  against  Us  in  that  respect. 

Except  as  a  mercy  from  your  Lord.  Verily,  His  grace  unto 
you  is  ever  great. 

Allah  mentions  the  blessing  and  great  bounty  that  He 
has  bestowed  upon  His  servant  and  Messenger 
Muhammad  by  revealing  to  Him  the  Noble  Qur'an  to 
which  falsehood  cannot  come,  from  before  it  or  behind  it, 
(it  is)  sent  down  by  the  All-Wise,  Worthy  of  all  praise. 
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Ibn  Mas'  ud  said, 

"A  red  wind  will  come  to  the  people,  meaning  at 
the  end  of  time,  from  the  direction  of  Syria,  and 
there  will  be  nothing  left  in  a  man's  Mushaf 
(copy  of  the  Qur'an)  or  in  his  heart,  not  even  one 

Ayah.'' 

Then  Ibn  Mas'ud  recited: 

Ujkji  QjAJjI  LiLj  (jjlj 

And  if  We  willed,  We  could  surely  take  away  that 
which  We  have  revealed  to  you. 


Challenging  by  the  Qur'an 


Allah  says: 

(jjjtj  V  IjjIj  J  i."  w  Js 

(AA)  I  0  jj  >  ail  J  (_jlS  jlj  aJj-oj 

H\  o-lSll  'J£ I  jijsll  lii  ^  ^1311  iSj^i  ’iSTj 

(A4') 


Say:  "If  mankind  and  the  Jinn  were  together  to  produce 
the  like  of  this  Qur'an,  they  could  not  produce  the  like 
thereof,  even  if  they  helped  one  another." 

And  indeed  We  have  fully  explained  to  mankind,  in  this 
Qur'an,  every  kind  of  similitude,  but  most  of  mankind 
refuse  (the  truth  and  accept  nothing)  but  disbelief. 

Then  Allah  points  out  the  great  virtue  of  the 
Qur'an,  and  says  that  even  if  mankind  and  the 
Jinn  were  all  to  come  together  and  agree  to 
produce  something  like  that  which  was  revealed 
to  His  Messenger,  they  would  never  be  able  to  do 
it,  even  if  they  were  to  cooperate  and  support  and 
help  one  another.  This  is  something  which  is 
impossible.  How  could  the  words  of  created 
beings  be  like  the  Words  of  the  Creator  Who  has 
no  equal  and  peer,  for  there  is  none  like  unto  Him 
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123  jia]  j 


And  indeed  We  have  fully  explained  to  mankind, 

meaning,  'We  have  furnished  them  with  evidence 
and  definitive  proof,  and  We  have  shown  them 
the  truth  and  explained  it  in  detail,  yet  despite 
that  most  of  mankind  insist  on  disbelief,  i.e., 
denying  and  rejecting  the  truth.' 


l-li  ^)^9J  ^  (j -Aji  (j3  1  jlll J 

17:90  And  they  say:  "We  shall  not  believe  in  you, 
until  you  cause  a  spring  to  gush  forth  from  the 
earth  for  us;" 

L-  up  J  (j-o  ^-4  i— ^  (jj^ 

17:91  "Or  you  have  a  garden  of  date  palms  and 
grapes,  and  cause  rivers  to  gush  forth  in  their  midst 
abundantly;" 

aIILj  jf  19juj£  1  Ijlc.  d \AC~  j  loj X Jjj  J 

N  li  i<\  u\. 

17:92  "Or  you  cause  the  heaven  to  fall  upon  us  in 
pieces,  as  you  have  pretended,  or  you  bring  Allah 
and  the  angels  before  (us)  face  to  face;" 

lAj  c 4  °J  l >  ^4?  ^  uj4  °J 

£  jfi  44  44  4-  '414  't>4 

17:93  "Or  you  have  a  house  of  Zukhruf,  or  you 
ascend  up  into  the  sky,  and  even  then  we  will  put 
no  faith  in  your  ascension  until  you  bring  down  for 
us  a  Book  that  we  would  read." 
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V  JJj  VJ&  VI  -J*  Jij  -Ja 

Say:  "Glorified  be  my  Lord!  Am  I  anything  but  a 
man,  sent  as  a  Messenger!" 


The  Demand  of  Quraysh  for  a  specific  Sign,  and  the  Rejection! 

of  ,  1  -  .  . 


Allah  tells: 


\  I  QA  (_5-^  1  jllij 

\ )  j  jjx  aj^.  _jt 

And  they  say:  "We  shall  not  believe  in  you,  until  you 
cause  a  spring  to  gush  forth  from  the  earth  for  us;  Or 
you  have  a  garden  of  date  palms  and  grapes,  and  cause 
rivers  to  gush  forth  in  their  midst  abundantly;" 

Ibn  Jarir  recorded  from  Muhammad  bin  Ishaq,  "An  old 
man  from  among  the  people  of  Egypt  who  came  to  us 
forty-odd  years  ago  told  me,  from  Ikrimah,  from  Ibn 
Abbas,  that; 

-  Utbah  and  Shaybah  --  the  two  sons  of  Rabi'ah, 

-  Abu  Sufyan  bin  Harb, 

-  a  man  from  Bani  Abd  Ad-Dar, 

-  Abu  Al-Bakhtari  --  the  brother  of  Bani  Asad, 

-  Al-Aswad  bin  Al-Muttalib  bin  Asad, 

-  Zam'ah  bin  Al-Aswad, 

-  Al-Walid  bin  Al-Mughirah, 

-  Abu  Jahl  bin  Hisham, 

-  Abdullah  bin  Abi  Umayyah, 

-  Umayyah  bin  Khalaf, 

-  Al-' As  bin  Wa'il,  and 

-  Nabih  and  Munabbih  -  the  two  sons  of  Al-Hajjaj  As- 
Sahmin, 


193 


gathered  all  of  them  or  some  of  them  behind  the 
Ka'bah  after  sunset. 

Some  of  them  said  to  others,  'Send  for  Muhammad  and 
talk  with  him  and  argue  with  him,  so  that  nobody  will 
think  we  are  to  blame.' 

So  they  sent  for  him  saying,  'The  nobles  of  your  people 
have  gathered  for  you  to  speak  to  them.1 

So  the  Messenger  of  Allah  came  quickly,  thinking  that 
maybe  they  were  going  to  change  their  minds,  for  he 
was  very  keen  that  they  should  be  guided,  and  it  upset 
him  to  see  their  stubbornness.  So  he  came  and  sat  with 
them,  and  they  said, 

'  0  Muhammad,  we  have  sent  for  you  so  that  nobody  will 
think  we  are  to  blame.  By  Allah  we  do  not  know  any  man 
among  the  Arabs  who  has  brought  to  his  people  what 
you  have  brought  to  your  people.  You  have  slandered 
our  forefathers,  criticized  our  religion,  insulted  our 
reason,  slandered  our  gods  and  caused  division.  There  is 
no  objectionable  thing  that  you  have  not  brought 
between  us.  If  you  are  preaching  these  things  because 
you  want  wealth,  we  will  collect  some  of  our  wealth 
together  for  you  and  make  you  the  wealthiest  man 
among  us.  If  you  are  looking  for  position,  we  will  make 
you  our  leader.  If  you  are  looking  for  kingship,  we  will 
make  you  our  king.  If  what  has  come  to  you  is  a  type  of 
Jinn  that  has  possessed  you,  then  we  can  spend  our 
money  looking  for  the  medicine  that  will  rid  you  of  it  so 
that  no  one  will  think  we  are  to  blame.' 


The  Messenger  of  Allah  said: 

Uj  k—jflai  Aj  !-aJ  !-«  ^  Ua 

U I jLj  °£A\  2i!  M  Uj  i’fi*  LijUill 

I jjjoli  i!jIj£ 

J^a  Aj  Ua  jjj-a  I  jLkj  y k t *aj j  ^ j  lIiUUjj 

Akil  jJj^af  (jlj  ljj.ll!  ^3^ 

aSjJJj  ^ JJJ  Jjb!  (a^lkj 
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My  case  is  not  as  you  say.  I  have  not  brought 
what  I  have  brought  to  you  because  I  want  your 
wealth  or  to  be  your  leader  or  king.  But  Allah  has 
sent  me  to  you  as  a  Messenger  and  has  revealed 
to  me  a  Book  and  has  commanded  me  to  bring 
you  good  news  and  a  warning. 

So,  I  have  conveyed  to  you  the  Messages  of  my 
Lord  and  have  advised  you  accordingly.  If  you 
accept  what  I  have  brought  to  you,  then  this  is 
your  good  fortune  in  this  world  and  the  Hereafter, 
but  if  you  reject  it,  I  shall  wait  patiently  for  the 
command  of  Allah  until  Allah  judges  between  me 
and  you.  or  words  to  that  effect. 

They  said, 

'0  Muhammad,  if  you  do  not  accept  what  we  have 
offered  you,  then  you  know  that  there  is  no  other  people 
whose  country  is  smaller,  whose  wealth  is  less  and 
whose  life  is  harder  than  ours,  so  ask  your  Lord  Who  has 
sent  you  with  what  He  has  sent  you,  to  move  away  these 
mountains  for  us  that  are  constricting  us,  to  make  our 
land  wider  and  cause  rivers  to  gush  forth  in  it  like  the 
rivers  of  Syria  and  Iraq,  and  to  resurrect  for  us  those  of 
our  forefathers  who  have  passed  away. 

Let  there  be  among  those  whom  He  resurrects  Qusayy 
bin  Kilab,  for  he  was  a  truthful  old  man,  and  we  will  ask 
them  whether  what  you  are  saying  is  true  or  false.  If  you 
do  what  we  are  asking,  and  they  (the  people  who  are 
resurrected)  say  that  you  are  telling  the  truth,  then  we 
will  believe  you  and  acknowledge  your  status  with  Allah 
and  believe  that  He  has  sent  you  as  a  Messenger  as  you 
say.' 


The  Messenger  of  Allah  said  to  them: 

Jai  t4j  ^  ;  Gu  auI  .lie.  (jx  LajI  Gi 

ts'jaJJij  c&i \j  (jii  ^  tajj  u 

J  Ajbl  JG  a  jJjj  yl  j 


I  was  not  sent  for  this  purpose.  I  have  brought  to 
you  from  Allah  that  with  which  He  has  sent  me, 
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and  I  have  conveyed  to  you  the  Message  with 
which  I  was  sent  to  you.  If  you  accept  what  I 
have  brought  to  you,  then  this  is  your  good 
fortune  in  this  world  and  the  Hereafter,  but  if  you 
reject  it,  I  shall  wait  patiently  for  the  command  of 
Allah  until  Allah  judges  between  me  and  you. 

They  said, 

'  If  you  will  not  do  this  for  us,  then  at  least  do  something 
for  yourself.  Ask  your  Lord  to  send  an  angel  to  confirm 
that  what  you  are  saying  is  the  truth  and  to  speak  up  on 
your  behalf.  Ask  Him  to  give  you  gardens  and  treasures 
and  palaces  of  gold  and  silver,  and  to  make  you 
independent  so  that  you  will  not  have  to  do  what  we  see 
you  doing,  for  you  stand  in  the  marketplaces  seeking 
provision  just  as  we  do.  Then  we  will  know  the  virtue  of 
your  position  with  your  Lord  and  whether  you  are  a 
Messenger  as  you  claim.' 


The  Messenger  of  Allah  said  to  them: 

l " jjx J  Usj  iljA  Ajj  JjtluJ  ^  ^ 

tAj  Lo  ! jLki  iljjAjj  Ijaaj  ;  All! 

All!  C5^-"  (j) J  t‘ij^.11! j  IaiaI!  ^^3  j^3 

Ail!  (_sla. 


I  will  not  do  that,  and  I  will  not  ask  my  Lord  for 
this.  I  was  not  sent  to  you  for  this  reason.  But 
Allah  has  sent  me  to  you  to  bring  you  good  news 
and  a  warning.  If  you  accept  what  I  have  brought 
to  you,  then  this  is  your  good  fortune  in  this 
world  and  the  Hereafter,  but  if  you  reject  it,  I 
shall  wait  patiently  for  the  command  of  Allah  until 
Allah  judges  between  me  and  you. 

They  said, 

'Then  cause  the  sky  to  fall  upon  us,  as  you  claim  that  if 
your  Lord  wills,  He  can  do  that.  We  will  not  believe  in 
you  until  you  do  this.' 

The  Messenger  of  Allah  said  to  them: 
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5-Ijoi  (_jl  tAUl  lillj 

That  is  for  Allah  to  decide.  If  He  wills,  He  will  do 
that  to  you. 

They  said, 

'0  Muhammad,  did  your  Lord  not  know  that  we  would 
sit  with  you  and  ask  you  what  we  have  asked  and  make 
the  requests  that  we  have  made  He  should  have  told  you 
beforehand  and  taught  you  how  to  reply  to  us,  and 
informed  you  what  He  would  do  to  us  if  we  do  not  accept 
what  you  have  brought  to  us. 

We  have  heard  that  the  one  who  is  teaching  you  this,  is 
a  man  in  Al-Yamamah  called  Ar-Rahman.  By  Allah,  we 
will  never  believe  in  Ar-Rahman.  We  are  warning  you,  0 
Muhammad,  that  we  will  not  let  you  do  what  you  want  to 
do  until  you  or  we  are  destroyed.' 

One  of  them  said, 

'  We  worship  the  angels  who  are  the  daughters  of  Allah.' 
Another  said, 

'We  will  never  believe  in  you  until  you  bring  Allah  and 
the  angels  before  (us)  face  to  face.' 

When  they  said  this,  the  Messenger  of  Allah  got  up  and 
left  them. 

Abdullah  bin  Abi  Umayyah  bin  Al-Mughirah  bin  Abdullah 
bin  Umar  bin  Makhzum,  the  son  of  his  paternal  aunt 
Atikah,  the  daughter  of  Abdul-Muttalib,  also  got  up  and 
followed  him.  He  said  to  him, 

'O  Muhammad,  your  people  have  offered  you  what  they 
have  offered  you,  and  you  did  not  accept  it.  Then  they 
asked  for  things  for  themselves  so  that  they  would  know 
your  position  with  Allah,  and  you  did  not  do  that  for 
them.  Then  they  asked  you  to  hasten  on  the 
punishments  with  which  you  are  scaring  them.  By  Allah, 
I  will  never  believe  in  you  unless  you  take  a  ladder  to 
heaven  and  ascend  it  while  I  am  watching,  then  you 
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bring  with  you  an  open  book  and  four  angels  to  testify 
that  you  are  as  you  say.  By  Allah,  even  if  you  did  that,  I 
think  that  I  would  not  believe  you.' 

Then  he  turned  away  from  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  and 
the  Messenger  of  Allah  went  home  to  his  family,  grieving 
over  having  missed  out  on  what  he  had  hoped  for  when 
his  people  had  called  him,  because  he  saw  that  they 
were  resisting  him  even  more." 


The  Reason  why  the  Idolators'  Demands  were  refused 


In  the  case  of  this  gathering  where  the  Quraysh  came  together 
to  speak  with  the  Messenger  of  Allah,  if  Allah  knew  that  they 
were  making  these  requests  in  order  to  be  guided,  they  would 
have  been  granted,  but  He  knew  that  they  were  making  these 
demands  out  of  disbelief  and  stubbornness. 

It  was  said  to  the  Messenger  of  Allah, 

"If  you  wish,  We  will  give  them  what  they  are  asking,  but 
if  they  then  disbelieve,  I  will  punish  them  with  a 
punishment  that  I  have  never  imposed  upon  anyone  else 
in  the  universe;  or  if  you  wish,  I  will  open  for  them  the 
gate  of  repentance  and  mercy." 

He  said: 


Rather,  You  open  for  them  the  gate  of  repentance  and 
mercy. 


This  is  like  the  Ayah: 

J  VI  l“'  jVlj  (jt  Lmia  Uaj 

V)  T'  jVlj  Uoj  1  a 


And  nothing  stops  Us  from  sending  the  Ayat  but 
that  the  people  of  old  denied  them.  And  We  sent 
the  she-camel  to  Thamud  as  a  clear  sign,  but 
they  did  her  wrong.  And  We  sent  not  the  signs 
except  to  warn,  and  to  make  them  afraid  (of 
destruction).  (Ayah  59) 
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And  Allah  says: 

YJ  J,  L5j^ajj  eUUl  J Ijl/jl!  ll^J  U  1  jlllj 

I  jjij  4js-a  liHo  4-lll 

ji  igio  'jsu  ^  y  °j  Jjs  Ajii  j&  jt 

1  >  »i.a  *^l 

iLi±ui  ^j_ytjJadj. .uj  ila  1  jl .  >.3  JJikVI  t _ AiS  ^)2ajl 

jjjfl  ‘  -  a  La.  lillj  jj-0  l^ii.  ‘^2  l_J*^  ?-Ui  jjl 

!  jjj^3  iLll  (Jk  --  J  j 

f  jjjlj-u  Ar-llullj  1.  -  jLS  1jl4  IjLSc-Ij  4£.llullj  1  jjtS  (Jj 


And  they  say:  "Why  does  this  Messenger  eat 
food,  and  walk  about  in  the  markets  (as  we).  Why 
is  not  an  angel  sent  down  to  him  to  be  a  warner 
with  him  Or  (why)  has  not  a  treasure  been 
granted  to  him,  or  why  has  he  not  a  garden 
whereof  he  may  eat'!' 

And  the  wrongdoers  say:  "You  follow  none  but  a 
man  bewitched." 

See  how  they  coin  similitudes  for  you,  so  they 
have  gone  astray,  and  they  cannot  find  a  path. 
Blessed  be  He  Who,  if  He  wills,  will  assign  you 
better  than  that  -  Gardens  under  which  rivers 
flow  and  will  assign  you  palaces. 

Nay,  they  deny  the  Hour,  and  for  those  who  deny 
the  Hour,  We  have  prepared  a  flaming  Fire. 
(25:7-11) 

Allah's  saying, 

(j^  111  t.5-^ 

until  you  cause  a  spring  to  gush  forth  from  the  earth  for 
us, 

refers  to  a  spring  of  flowing  water.  They  asked 
him  to  bring  forth  springs  of  fresh  water  in  the 
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land  of  Al-Hijaz,  here  and  there.  This  is  easy  for 
Allah,  may  He  be  glorified  and  exalted;  if  He 
willed,  He  could  do  that.  He  could  have  responded 
to  all  their  demands,  but  He  knew  that  they  would 
not  be  guided  by  that,  as  He  says: 

V  agjlc.  i  (jj  jll  (jj 

LjI^i  Ijjj  Uc  *<&  °jij 


Truly,  those,  against  whom  the  Word  (wrath)  of 
your  Lord  has  been  justified,  will  not  believe. 
Even  if  every  sign  should  come  to  them,  until 
they  see  the  painful  torment.  (10:96-97) 


And  Allah  says: 


2<\XA\  r^A\  l3t  ‘jTj 
I  jVJ  1  jSIS  ll  5GS  f  ^ 


And  even  if  We  had  sent  down  unto  them  angels, 
and  the  dead  had  spoken  unto  them,  and  We  had 
gathered  together  all  things  before  their  very 
eyes,  they  would  not  have  believed.  (6:111) 


His  saying; 


1 1 ilc-  C-LoC-J)  'wl  f.  Lajaill  ‘ " ' 


Or  you  cause  the  heaven  to  fall  upon  us  in  pieces,  as  you 
have  pretended, 

means,  'you  promised  us  that  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection  the  heavens  will  be  split  asunder, 
being  broken  and  torn  up,  with  parts  of  it  falling 
down,  so  do  that  in  this  world  and  make  it  fall  in 
pieces.' 


This  is  like  when  they  said: 

jj-a  SjLa-a.  Lijlc.  jia-ati  jjja  jA  IxA  jjlS  (jl 

f.  Lajaill 


0  Allah!  If  this  (the  Qur'an)  is  indeed  the  truth 
from  You,  then  rain  down  stones  on  us  from  the 
sky.  (8:32) 
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Similarly,  the  people  of  Shu'  ayb  asked  him: 

sj..'?,'1  ‘  1 " '  (j 1  f  Lajoill  t  al  n5  l  .ulc.  lajjlxts 

So  cause  a  piece  of  the  heaven  to  fall  on  us,  if 
you  are  of  the  truthful!  (26:187) 

So  Allah  punished  them  with  the  punishment  of 
the  day  of  Shadow  (a  gloomy  cloud),  which  was 
the  torment  of  a  Great  Day.  (26:189) 

Y)  iLyi  IZ&A ij  4lJb  'jfc  jf  ... 

or  you  bring  Allah  and  the  angels  before  (us)  face 
to  face;" 

As  for  the  Prophet  of  Repentance  and  Mercy,  who  was 
sent  as  a  mercy  to  the  worlds,  he  asked  Allah  to  delay 
their  punishment,  in  the  hope  that  Allah  would  bring 
forth  from  their  offspring  people  who  would  worship 
Allah  Alone,  with  no  partner  or  associate. 

This  is  what  indeed  did  happen,  for  among  those  who  are 
mentioned  above  were  some  who  later  embraced  Islam 
and  became  good  and  sincere  Muslims,  even  Abdullah 
bin  Abi  Umayyah,  who  followed  the  Prophet  (out  of  that 
meeting)  and  spoke  to  him  as  he  did.  He  became  a 
sincere  Muslim  and  turned  to  Allah  in  repentance. 

i _ jj-a  Cluj  jf 


Or  you  have  a  house  of  Zukhruf. 

Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid  and  Qatadah  said, 

"This  is  gold." 

This  was  also  what  was  said  in  the  recitation  of  Ibn 
Mas'  ud, 

"Or  you  have  a  house  of  gold." 

...  J£y,  jf  ... 

or  you  ascend  up  into  the  sky, 
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meaning,  you  climb  up  on  a  ladder  while  we  are 
watching  you. 


s  Ulj£  \ j. U^J  ••• 


and  even  then  we  will  put  no  faith  in  your  ascension  until 
you  bring  down  for  us  a  Book  that  we  would  read. 

Mujahid  said, 

"This  means  a  book  in  which  there  would  be  one 
page  for  each  person,  on  which  would  be  the 
words:  'This  is  a  book  from  Allah  to  so-and-so 
the  son  of  so-and-so,  which  he  would  find  by  his 
head  when  he  woke  up  in  the  morning." 

V)  V  jjjjj  Ij2Li  (jl Vn.i  (Ja  ... 

Say:  "Glorified  be  my  Lord!  Am  I  anything  but  a  man, 
sent  as  a  Messenger." 

meaning,  'Glorified,  exalted  and  sanctified  be  He 
above  the  notion  that  anyone  would  come  before 
Him  concerning  any  matter  pertaining  to  His 
authority  and  sovereignty.  He  is  the  One  Who 
does  what  He  wills.  If  He  willed,  he  could  have 
given  you  what  you  asked  for,  or  if  He  willed,  he 
could  have  refrained.  I  am  only  a  Messenger  to 
you,  sent  to  convey  the  Messages  of  my  Lord  and 
advise  you.  I  have  done  that,  and  the  response  to 
what  you  have  asked  is  to  be  decided  by  Allah, 
may  He  be  glorified.' 


3  ,jt  VI  ( /41I  ’4  1  jVjj  (j!  LfOl  C.J 

v  jLj  \’j£  yii  'diui 

17:94  And  nothing  prevented  men  from  believing 
when  the  guidance  came  to  them,  except  that  they 
said:  "Has  Allah  sent  a  man  as  (His)  Messenger!" 
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Allah  says, 


And  nothing  prevented  men, 
means,  most  of  them, 


U.', 


...  3 ... 


from  believing, 


and  following  the  Messengers,  except  the  fact 
that  they  found  it  strange  that  human  beings 
would  be  sent  as  Messengers,  as  Allah  says: 


jilf  "4- la  3* J  <^31  3  4^  ^ 

*■  ^  — -1C-  .  q  .2  1  jial*  3 


Is  it  a  wonder  for  mankind  that  We  have  sent  Our 
revelation  to  a  man  from  among  themselves 
(saying):  "Warn  mankind,  and  give  good  news  to 
those  who  believe  that  they  shall  have  with  their 
Lord  the  rewards  of  their  good  deeds."  (10:2) 

(m)  v jJj  r>4  aiii  i jiis  J  vj  </4a  ^*4.  a ... 

when  the  guidance  came  to  them,  except  that  they  said: 

"Has  Allah  sent  a  man  as  (His)  Messenger!" 
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Allah  says: 

1  jlui  Cil  jjjlj  (*£jjtj  ClilS  4jL  lil]2 


That  was  because  there  came  to  them  their 
Messengers  with  clear  proofs,  but  they  said: 
"Shall  mere  men  guide  us!"  (64:6) 

Fira'wn  and  his  people  said: 

Jjj  V  r-  32 '  ^ ^ ^ '  'T'* 


They  said:  "Shall  we  believe  in  two  men  like 
ourselves,  and  their  people  are  obedient  to  us 
with  humility!"  (23:  47) 


Similarly,  the  nations  said  to  their  Messengers: 

Ijjljlf.  (jlS  UaC.  l J i J 1 J. ^jf  (jjAjjj  LiLa  jjoU  V)  °^Ajt  (jl 

ijjj-a  p_L3luJ  Ij ijjta 


"You  are  no  more  than  human  beings  like  us!  You 
wish  to  turn  us  away  from  what  our  fathers  used 
to  worship.  Then  bring  us  a  clear  authority." 
(14:10) 

And  there  are  many  other  similar  Ayat. 


Then  Allah  says,  pointing  out  His  kindness  and  mercy  towards 
His  servants,  that  He  sends  to  them  Messengers  of  their  own 
kind  so  that  they  will  understand  what  he  says  and  will  be  able 
to  speak  to  him  directly.  If  He  sent  to  mankind  a  Messenger 
from  among  the  angels,  they  would  not  be  able  to  deal  with  him 
face  to  face  and  learn  from  him,  as  Allah  says: 


jjx  j?  ciixj  j!  jjl  aIII  u-0 


Indeed,  Allah  conferred  a  great  favor  on  the  believers 
when  He  sent  among  them  a  Messenger  from  among 
themselves.  (3:164) 

;>  u ijLj  ;&lk  32 


Verily,  there  has  come  unto  you  a  Messenger  from 
among  yourselves.  (10:128) 
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JjjBS  Vj  J 1 

Similarly,  We  have  sent  among  you  a  Messenger  of  your 
own,  reciting  to  you  Our  verses  (the  Qur'an)  and 
purifying  you,  and  teaching  you  the  Book  and  the 
Hikmah,  and  teaching  you  that  which  you  used  not  to 
know.  Therefore  remember  Me.  I  will  remember  you,  and 
be  grateful  to  Me  and  never  be  ungrateful  to  Me.  (2:151- 
152) 

Allah  says  here: 

(jjjialax  AfLlbUa  (jlS 

Say:  "If  there  were  on  the  earth,  angels  walking  about  in 
peace  and  security, 

meaning,  just  as  you  do, 

(  ^  0  )  ^  jjoi i j  IflLa  f.  LaUl  jj-a  03  jjl 

We  should  certainly  have  sent  down  for  them  from  the 
heaven  an  angel  as  a  Messenger. 

meaning,  'one  of  their  own  kind.  But  as  you  are 
human,  We  have  sent  to  you  Messengers  from 
yourselves,  as  a  kindness  and  a  mercy.' 


17:96  Say:  "Sufficient  is  Allah  for  a  witness 
between  me  and  you. 

\  Uj^aJ  I  uik  'JZ  ajI 


Verily,  He  is  Ever  the  All-Knower,  the  All-Seer  of  His 
servants." 


Allah  tells  His  Prophet: 


aSluj  1J  '  lig  iua  Al!lj  (_5^  (J® 


Say:  "Sufficient  is  Allah  for  a  witness  between  me  and 
you. 

Allah  tells  His  Prophet  how  to  prove  that  what  he 
has  brought  is  true,  saying  to  him  to  tell  them: 

"He  (Allah)  is  a  witness  over  me  and  over  you.  He 
knows  what  I  have  brought  to  you.  If  I  were  lying 
to  you,  He  would  take  revenge  on  me  in  the 
severest  manner,"  as  Allah  says: 

Jjjli'VI  ^  >.■» j  Lulc.  (Jjsj  jlj 


And  if  he  had  forged  a  false  saying  concerning  Us, 

We  surely  would  have  seized  him  by  his  right 
hand,  And  then  We  certainly  would  have  cut  off 
his  life  artery.  (69:44-46) 

Allah  said; 

1)  '  JJ;  .aJ  I  opljJtJ  (jlS 

Verily,  He  is  Ever  the  All-Knower,  the  All-Seer  of  His 
servants. 

meaning,  He  knows  best  who  among  them 
deserves  blessings,  good  treatment  and  guidance, 
and  who  deserves  to  be  doomed  and  led  astray. 


^  UP  L>J  AgJ  <j-a  j 

Aj c-IjJji 


17:97  And  he  whom  Allah  guides,  he  is  led  aright; 
and  whomever  He  leaves  astray  can  never  find 
helpers  other  than  Him, 


206 


i  a  ^•9-'  4&0  9  o  9  9  ••  "  "  .*».  •''0  "  o  .*  9  J>.%0  •;•' 

LAjj  Llac.  ^gic.  ^Jj  ^A 

( ^  "  o  9  *'o  *  -•%  4"  tfA-  9  '  a  9  i "  £  £  4$^ 

IjJJL-uJ  j^U^J  L  U'N  l  <a  IN  ^  1g  ^k  ^A)  jLc  l  AkS~X  J 

and  We  shall  gather  them  together  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection  on  their  faces,  blind,  dumb  and  deaf; 
their  abode  will  be  Hell;  whenever  it  abates.  We 
shall  increase  for  them  the  fierceness  of  the  Fire. 


Guidance  and  Misguidance  are  in  the  Hands  of  Allah 


Allah  tells: 


SIq  .all  j^3  <111  (j-aj 


And  he  whom  Allah  guides,  he  is  led  aright; 

Allah  tells  us  how  He  deals  with  His  creation  and 
how  His  rulings  are  carried  out.  He  tells  us  that 
there  is  none  who  can  put  back  His  judgement, 
for  whomever  He  guides  cannot  be  led  astray, 

<jjj  tlk°  eljljt  (=^1  '  (jls  JI  *  j 

and  whomever  He  leaves  astray  can  never  find  helpers 
other  than  Him. 


to  guide  him. 
As  Allah  says: 


lAujjx  LjIj  <1  jjla  (JLjaJ  jj-aj  Alg  <“1'  J^-2  <lll  .1 


He  whom  Allah  guides,  he  is  the  rightly-guided; 
but  he  whom  He  sends  astray,  for  him  you  will 
find  no  Wali  (guiding  friend)  to  lead  him.  (18:17) 


The  Punishment  of  the  People  of  Misguidance 


Allah  tells: 
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and  We  shall  gather  them  together  on  the  Day  of 
Resurrection  on  their  faces, 


Imam  Ahmad  recorded  from  Anas  bin  Malik  that  the 
Prophet  was  asked, 


"O  Messenger  of  Allah,  how  will  the  people  be 
gathered  on  their  faces!"  He  said, 


jkj  °(jf  Jc.  jjll  LS^-  <j'&\ 


The  One  Who  made  them  walk  on  their  feet  is 
able  to  make  them  walk  on  their  faces. 


It  was  also  reported  (by  Al-Bukhari  and  Muslim) 
in  the  Two  Sahihs. 

...  tic- 


blind,  (means,  unable  to  see). 


dumb,  (means,  unable  to  speak). 


deaf,  (means,  unable  to  hear). 


ij ... 


o ... 


They  will  be  in  this  state  as  a  punishment  for  the 
way  they  were  in  this  world,  blind,  dumb  and  deaf 
to  the  truth.  This  will  be  their  recompense  when 
they  are  gathered  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  at 
the  time  when  they  need  these  faculties  most  of 
all. 


their  abode, 

means,  their  destination. 


I  jt-o 


...  lluk  ... 


will  be  Hell;  whenever  it  abates, 
Ibn  Abbas  said, 


(This  means)  calms  down," 
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Mujahid  said, 

"(It  means)  is  extinguished," 

(“W)  1  JJXjliI  ... 

We  shall  increase  for  them  the  fierceness  of  the  Fire. 

meaning,  increasing  its  flames  and  heat  and 
coals,  as  Allah  says: 

LIjc.  Vl  oB  1  jSya 

So  taste  you  (the  results  of  your  evil  actions).  No 
increase  shall  We  give  you,  except  in  torment. 
(78:30) 


ps  iioi  i  jiisr,  liXj  ij'jK  “41L  fi'/jk  pin 

I  '  ]  '  ^  jj jx  }  fil  Pf.  i  Pti^)  j  I  Pi  U.r 

17:98  That  is  their  recompense,  because  they 
denied  Our  Ayat  and  said:  "When  we  are  bones  and 
fragments,  shall  we  really  be  raised  up  as  a  new 
creation!" 

jjp  oijVij  cSyi j  Pin  y  lyy  py 

°  •*  I*  '  '  .  f  I' 

<*6^  U’ 

17:99  See  they  not  that  Allah,  Who  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  is  able  to  create  the  like  of 
them. 

Vj  ^  l ^  4 v  j 

And  He  has  decreed  for  them  an  appointed  term, 
whereof  there  is  no  doubt.  But  the  wrongdoers 
refuse  but  disbelief. 
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Allah  says: 


UjIjIj  i  <^112 


That  is  their  recompense,  because  they  denied  Our 

Ayat, 

Allah  says:  'This  punishment,  being  resurrected 
blind,  dumb  and  deaf,  is  what  they  deserve, 
because  they  disbelieved,  (Our  Ayat),  i.e., 

Our  proof  and  evidence,  and  did  not  think  that 
the  resurrection  could  ever  happen.' 

...  isiijj  1  jii ij ... 


and  said:  "When  we  are  bones  and  fragments..." 

meaning,  when  we  have  disintegrated  and  our 
bodies  have  rotted  away, 


shall  we  really  be  raised  up  as  a  new  creation! 


meaning,  after  we  have  disintegrated  and 
disappeared  and  been  absorbed  into  the  earth, 
will  we  come  back  a  second  time  Allah  established 
proof  against  them  and  told  them  that  He  is  able 
to  do  that,  for  He  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth,  so  raising  them  up  again  is  easier  for  Him 
than  that,  as  He  says: 


The  creation  of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  is 
indeed  greater  than  the  creation  of  mankind; 
(40:57) 


Cli_5— ojjJI  aIII  l)  ]°JJ} 

J 


Do  they  not  see  that  Allah,  Who  created  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  was  not  wearied  by 
their  creation,  is  able  to  give  life  to  the  dead.  (46: 
33) 


210 


jjf  3.'1'  ‘Y  (3^  ^3)1  jjjj-ljf 

J>al*3l  '£&3|  jA  j  ^ 

^A. S  'JjL  jt  l$i  3I'J  131  i’jj  toS, 

Is  not  He  Who  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth, 
able  to  create  the  like  of  them. 

Yes,  indeed!  He  is  the  All-Knowing  Supreme 
Creator.  Verily,  His  command,  when  He  intends  a 
thing,  is  only  that  He  says  to  it,  "Be!"  and  it  is! 
(36:81-82) 

And  Allah  says  here: 

(JjIjLj  (jf  (Jt-  J-lli  (_pajVlj  }— 1'  jL&jqill  (_Spll  <111  jjl  1 JJJ 

...  }:r's 

See  they  not  that  Allah,  Who  created  the  heavens  and 
the  earth,  is  able  to  create  the  like  of  them. 

meaning,  on  the  Day  of  Resurrection,  He  will 
recreate  and  restore  their  bodies,  as  He  created 
them  in  the  first  place. 

And  He  has  decreed  for  them  an  appointed  term, 
whereof  there  is  no  doubt. 

means,  He  has  set  a  time  for  them  to  be  re¬ 
created  and  brought  forth  from  their  graves,  an 
appointed  time  which  must  surely  come  to  pass. 

As  Allah  says: 

Jj2x3a 

And  We  delay  it  only  for  a  term  (already)  fixed. 
(11:104) 


But  the  wrongdoers  refuse, 

--  after  the  proof  has  been  established  against 
them, 
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(^)  IjjKVJ  ... 


(and  accept  nothing)  but  disbelief. 

means,  they  persist  in  their  falsehood  and 
misguidance. 


jl 

1  jiSS  ^ 

17:100  Say:  "If  you  possessed  the  treasure  of  the 
mercy  of  my  Lord,  then  you  would  surely  hold  back 
for  fear  of  spending,  and  man  is  ever  miserly!" 


Holding  back  is  Part  of  Man’s  Nature 


Allah  says  to  His  Messenger: 


a  (firs  ..ii  IjI  UJ^ 


Say:  "If  you  possessed  the  treasure  of  the  mercy  of  my 
Lord,  then  you  would  surely  hold  back  for  fear  of 
spending, 

"Tell  them,  0  Muhammad,  even  if  you  had 
authority  over  the  treasures  of  Allah,  you  would 
refrain  from  spending  for  fear  of  exhausting  it." 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Qatadah  said, 

"This  means  for  fear  of  poverty," 

lest  it  run  out,  despite  the  fact  that  it  can  never 
be  exhausted  or  come  to  an  end.  This  is  because 
it  is  part  of  your  nature. 

So  Allah  says: 


(1  *  •)  ' u^j  ... 


and  man  is  ever  miserly. 
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Ibn  Abbas  and  Qatadah  said: 

"(This  means)  stingy  and  holding  back." 

Allah  says: 

t  '^1511  V  till  c£S^I  ,>  ^  J,t 

Or  have  they  a  share  in  the  dominion  Then  in  that 
case  they  would  not  give  mankind  even  a  Naqira. 
(4:53), 

meaning  that  even  if  they  had  a  share  in  the 
authority  of  Allah,  they  would  not  have  given 
anything  to  anyone,  not  even  the  amount  of  a 
Naqira  (speck  on  the  back  of  a  date  stone). 

Allah  describes  man  as  he  really  is,  except  for 
those  whom  Allah  helps  and  guides.  Miserliness, 
discontent  and  impatience  are  human 
characteristics,  as  Allah  says: 


(jk.  (jl 

jjulll  Aka  131 
t&^la  jjTII  A-u3a  131  j 


Verily,  man  was  created  very  impatient;  irritable 
when  evil  touches  him;  and  stingy  when  good 
touches  him.  Except  those  who  are  devoted  to 
Salah  (prayers).  (70:19-22) 

And  there  are  many  other  such  references  in  the 
Qur'an.  This  is  an  indication  of  the  generosity  and 
kindness  of  Allah. 


In  the  Two  Sahihs  it  says: 

Jjijt  Ua  ^JjfJ  t  (Jjll!  «■  Ikm  AAaj  1  A  <  U  ^tla  All!  Al 

Ajaai  3a  (j. ^ajt ;  ^  AjII  .  ^)tll  j  Cli!  j.a.u31  (3k  Ala 
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Allah's  Hand  is  full  and  never  decreases  because 
of  His  giving  night  and  day.  Do  you  not  see  how 
much  He  has  given  since  He  created  the  heavens 
and  the  earth,  yet  that  which  is  in  His  right  hand 
never  decreases. 


*jLti  cllljOJ  ill  jU  Ijjjlc-  313  j 

tSfilaV  jjjJ  03^3  Q  3)  lW  >-l 

Is  *  0  ' 

l^)J)*S  JOUQ 

17:101  And  indeed  We  gave  Musa  nine  clear  signs. 
Ask  then  the  Children  of  Israel,  when  he  came  to 
them,  then  Fir' awn  said  to  him:  "O  Musa!  I  think 
you  are  indeed  bewitched." 

L.j  yj  'Jjjt  U  clJc.  j53  Jii 

' jjA*  uj^ cAIj  j 

17:102  He  said:  "Verily,  you  know  that  these  signs 
have  been  sent  down  by  none  but  the  Lord  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth.  And  I  think  you  are  indeed, 
O  Fir' awn,  doomed  to  destruction!" 


3  '  &  "  '  -M'*  **''  0*  f  -*  ,0  *  k| 

Ajos  (j-oj  6U3^)C.L3  (I 


}  £  .  ♦jio 


O-a  J  X  1  j?iaU  jt  31  jU 

1  x  i 


17:103  So  he  resolved  to  turn  them  out  of  the  land. 
But  We  drowned  him  and  all  who  were  with  him. 

I3ls  1  j  jl »l  <^33  (j^  131a j 

11*3  ^  131*  S>V!  &  j 

17:104  And  We  said  to  the  Children  of  Israel  after 
him:  "Dwell  in  the  land,  then,  when  the  final  and 
the  last  promise  comes  near.  We  shall  bring  you 
altogether  as  mixed  crowd." 
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The  Nine  Signs  of  Musa 


Allah  tells: 

<!  'JIS  a^lk  'i  'Jjj 


^gls  (jtluli  CjUl  ^liij  ^^-ul JX  Ijjjl  tiilj 

... 


And  indeed  We  gave  Musa  nine  clear  signs.  Ask  then  the 
Children  of  Israel,  when  he  came  to  them,  then  Fir' awn 
said  to  him: 

Allah  tells  us  that  He  sent  Musa  with  nine  clear 
signs,  which  provided  definitive  proof  that  his 
Prophethood  was  real  and  that  what  he  was 
conveying  from  the  One  Who  had  sent  him  to 
Fir'  awn  was  true.  These  clear  signs  were: 

•  his  staff, 

•  his  hand, 

•  the  years  of  famine, 

•  the  sea, 

•  the  flood, 

•  the  locusts, 

•  the  lice, 

•  the  frogs  and 

•  the  blood. 


This  was  the  view  of  Ibn  Abbas. 

Muhammad  bin  Ka'  b  said, 

"They  were: 

•  his  hand  and 

•  his  staff, 

•  the  five  signs  mentioned  in  Suarah  Al- 

A'  raf,  and 

•  destruction  of  wealth  and  the  rock." 

Ibn  Abbas,  Mujahid,  Ikrimah,  Ash-Sha'bi  and  Qatadah 
said: 
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"They  are: 

•  his  hand, 

•  his  staff, 

•  the  years  of  famine, 

•  the  failure  of  the  crops, 

•  the  flood, 

•  the  locusts, 

•  the  lice, 

•  the  frogs  and 

•  the  blood." 

Laj3  1 


Yet  they  remained  arrogant,  and  they  were  of 
those  people  who  were  criminals,  (7:133) 

meaning,  despite  all  these  signs  and  their 
witnessing  of  them,  they  disbelieved  them  and 
belied  them  wrongfully  and  arrogantly,  although 
they  were  themselves  were  convinced  of  them,  so 
they  did  not  have  any  effect  on  them. 

By  the  same  token,  (Allah  tells  His  Messenger 
here),  '  if  We  were  to  respond  to  what  these 
people  are  asking  you  for,  who  have  said  that 
they  will  not  believe  in  you  until  you  cause 
springs  to  gush  forth  throughout  the  land  for 
them,  they  would  not  respond  or  believe  except  if 
Allah  willed.' 

As  Fir' awn  said  to  Musa,  even  though  he  had 
witnessed  the  signs  which  he  brought, 

(  ^  *  ^  )  I  1_J  lililaU  ^g-ll 

"O  Musa!  I  think  you  are  indeed  bewitched." 

It  was  said  that  this  meant  he  thought  he  was  a 
sorcerer,  but  Allah  knows  best.  These  nine  signs  which 
were  mentioned  by  the  Imams  (scholars)  quoted  above 
are  what  is  referred  to  here,  and  in  the  Ayah: 
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J  Lh^  jigj  Lfc!?.  _J  Lais  till  j.  .aC.  Jjltj 


"And  throw  down  your  stick!"  But  when  he  saw  it 
moving  as  if  it  were  a  snake,  he  turned  in  flight, 
and  did  not  look  back. 

(It  was  said:)  "O  Musa  !  Fear  not."  until  His 
saying, 

'J  )a  ■ ..  a  Laji  1  jjlil  (jjC.  C5^1  l  — '  .)  r  (_^S 

among  the  nine  signs  (you  will  take)  to  Fir' awn 
and  his  people.  Verily,  they  are  a  people  who  are 
rebellious.  (27:10-12) 

These  Ayat  include  mention  of  the  stick  and  the  hand, 
and  the  rest  of  the  nine  signs  are  mentioned  in  detail  in 
Surah  Al-A'  raf. 


Musa  was  also  given  many  other  signs,  such  as  striking 
the  rock  with  his  staff  and  water  flowing  from  it,  their 
being  shaded  with  clouds,  manna  and  quails,  and  other 
signs  which  were  bestowed  upon  the  Children  of  Israel 
after  they  had  left  the  land  of  Egypt.  But  here  Allah 
mentions  the  nine  signs  which  were  witnessed  by  his 
people  in  Egypt.  These  became  evidence  against  them, 
because  they  stubbornly  rejected  them  out  of  disbelief. 

So  Musa  said  to  Fir' awn: 


j;!  ■  j  CjljLaluiIl  V)  S-Vjj-A  La  ‘ ' <alc.  _2]  (Jls 


Fie  said:  "Verily,  you  know  that  these  signs  have  been 
sent  down  by  none  but  the  Lord  of  the  heavens  and  the 
earth. 

meaning,  as  proof  and  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
what  I  have  brought  to  you. 

(  )  «  Y  )  I  J_9fla  Q jfc  ji  Ij  liljjatl  J 

And  I  think  you  are  indeed,  O  Fir' awn,  doomed  to 
destruction! 


i.e.,  bound  to  be  destroyed. 
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This  was  the  view  of  Mujahid  and  Qatadah. 

Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"It  means  cursed." 

Ibn  Abbas  and  Ad-Dahhak  said:  (doomed  to 

destruction), 

means  defeated. 

As  Mujahid  said,  "doomed"  includes  all  of  these 
meanings. 


The  Destruction  of  Fir  awn  and  His  People! 


Allah  tells: 

(j-a  jjil >  ii j  jjt  21  jti 

So  he  resolved  to  turn  them  out  of  the  land. 

means,  he  wanted  to  expel  them  and  drive  them 
out. 


p  «  X'j  I »  y  Ajua  jj-aj 

1  j  \K .  ,.l  (Jjj|  Jj-uI  spkj  (j-a  Ijla  j 

But  We  drowned  him  and  all  who  were  with  him.  And  We 
said  to  the  Children  of  Israel  after  him:  "Dwell  in  the 
land..." 


This  is  good  news  for  Muhammad,  a  foretelling  of 
the  conquest  of  Makkah,  even  though  this  Surah 
was  revealed  in  Makkah  before  the  Hijrah. 
Similarly,  the  people  of  Makkah  wanted  to  expel 
the  Prophet  from  the  city,  as  Allah  says  in  two 
Ay  at: 


And  verily,  they  were  about  to  frighten  you  so 
much  as  to  drive  you  out  from  the  land...  (17:76- 
77) 
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Hence  Allah  caused  His  Messenger  to  inherit 
Makkah,  so  he  entered  it  by  force,  according  to 
the  better-known  of  the  two  opinions,  and  he 
defeated  its  people  then  out  of  kindness  and 
generosity,  he  let  them  go,  just  as  Allah  caused 
the  Children  of  Israel,  who  had  been  oppressed, 
to  inherit  the  land,  east  and  west,  and  to  inherit 
the  land  of  Fir' awn's  people,  with  its  farmland, 
crops  and  treasures. 

As  Allah  said, 


(Jjf  jMual  lg— ijjlj  tilljS 

thus  We  caused  the  Children  of  Israel  to  inherit 
them.  (26:59) 

Here  Allah  says: 

I jja.  ^C-j  eta.  I jla  1  jj|  (JjjI jjoil  s-iij 

(  >  .  £  )  'ajal 

And  We  said  to  the  Children  of  Israel  after  him:  "Dwell  in 
the  land,  then,  when  the  final  and  the  last  promise 
comes  near,  We  shall  bring  you  altogether  as  mixed 
crowd." 

meaning,  all  of  you,  you  and  your  enemies. 

Ibn  Abbas,  Qatadah  and  Ad-Dahhak  said, 

"It  means  all  together." 


V]  Coj  cJjp  C3^JSUj 

17:105  And  with  truth  We  have  sent  it  down,  and 
with  truth  it  has  descended.  And  We  have  sent  you 
as  nothing  but  a  bearer  of  glad  tidings,  and  a 
warner. 
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cl Ka  L5b*  ol  jail!  oUiji  UU  jl j 


17:106  And  a  Qur'an  which  We  have  divided  (into 
parts),  in  order  that  you  might  recite  it  to  men  at 
intervals.  And  We  have  revealed  it  by  stages. 


The  Revelation  of  the  Qur'an  in  Stages 


Allah  tells: 


sQjjf 


And  with  truth  We  have  sent  it  down, 


Allah  tells  us  that  His  Book,  the  Glorious  Qur'an, 
has  been  sent  with  truth,  i.e.,  it  contains  the 
truth,  as  Allah  says: 


Qj  M  ^  <)  Xall  j  lilill  ^  jjjj  aIII 


But  Allah  bears  witness  to  that  which  He  has  sent 
down  unto  you;  He  has  sent  it  down  with  His 
knowledge,  and  the  angels  bear  witness.  (4:166) 

meaning,  it  contains  the  knowledge  which  Allah 
wanted  to  teach  to  you,  with  His  rulings, 
commands  and  prohibitions. 


...  Jjj  ... 

and  with  truth  it  has  descended. 

means,  "It  has  been  sent  down  to  you,  O 
Muhammad,  preserved  and  protected,  not 
contaminated  or  mixed  with  anything  else,  with 
nothing  added  or  taken  away.  It  has  come  to  you 
with  the  truth,  brought  down  by  one  mighty  in 
power,  trustworthy  and  strong,  one  who  is 
obeyed  by  the  higher  group  (angels).' 
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t2Il  jH  '  U<a ^ 


And  We  have  sent  you,  (0  Muhammad), 

p  >  o)  IjjoU-a  V) 

as  nothing  but  a  bearer  of  glad  tidings  and  a  warner. 

a  bearer  of  glad  tidings  for  the  believers  who 
obey  you  and  a  warner  to  the  disbelievers  who 
disobey  you. 


...  ilSJa  LsIjSj 


And  (it  is)  a  Qur'an  which  We  have  divided, 

The  word  translated  here  as  "We  have  divided"  may  be 
read  in  two  ways. 

If  it  is  read  as  "Faraqnahu",  with  no  Shaddah, 
the  meaning  is: 

'We  have  made  it  depart  from  Al-Lawh  Al- 
Mahfuz  to  Bayt  Al-'Izzah  in  the  lowest  heaven, 
then  it  was  revealed  in  stages  to  the  Messenger 
of  Allah,  according  to  events,  over  a  period  of 
twenty-three  years.' 

This  was  narrated  by  Ikrimah  from  Ibn  Abbas. 

It  was  also  narrated  that  Ibn  Abbas  read  it  as 
"Farraqnahu",  with  a  Shaddah, 

meaning,  'We  revealed  it  Ayah  by  Ayah,  and 
have  explained  it  and  made  it  clear.' 

Hence  Allah  says: 

...  jc  it  j£j... 

in  order  that  you  might  recite  it  to  men, 

meaning,  convey  it  to  the  people  and  recite  it  to 
them, 
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at  intervals,  (meaning  slowly). 

And  We  have  revealed  it  by  stages, 
means,  little  by  little. 


i  jVjh  v  jt  4j  i  jU;  u$ 

17:107  Say:  "Believe  in  it  or  do  not  believe  (in  it). 

'ujj~  ^  Ji  t'i  AL5  i>  1  jSjt  bA5l 

likL  (jiiiy 

Verily,  those  who  were  given  knowledge  before  it, 
when  it  is  recited  to  them,  fall  down  on  their  chins 
(faces)  in  humble  prostration." 


Vi  0,'  4  "Jt"  i  0 

Lb  \  Lc. 


j  u!  u 


r  oJ1 

iL^Aju 


17:108  And  they  say:  "Glory  be  to  our  Lord!  Truly, 
the  promise  of  our  Lord  must  be  fulfilled." 

45Z  i**i.  0  i  i  ■"  ^*0  ^  4  <»0*  «£  .  * 

17:109  And  they  fall  down  on  their  chins  (faces) 
weeping  and  it  increases  their  humility. 


Those  Who  were  given  Knowledge  before  truly  admit  the| 


Allah  says  to  His  Prophet  Muhammad: 


...us 


Say, 

0  Muhammad  to  these  disbelievers  concerning 
what  you  have  brought  to  them  of  this  Glorious 
Qur'an: 
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V  jt 


Aj  I  jJ-ol 


"Believe  in  it  (the  Qur'an)  or  do  not  believe  (in  it). 

meaning,  it  is  all  the  same  whether  you  believe  in 
it  or  not,  for  it  is  true  in  and  of  itself.  It  was 
revealed  by  Allah,  Who  mentioned  it  previously  in 
the  Books  that  He  revealed  to  other  Messengers. 

Hence  He  says: 

aJj3  (jja  1  jJ i jf  (jj  jll  o\  ... 

Verily,  those  who  were  given  knowledge  before  it, 

meaning  righteous  people  among  the  People  of 
the  Book,  who  adhered  to  their  Books  and 
appreciated  them  without  distorting  them. 

...  ft]  ... 


when  it  is  recited  to  them, 

means,  when  this  Qur'an  is  recited  to  them, 

(  \ « v )  I  ^  t.  u  (jli  ^bU  (jj 

fall  down  on  their  chins  (faces)  in  humble  prostration. 

means,  to  Allah,  in  gratitude  for  the  blessing  He 
has  bestowed  on  them  by  considering  them  fit  to 
live  until  they  met  this  Messenger  to  whom  this 
Book  was  revealed. 

Hence: 


Ijjj  u 


And  they  say:  Glory  be  to  our  Lord!, 

meaning,  they  extol  and  glorify  their  Lord  for  His 
perfect  power  and  for  not  delaying  the  fulfillment 
of  the  promise  which  He  made  through  His  earlier 
Prophets,  that  He  would  send  Muhammad.  Hence 
they  said: 
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p  •  A)  V  jaAal  Lijj  JlC-  j  jjlS  jjl  Ijjj  *^°''  ■' 

Glory  be  to  our  Lord!  Truly,  the  promise  of  our  Lord  must 
be  fulfilled. 


And  they  fall  down  on  their  chins  (faces)  weeping, 

means,  in  submission  to  Allah,  may  He  be 
glorified,  and  in  expression  of  their  belief  and 
faith  in  His  Book  and  His  Messenger. 

p  •  Lc.  jjAa. 


and  it  increases  their  humility. 

means,  it  increases  them  in  faith  and  submission. 
As  Allah  says: 


^_jl?.  j  ^a2I_)  1  j.AaI  (jjjll  j 


While  as  for  those  who  accept  guidance,  He 
increases  their  guidance  and  bestows  on  them 
their  Taqwa.  (47:17) 

£  .  ~ 

UJJ-HJ  (And  they  fall  down), 

is  a  description  rather  than  an  action  (i.e., 
this  is  a  further  description  of  their 
humility  as  referred  to  in  Ayah  107;  it 
does  not  imply  that  they  prostrate  twice). 


-S'*-*®  ^  o  <  4  5i  '  o  &  fi  a  *  o  I  k  '  Jffi  ®  ^  o  4  ** 

Ala  I jc-aj  u  u  i jc-ai  jl  Aiil  I jc.^1  Ja 

17:110  Say:  "Invoke  Allah  or  invoke  Ar-Rahman 
(the  Most  Gracious),  by  whatever  name  you  invoke 
Him  (it  is  the  same),  for  to  Him  belong  the  Best 
Names. 
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(JAJ  £1)1  J  IgJ  dlgljkj  V  J  Jg  -SlJ  V  J 

">\_LLuk! 

**-* 

And  offer  your  Salah  (prayer)  neither  aloud  nor  in  a 
low  voice,  but  follow  a  way  between. 

j  a, m2;  y  j.  isr,  ai  u  u  a  4i  juui  jr. 

'  rjsrj  Dili  9jj  y  £,  aa 

17:111  And  say:  "All  the  praises  and  thanks  be  to 
Allah,  Who  has  not  begotten  a  son,  and  Who  has  no 
partner  in  (His)  dominion,  nor  is  He  low  to  have  a 
supporter.  And  magnify  Him  with  all  magnificence." 


To  Allah  belong  the  Most  Beautiful  Names 


Allah  says: 


...J 


Say, 

0  Muhammad,  to  these  idolators  who  deny  that 
Allah  possesses  the  attribute  of  mercy  and  refuse 
to  call  Him  Ar-Rahman, 

...  1  ll  1  ji.il  J  aUI  1  jc.il ... 

"Invoke  Allah  or  invoke  Ar-Rahman  (the  Most 
Gracious),  by  whatever  name  you  invoke  Him  (it  is  the 
same),  for  to  Him  belong  the  Best  Names. 

meaning,  there  is  no  difference  between  calling 
on  Him  as  Allah  or  calling  on  Him  as  Ar-Rahman, 
because  He  has  the  Most  Beautiful  Names,  as  He 
says: 

jA  SA^fj  ^  jA  H\  <J  V  Alii  jA 
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He  is  Allah,  beside  Whom  none  has  the  right  to  be 
worshipped  but  He  the  All-Knower  of  the  unseen 
and  the  seen.  He  is  the  Most  Gracious,  the  Most 
Merciful.  (59:22)  Until  His  saying; 


(Ua  j'VI  o  til  2  Uo  a!  ry  j  ' .  uaJI  f 


r-  o  «  . ,  >  -» 


To  Him  belong  the  Best  Names.  All  that  is  in  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  glorify  Him.  (59:24) 

Makhul  reported  that; 

one  of  the  idolators  heard  the  Prophet  saying 
when  he  was  prostrating:  "O  Most  Gracious,  0 
Most  Merciful." 


The  idolator  said,  he  claims  to  pray  to  One,  but 
he  is  praying  to  two! 

Then  Allah  revealed  this  Ayah. 

This  was  also  narrated  from  Ibn  Abbas,  and  by 
Ibn  Jarir. 


The  Command  to  recite  neither  loudly  nor  softly 


Allah  says: 


And  offer  your  Salah  neither  aloud, 

Imam  Ahmad  reported  that  Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"This  Ayah  was  revealed  when  the  Messenger  of 
Allah  was  preaching  underground  in  Makkah." 

LgJ  dljUkj  V  J  tiK/C  *3J  -n."'  ^  J 


And  offer  your  Salah  neither  aloud  nor  in  a  low  voice, 
Ibn  Abbas  said: 

"When  he  prayed  with  his  Companions,  he  would 
recite  Qur'an  loudly,  and  when  the  idolators  heard 
that,  they  insulted  the  Qur'an,  and  the  One  Who 
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had  revealed  it  and  the  one  who  had  brought  it. 
So  Allah  said  to  His  Prophet:  Vj  (And 

offer  your  Salah  (prayer)  neither  aloud),  means, 
do  not  recite  it  aloud,  lest  the  idolators  hear  you 
and  insult  the  Qur'an,  %  ii&Li  Vj  (nor  in  a  low 
voice),  means,  nor  recite  it  so  quietly  that  your 
companions  cannot  hear  the  Qur'an  and  learn  it 
from  you. 


p  ^ j . . . 

but  follow  a  way  between." 

This  was  also  reported  in  the  Two  Sahihs. 

Ad-Dahhak  also  narrated  something  similar  from 
Ibn  Abbas,  and  added: 

"When  he  migrated  to  Al-Madinah,  this  no 
longer  applied,  and  he  recited  as  he 
wished." 

Muhammad  bin  Ishaq  said  that  Ibn  Abbas  said, 

"When  the  Messenger  of  Allah  recited  Qur'an 
quietly  while  he  was  praying,  the  (idolators) 
would  disperse  and  refuse  to  listen  to  him;  if  one 
of  them  wanted  to  hear  some  of  what  he  was 
reciting  in  his  prayer,  he  would  try  to  listen 
without  anyone  seeing  him,  because  he  was 
afraid  of  them.  If  he  realized  that  anybody  knew 
he  was  listening,  he  would  go  away  lest  they 
harm  him,  so  he  would  stop  listening.  If  the 
Prophet  lowered  his  voice,  those  who  wanted  to 
listen  to  his  recitation  could  not  hear  anything,  so 
Allah  revealed,  Yj  (And  offer  your 

Salah  neither  aloud)  meaning,  do  not  recite 
aloud,  lest  those  who  want  to  listen  disperse  for 
fear  of  attracting  unwelcome  attention,  Vj 

(nor  in  a  low  voice),  but  do  not  make  your  voice 
so  soft  that  the  one  who  is  trying  to  listen  without 
being  seen  cannot  hear  anything  at  all.  Perhaps 
he  will  pay  attention  to  some  of  what  he  hears 
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and  benefit  from  it.  <j*>  jjj'j  (but  follow  a 

way  between)." 

This  was  the  view  of  Ikrimah,  Al-Hasan  Al-Basri  and 
Qatadah  that; 

this  Ayah  was  revealed  concerning  recitation  in 
prayer. 

It  was  narrated  from  Ibn  Mas'  ud: 

"Do  not  make  it  so  soft  that  no  one  can  hear  it 
except  yourself." 


Declaration  of  Tawhid 


Allah  says: 


...  IaTj  ^  JJ  K. U  (2^1!  JTj 

And  say:  "All  the  praises  and  thanks  be  to  Allah,  Who 
has  not  begotten  a  son..." 

because  Allah  has  stated  that  the  Most  Beautiful 
Names  belong  to  Him,  and  has  declared  Himself 
to  be  above  having  any  faults  or  defects. 

...  J  ^  fa  1ST,  Akjj  JJ  g^l  All  12^1]  JTj 

And  say:  "All  the  praises  and  thanks  be  to  Allah,  Who 
has  not  begotten  a  son,  and  Who  has  no  partner  in  (His) 
dominion..." 

indeed,  He  is  Allah,  (the)  One,  the  Self-Sufficient 
Master,  Who  begets  not,  nor  was  He  begotten, 
and  there  is  none  co-equal  or  comparable  unto 
Him. 


. . .  LW  tjj  ^  J  . . . 


nor  He  is  low  to  have  a  supporter. 

means,  He  is  not  so  humble  or  weak  that  He 
needs  to  have  a  helper  or  supporter  or  adviser, 
rather  He  Alone,  with  no  partner  or  associate, 


228 


may  He  be  exalted,  is  the  Creator  of  all  things 
and  is  the  One  Who  is  running  and  controlling 
them  by  His  will,  with  no  partner  or  associate. 

Mujahid  said: 

He  does  not  form  an  alliance  with  anyone,  nor 
does  He  seek  the  support  or  help  of  anyone. 

p  )  I  )  I  JdjS  a  J 

And  magnify  Him  with  all  magnificence. 

means,  glorify  and  extol  Him  far  above  whatever 
the  transgressors  and  aggressors  say. 

Ibn  Jarir  recorded  that  Al-Qurazi  used  to  say  about  this 
Ayah,  !°4j  ls ^  ^  JAj  (And  say:  "All  the  praises 

and  thanks  be  to  Allah,  Who  has  not  begotten  a  son...") 
that  the  Jews  and  Christians  said  that  Allah  has  taken  a 
son;  the  Arabs  said,  "At  Your  service,  You  have  no 
partner  except  the  partner  You  have,  and  You  possess 
him  and  whatever  he  owns;"  and  the  Sabians  and 
Magians  said,  "If  it  were  not  for  the  supporters  of  Allah, 

He  would  be  weak."  Then  Allah  revealed  this  Ayah: 

C&  jjj  ciO  J  ajjS  y  g^l  <SJ  Ja'j 

IjjjS  J’JSj  Lfta  cA  ijj  a! 

And  say:  "All  the  praises  and  thanks  be  to  Allah,  Who 
has  not  begotten  a  son,  and  Who  has  no  partner  in  (His) 
dominion,  nor  is  He  low  to  have  a  supporter.  And 
magnify  Him  with  all  magnificence." 

This  is  the  end  of  the  Tafsir  of  Surah  Al-Isra'.  All  praise  is  due 
to  Allah,  He  is  for  us,  the  most  excellent  Trustee. 


*********** 
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